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1955  TOWN  OFFICERS 


Moderator:  Lewis  A.  Nelson 

Selectmen:  Delbert  E.  Reade,  term  expires  1956 
Frank  M.  Kimball,  term  expires  1957 
Raymond  J.  Barnard,  term  expires  1958 

Town  Clerk:  Spencer  S.  Dodd 

Treasurer:  Lewis  A.  Nelson 

Tax  Collector:  Virginia  Astles 

Overseer  of  Poor:  Olive  M.  Cooley 

Constable:  Walter  G.  Crory 

Auditors:  Richard  E.  Bunker,  Philip  S.  Dunlap,  Owen 
French,    (appointed). 

Trustees  of  Trust  Funds:  Robert  D.  Parmenter,  term 
expires  1956;  Jessie  H.  Brown,  term  expires  1957; 
Olive  M.  Cooley,  term  expires  1958 

Fence  Viewers:  Bernard  M.  Reen,  John  K.  Graves, 
John  A.  Brock 

Tree  Warden:  Robert  R.  Fuller 

Library  Trustees:  Jessie  H.  Brown,  term  expires  1956; 
Helen  L.  Barnard,  term  expires  1957;  Theron  G. 
Methven,  term  expires  1958 

Weigher:  Horace  T.  Gayer 

Sextons:  Daniel  H.  Dustin,  Robert  R.  Fuller,  Bernard 
G.  Foster 

Fire  Wards:  Ernest  S.  Archibald,  (Contoocook);  Har- 
old M.  Martin,  (West  Hopkinton);  Arthur  V.  Bor- 
jeson   (Hopkinton). 
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Surveyors  of  Wood  and  Lumber:  Thomas  B.  Card, 
Stewart  E.  Astles,  Arthur  S.  Duston 

Town  Forestry  Board:  Walter  Dwyer,  term  expires 
1956;  William  Messeck,  term  expires  1957;  Joseph 
H.  Young,  term  expires  1958;  Raymond  J.  Bar- 
nard, term  expires  1959;  Bernard  M.  Reen,  term 
expires  1960 

Budget  Committee:  Joseph  H.  Young,  term  expires 
1956;  Earl  J.  Rice,  term  expires  1956;  Foster  I. 
Barnard,  term  expires  1957;  Donald  M.  Rice,  term 
expires  1957;  E.  Bertram  Astles,  term  expires  1958; 
Edward  Leadbeater,  term  expires  1958 

Supervisors  of  Check-list:  Hiram  E.  Conant,  Edmund 
G.  Danforth,  Marion  M.  MacLean 

Town  Road  Committee:  Bernard  M.  Reen,  term  ex- 
pires 1956;  Harry  Parker,  term  expires  1957; 
Richard  A.  Brunei,  term  expires  1958;  Joseph  H. 
Young,  term  expires  1959;  Stewart  E.  Nelson,  term 
expires  1960 

Representative  to  the  General  Court:  Nathaniel 
F.  Davis 

Precinct  Commissioners: 

Contoocook  Hopkinton 

Wm.  S.  Dermon  Richard  Brunei 

Charles  A.  George  Raymond  Proctor 

Allen  I.  Lewis  George  McArt 
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TOWN  WARRANT 


The  State  of  New  Hampshire 

(L.  S.) 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  in  the 
County  of  Merrimack  in  said  State,  qualified  to 
vote  in  Town  Affairs: 

You  are  hereby  notified  to  meet  at  Town  Hall  in 
said  Hopkinton  on  Tuesday,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
March,  next  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  to 
act  upon  the  following  subjects: 

1.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the  year 
ensuing. 

2.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year  and  make 
appropriations  of  the  same. 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

Election  and  Registration 

Expense  and  Care  of  Town  Hall 

Police  Department 

Vital  Statistics 

Fire  Department 

Cemeteries 

Town  Poor 

Old  Age  Assistance 

Interest  on  Notes 

Insurance 


(1 

(2; 
(s; 

(4; 
(5; 
(6; 
(v; 

(9) 

(lo; 

(ii; 

(12; 

3.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  repairs  of  highways  and 
bridges. 

4.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  general  expense  of  High- 
way Department  and  Street  Lighting. 
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5.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  employment  of  a  District 
Nurse  and  other  health  expenses  and  replacement  of 
car. 

6.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  the  Concord 
Hospital. 

7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $400.00  for  the  control  of  White  Pine 
Blister  Rust.  (Not  recommended  by  the  Budget  Com- 
mittee) 

8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $250.00  for  spraying  trees  in  the 
Hopkinton  and  Contoocook  Precincts. 

9.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote 
to  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  care  of  Town  Dumps. 

10.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote 
to  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  the  Hop- 
kinton Free  Public  Libraries. 

1 1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $1,000.00  to  augment  the  Richard  E. 
Bates  Memorial  Fund. 

12.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote 
to  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  observance  of  Me- 
morial Day. 

13.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote 
to  raise  and  appropriate  for  Civil  Defense. 

14.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote 
to  raise  and  appropriate  for  Legal  Expenses. 

15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $3,000.00  for  Town  Construction 
and  permanent  improvement. 
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16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $1,146.54  for  Town  Road  Aid,  the 
State  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $7,643.59. 

17.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  vote 
to  raise  and  appropriate  for  Social  Security. 

18.  To  see  for  what  purpose  the  Town  shall  vote 
to  expend  during  the  current  year  the  income  of  the 
G.  Everett  Kelley  Fund. 

19.  To  see  if  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  will  purchase 
Columbia  Hall  from  the  Contoocook  Fire  Precinct  for 
the  sum  of  $1.00  and  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  so  do. 

20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  fol- 
lowing Cemetery  Trust  Funds,  the  income  to  be  used 
as  directed,  subject  to  such  provisions  as  may  be  ap- 
plicable thereto: 

(1)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  Maud  W.  Cilley,  plus  interest 
to  date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Maud  W.  Cilley  Lot  in 
Contoocook  Cemetery. 

(2)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  Frederick  and  Eleanor  Johnson, 
plus  interest  to  date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Frederick  and 
Eleanor  Johnson  Lot  in  Contoocook  Cemetery. 

(3)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  Harry  C.  and  Nettie  A.  Mills, 
plus  interest  to  date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Harry  C.  and 
Nettie  A.  Mills  Lot  in  Contoocook  Cemetery. 

(4)  The  sum  of  $300.00  from  the  Estate  of  Robert  W.  Kim- 
ball, plus  interest  to  date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  George 
A.  S.  Kimball  Lot  in  Hopkinton  Old  Cemetery. 

(5)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  the  Estate  of  Lena  M.  Hastings, 
plus  interest  to  date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Delmar  H. 
Hastings  Lot  in  Contoocook  Cemetery. 

(6)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  Stewart  E.  Astles,  plus  interest 
to  date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Stewart  E.  Astles  Lot  in 
Contoocook  Cemetery. 

(7)  The  sum  of  $175.00  from  James  M.  Dalby,  plus  interest  to 
date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  James  M.  Dalby  Lot  in  Con- 
toocook Cemetery. 

(8)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  Col.  T.  G.  Methven,  plus  inter- 
est to  date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  T.  G.  Methven  Lot  in 
Hopkinton  Old  Cemetery. 

(9)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  Ethel  W.  Yardley,  plus  interest 
to  date,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Charles  B.  and  Ethel  W. 
Yardley  Lot  in  Hopkinton  Old  Cemetery. 
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(10)  1  Share  of  A.  Perley  Fitch  Company  Stock  from  John 
K.  Graves,  to  be  added  to  the  "Helping  Hand"  Fund,  already  in 
existence. 

(11)  1  Share  of  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany Stock  from  Annie  M.  Stanley,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the 
Frank  E.  Hall  and  George  W.  Weeks  Lot  in  Hopkinton  New 
Cemetery, 

(12)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  Albert  H.  Blake  for  the  care 
of  the  Charles  A.  Blake  Lot,  Section  C  No.  50  in  the  Contoocook 
Cemetery. 

(13)  The  sum  of  $150.00  from  Albert  H.  Blake  for  the  care 
of  the  Albert  H.  Blake  lot.  Section  D  No.  38  in  the  Contoocook 
Cemetery. 

21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  increase  the  sale 
price  of  all  cemetery  lots  as  follows: 

Residents  from  $25.00  to  $50.00  per  single  lot 
Non-Residents  from  $50.00  to  $100.00  per  single  lot 
$150.00  for  perpetual  care  to  all  non-residents 

22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  create  the  offices 
of  Cemetery  Commissioners  and  to  instruct  the  Select- 
men to  appoint  three  Commissioners  —  one  for  a  pe- 
riod of  three  years  —  one  for  two  years  —  one  for  one 
year  and  commencing  in  1957  to  elect  by  ballot  one 
Commissioner  each  year  to  succeed  the  one  whose  term 
expires.  The  said  Commissioners  to  be  responsible  for 
the  care,  maintenance  and  improvement  of  Town  Cem- 
eteries and  for  the  expenditures  of  all  sums  appropri- 
ated or  otherwise  available  for  cemetery  purposes. 

23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  relocate  the  Con- 
toocook Dump  to  town-owned  land,  with  water  avail- 
able, on  Spring  Street.  (By  Petition) 

24.  To  see  if  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  will  vote  to 
establish  a  centralized  Town  Dump  in  the  area  west  of 
the  road  leading  from  Dolly's  Corner  to  Gage's  Hill 
and  east  of  the  Bassett  Mill  Road  as  recommended  by 
the  special  seven  man  committee  in  their  report.  (By 
Petition) 

25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Selectmen  to  install  a  blinker  light  in  Hopkinton  Vil- 
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lage  under  authorization  of  the  State  Highway  Depart- 
ment. 

26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  all  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  Highways  and  bridges  appropria- 
tions each  year  to  the  Trustees  of  Trust  Funds  to  ac- 
cumulate as  a  Highway  Reserve  Fund,  not  to  exceed 
ten  thousand  ($10,000.)  dollars.  Said  Fund  to  be  ex- 
pended under  direction  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  pur- 
chase of  replacement  parts  or  new  equipment  for  high- 
way purposes. 

27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
Selectmen  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  the 
1956  Tax  Levy. 

27A.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $200  for  Parks  and  Playgrounds. 

28.  To  act  on  reports  of  Town  Officers,  Library 
Trustees  and  Committees  for  1955. 

29.  To  hear  and  transact  any  other  business  that 
may  properly  come  before  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seal,  this  tenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred 
and  fifty-six. 

DELBERT  E.  READE, 
FRANK  M.  KIMBALL, 
RAYMOND  J.  BARNARD, 

Selectmen  of  Hopkinton 

A  true  copy  of  Warrant — Attest: 

DELBERT  E.  READE, 
FRANK  M.  KIMBALL, 
RAYMOND  J.  BARNARD, 

Selectmen  of  Hopkinton 
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BUDGET  OF  THE  TOWN 

Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expenditures  for  the  En- 
Compared 
Estimated  and  Actual  Revenue,  Appropriations  and  Expendi- 


Sources  of  Revenue 

Estimated 
Revenue 
Previous 

Year 

1955 

Actual 

Revenue 

Previous 

Year 

1955 

Estimated 

Revenue 

Ensuing 

Year 

1956 

From   State: 

Interest   and   Dividends   Tax    

$10,000.00 

$10,891.55 

$10,800.00 

Railroad    Tax    

100.00 

105.88 

100.00 

Savings  Bank  Tax    

250.00 

768.77 

700.00 

Reimbursement  a  /c  State  and  Fed- 
eral forest  lands    

50.00 

50.99 

50.00 

Reimbursement    a/c    Exemption    of 
Growing  Wood  and  Timber    .... 

2,000.00 

3,425.63 

2,000.00 

For  Fighting  Forest  Fires 

80.88 

Reimbursement    a/c    Old    Age    As- 

75.25 

From   Local  Sources  Except   Taxes: 

Dog  Licenses    

600.00 

648.60 

650.00 

Business   Licenses,    Permits   and   Fil- 
ing  Fees    

40.00 

36.00 

40.00 

Rent     of     Town     Hall     and     Other 
Buildings      

100.00 

120.00 

120.00 

Interest  Received  on  Taxes  and  De- 
posits     

100.00 

176.20 

150.00 

Income  from  Trust  Funds    

378.00 

0.00 

400.00 

Income    of    Departments : 

Grader    Rental    

2,279.00 

2,279.00 

2,234.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Permit  Fees    

10,000.00 

12,185.31 

12,000.00 

^Cash    Surplus    

5,576.67 

5,576.67 

11,933.04 

From  Local  Taxes  Other  Than  Prop- 
erty Taxes: 

Poll  Taxes— Regular  at  $2    

1,600.00 

1,654.00 

1,600.00 

National  Bank  Stock  Taxes    

85.00 

101.50 

100.00 

Total  Revenues  From  All  Sources  Ex- 
cept Property  Taxes 

$42,877.04 

*AMT.  TO  BE  RAISED  BY  PROP. 
TAXES 

20,709.50 

TOTAL  REVENUES    

$63,586.54 

*Total  estimated  "Revenues  from  all  sources  except  Property  Taxes"  deducted  from  Total 
"Appropriations  recommended  by  Budget  Committee  should  give  estimated  "Amount  to  be 
raised  by  Property  Taxes." 
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OF  HOPKINTON 

suing  Year  January  1,  1956  to  December  31,  1956 

with 

tures  of  the  Previous  Year  January  1,  1955  to  December  31,  1955 


Appropria- 

tions Sub- 

mitted 

Appropria- 

Without 

Appropria- 

Actual Ex- 

tions Recom-    1 

Recommenda- 

Purposes of  Expenditures 

tions 

penditures 

mended  By 

tions  of 

Previous 

Previous 

Budget  Com- 

Budget 

Year 

Year 

mittee 

Committee 

1955 

1955 

1956 

1956 

Current  Maintenance  Expenses: 

General  Government: 

Town  Officers'   Salaries    

$3,400.00 

$3,394.53 

$3,400.00 

Town    Officers'    Expenses        

3,200.00 

3,161.48 

3,800.00 

Election  and  Registration  Expenses 

160.00 

167.74 

500.00 

Expenses     Town     Hall     and     Other 
Town   Bldgs 

900.00 

907.03 

900.00 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 

Police    Department    

700.00 

620.31 

700.00 

Fire   Department 

3,000.00 

2,307.34 

3,500.00 

Moth  Exterm. — Blister  Rust  &  Care 

of  Trees    

600.00 

220.00 

250.00 

$400.00 

Insurance 

1,400.00 
50.00 

1,070.11 

1,400.00 

Civil    Defense    

13.75 

50.00 

Health : 

1,500  00 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 
3,300.00 

Health    Department    

2,150.00 

2,334.30 

Vital    Statistics                      

50.00 

52.19 

50.00 

Town    Dump    and    Garbage    Re- 

moval             

1,700.00 

1,769.64 

1,700.00 

Highways  and  Bridges: 

Town    Maintenance — Summer    

13,000.00 

12,614.67 

13,000.00 

Town    Maintenance — Winter      

8,000.00 

7,557.37 

8,000.00 

Gen'l  Expenses  of  Highway  Dept. 

3,500.00 

2,870.51 

3,500.00 

Town  Road  Aid   

1,146.76 

1,146.76 

1,146.54 

Libraries        

1,350.00 

1,350.00 

1,450.00 

Bates   Library  Fund    

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

Public  Welfare: 

Town    Poor    

1,000.00 

983.52 

1,000.00 

Old  Age  Assistance    

3,000.00 

2,491.27 

3,000.00 

Patriotic   Purposes: 

Memorial    Day    

200.00 

200.00 

300.00 

Recreation : 

Parks    and    Playgrounds    Incl.    Band 

Concerts    

200.00 

Public  Service  Enterprises: 

Cemeteries    

1,400.00 

1,383.88 

4,000.00 

Unclassified : 

Damages  and   Legal   Expenses 

100.00 

157.93 

lOO.OO 

Employees'     Retirement     —     Social 

Security     

325.00 

457.60 

400.00 

Interest: 

On  Temporary  Loans   

275.00 

211.46 

250.00 

On  Long  Term  Notes 

279.00 

234.00 

189.00 

Highways  and  Bridges: 

Town  Construction        

3,000.00 

2,756.09 

3,000.00 

Sidewalk    Construction     

1,000.00 

1,328.80 

Lands  and  Buildings   

1.00 

Payment  on  Principal  of  Debt: 

Long  Term  Notes    

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

Total   Expenditures 

$59,385.76 

$56,230.28 

$63,586.54 

DONALD  N.  RICE 

CHARLES  A.  GEORGE 

HAROLD  M.   MARTIN 

R.  A.  BRUNEL 

E.  BERTRAM  ASTLES 

JOSEPH 

H.  YOUNG 

EDWARD  C.   LEADBEATER 

DELBERT  E.  READE 

EARL  J.  RICE 

FOSTER 

I.  BARNARD, 

Chairman 

Budget   Committee 
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SUMMARY  INVENTORY  VALUATION 


Lands  and  Buildings  (Exclusive  of 

Growing  Wood  and  Timber 
Electric  Plants 

Horses,  Asses  and  Mules  14 

Oxen  2 

Cows  473 

Other  Neat  Stock  59 

Sheep  and  Goats  69 

Hogs  2 

Fowls  16,013 

Boats  and  Launches  1 

Portable  Mills  4 

Road  Building  and  Repairing  and  Well 

Drilling  Machinery 
Wood,  Lumber,  etc. 
Gasoline  Pumps  and  Tanks 
Stock  in  Trade 
Mills  and  Machinery 

Total  Gross  Valuation  before 
Exemptions  Allowed 

Less:  Soldiers'  Exemptions  and  Exemp- 
tions to  Blind 


$2,123,369 

302,100 

1,210 

200 

37,175 

3,315 

690 

50 

8,877 

80 

1,500 

2,950 
23,091 

3,295 
155,048 
361,832 


$3,024,782 
162,570 


Net  Valuation  on  which  Tax  Rate  is 

Computed 
Amt.  of  prop,  valuation  exempted  to  vets 
Amt.  of  prop,  valuation  exempted  to  blind 
Number  of  inventories  distributed 
Number  of  inventories  returned 
Number  of  veterans  who  received  property 

exemption 
Number  of  veterans  exempted  from  poll  tax 


$2,862,212 

$162,570 

None 

722 

657 

205 

280 
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STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND 
TAXES  ASSESSED  FOR  THE  TAX  YEAR  1955 


Appropriations: 

Town  Officers'  Salaries  $3,400.00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses  3,200.00 

Social  Security  or  Retirement  325.00 

Election  and  Registration  Expenses  160.00 

Town  Hall  and  Buildings  Maintenance  900.00 

Police  Department  700.00 

Fire  Department  3,000.00 

Civilian  Defense  50.00 
Blister  Rust — Moth  Extermination  and 

Care  of  Trees  600.00 

Health  Dep't  $2,150  Hospitals  $1,500  3,650.00 

Dump  and  Garbage  Collection  1,700.00 

Vital  Statistics  50.00 

Town  Road  Aid  1,146.76 
Town  Maintenance  (Summer  $13,000) 

(Winter  $8,000)  21,000.00 

New  Construction  3,000.00 
General  Expenses  of  Highway  Department    3,500.00 

Insurance  1,400.00 

Sidewalk  Construction,  Repairs  1,000.00 

Libraries  2,350.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  3,000.00 

Public  Relief    (Town  Poor  $1,000)  1,000.00 
Memorial  Day,  Vet.  Assoc,  Old  Home  Day       200.00 

Cemeteries  1,400.00 
Damages  and  Legal  Expenses  inc.  Dog 

Damages  100.00 
Payments  on  Debt  (Principal  $2,000) 

(Interest  $549)  2,549.00 

County  Tax  12,559.60 
School  Tax                                                       112,386.59 


Total  Town  and  School  Appropriations        $184,326.95 
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Less:  Estimated  Revenues  and  Credits: 
Interest  and  Dividends  Tax      $10,891.55 


Railroad  Tax 

100.00 

Savings  Bank  Tax 
Reimbursement  a/c  State  and 

250.00 

Federal  Lands 

50.00 

Reimbursement  a/c  Exemp.  of 
Gr'g  Wood  and  Timber 

1,707.08 

Motor  Vehicle  Permit  Fees 

10,000.00 

Dog  Licenses 

600.00 

Business  Licenses  and  Permits 

40.00 

Rent  of  Town  Property  and 
Equipment  (Grader  $2,279) 
Hall    ($100) 

Int.  on  Taxes  and  Income  from 

2,379.00 

Trust  Funds 

478.00 

Cash  Surplus    (see  note) 

5,063.98 

Total  Revenues  and  Credits  31,559.61 


$152,767.34 
Plus  Overlay  2,236.50 


Net  Amount  to  be  raised  by  Taxation      $155,003.84 

Less:  887  Poll  Taxes  at  $2.00         $1,774.00 
National  Bank  Stock  Taxes  101.50 

1,875.50 


Amount  to  be  raised  by  property  taxes  $153,128.34 

Taxes  to  be  Committed  to  Collector: 

Property  Taxes  $153,128.34 
Precinct  Taxes,  Hopkinton  and  Con- 

toocook  10,450.34 

Poll  Taxes  at  $2.00  1,774.00 

National  Bank  Stock  Taxes  101.50 


Total  Taxes  to  be  Committed  $165,454.18 
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Tax  Rates: 

Town 

$5.35 

Contoocook  Precinct 

.91 

Hopkinton  Precinct 

.59 

Average 

5.72 

Precincts: 

Valuation 

Taxes 

Rate 

Contoocook 

$1,002,657 

$9,124.18 

$.91 

Hopkinton 

241,120 

1,326.16 

.55 

$10,450.34 

School  District: 

Hopkinton 

$2,862,212 

$112,386.59 
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COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF 
APPROPRIATIONS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


Appro. 

Expend. 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

$3,400.00 

$3,394.53 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

3,200.00 

3,161.48 

Election  &  Registration 

160.00 

167.74 

Expenses  &  Care  of  Town  Hall 

900.00 

907.03 

Police  Department 

700.00 

620.31 

Fire  Department: 

1954  liability 

$522.53 

1955  expenses 

2,307.34 

3,000.00 

2,829.87 

Bounties 

45.00 

Health  Department 

2,150.00 

2,334.30 

Concord  Hospital 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

Damages  by  Dogs 

95.00 

Vital  Statistics 

50.00 

52.19 

Town  Road  Aid 

1,146.76 

1,146.76 

Repairs  to  Hgwys.  &  Bridges; 

Including  Town 

21,000.00 

Oiling  Sc  Grader  Rental: 

1954  liability 

$436.50 

1955  expenses         ' 

^0,172.04 

20,608.54 

Care  of  Dumps 

1,700.00 

1,769.64 

Town  Construction 

3,000.00 

2,756.09 

Insurance 

1,400.00 

1,070.11 

Social  Security: 

1954  liability 

$316.92 

1955  expenses 

457.60 

^9f^  on 

77A  KQ 

General  Expenses,  Highway  Dept.: 

1954  liability  $145.36 

1955  expenses  2,870.51 

3,500.00      3,015.87 
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Appro. 

Expend. 

Libraries 

2,350.00 

2,350.00 

Old  Age  Assistance 

3,000.00 

2,491.27 

Town  Poor 

1,000.00 

983.52 

County  Poor 

82.50 

Observance  of  Memorial  Day 

200.00 

200.00 

Civil  Defense 

50.00 

13.75 

Cemeteries 

1,400.00 

1,383.88 

Taxes  Bought  by  Town 

419.48 

Abatements  and  Refunds 

1,145.58 

Interest 

549.00 

445.46 

W.  Hopkinton  Bridge  (Bal. 

1954  approp.) 

1,468.26 

1,065.22 

Damages  &  Legal  Expenses 

100.00 

62.93 

Moth  Extermination  &  Blister  Rust    600.00 

220.00 

Sidewalk  Repairs 

1,000.00 

1,328.80 

Payment  on  Temporary  Loan 

35,000.00 

Payment  on  Long  Term  Loan 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

County  Tax 

12,559.60 
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BALANCE 

Assets 


Cash: 

In  hands  of  treasurer 

$44,333.79 

In  hands  of  Trustees  of  Trust  Funds 

386.50 

Unredeemed  Taxes: 

Levy  of  1954 

158.53 

Levy  of  1953 

146.12 

Uncollected  Taxes: 

Levy  of  1955 

9,384.94 

Levy  of  1954— Yield 

134.20 

State  Head  Taxes — Levy  of  1955 

985.00 

Total  Assets 

$55,529.08 
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SHEET 

Liabilities 


Accounts  Owed  by  the  Town: 

Unexpended  Balances  of  Special  Approp.: 

Bal.  1954  Hopkinton  Cem.  Approp.  $342.47 

Whittier  Pond  dam  300.00 

Bal.  Hopkinton  Vill.  Park  Approp.  214.80 

Bal.  W.  Hopkinton  Bridge  Approp.  403.04 

Due  to  State: 

State  Head  Taxes — 1955  (Uncollected 
$985.00)  (Collected  —  not  remitted 
to  State  Treas.  $135.00)  1,120.00 

Treas.  State  of  N.  H.   (Soc.  Security)  286.24 

Dir.  of  Int.  Rev.    (Withholding  tax)  120.70 

Due  to  School  Districts: 

Balance  of  Appropriation  30,000.00 

Long  Term  Notes  Outstanding: 

Due  on  Grader:  1956  -  $2,000.00;  1957  - 
$2,000.00;  1958  -  $2,000.00;  1959  - 
$2,000.00;  1960  -  $400.00  8,400.00 


Total  Liabilities  $41,187.25 

Excess  of  assets  over  liabilities   (Surplus)  14,341.83 


Grand  Total  $55,529.08 
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SCHEDULE  OF  TOWN  PROPERTY 


Town  Hall,  Lands  and  Buildings  $11,000.00 

Furniture  and  Equipment  1,500.00 

Libraries,  Lands  and  Buildings 

Furniture  and  Equipment  1,500.00 

Fire  Department,  Lands  and  Buildings 

Equipment  10,000.00 

Highway  Department,  Lands  and  Buildings  1,800.00 

Equipment  20,000.00 

Schools,  Lands  and  Buildings  250,000.00 

Equipment  15,000.00 

All  lands  and  Buildings  acquired  through 

Tax  Collector's  deeds 

Sprout  land  near  New  Road  50.00 

120  acre  Meadow  50.00 

40  acre  Jewett  Pasture  300.00 

75  acre  Holmes  Pasture  400.00 

Moss  Lot  175.00 

7  acre  Tucker  Meadow  (Bassett  Mill  Road)         50.00 

White  land  and  camp    (Buswell's  Cor.)  200.00 


Total  $312,025.00 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


Receipts 
Auto  Permits 

$12,185.31 

Sale  of  Cemetery  Lots 
Sale  of  Dog  Licenses 

301.00 
705.00 

Filing  Fees 
Reimbursement  of  Expenses 

16.00 
125.90 

$13,333.21 

Paid  Out 

Paid  Treasurer 

$12,849.91 

Paid  Trustee  of  Trust  Funds 

301.00 

Paid  Town  Clerk,  Sale  of  dog  licenses 

56.40 

Postage 

30.82 

Supplies 
Telephone 
Clerical  help 

16.08 

9.00 

70.00 

$13,333.21 

AUDITORS'  REPORT 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books, 
vouchers  and  other  financial  records  of  Spencer  S. 
Dodd,  Town  Clerk  and  find  them  properly  and  cor- 
rectly cast. 

PHILIP  S.  DUNLAP, 
RICHARD  E.  BUNKER, 
OWEN  L.  FRENCH, 

Auditors 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


Summary  of  Warrant 

Property,  Poll  and  Yield  Taxes 

Levy  of  1954 

Dr. 
Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  January  1,  1955: 
Property  Taxes  $6,360.25 

Poll  Taxes  134.00 

Bank  Stock  Taxes  10.00 


Total   Commitment 

$6,504.25 

Yield  Taxes 

363.62 

Poll  Charges  Collected 

5.40 

Interest  and  Costs 

113.28 

Cash  in  Hand 

12.76 

Total  Debits 

Cr. 

Remittances  to  Treasurer: 

Property  Taxes 

$6,360.25 

Poll  Taxes 

72.00 

Bank  Stock  Taxes 

10.00 

Poll  Charges  Collected 

5.40 

Interest  and  Costs 

113.28 

Cash  in  Hand 

12.76 

Yield  Taxes 

186.26 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Col- 
lector's List  3/1/55 
Poll  Taxes  62.00 

Yield  Taxes  177.36 


$6,999.31 


Total  Credits  $6,999.31 

MARION  M.  Maclean, 

Tax  Collector 
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Summary  of  Warrant 

State  Head  Tax 

Levy  of  1954 

Dr. 


Uncollected  Taxes  as  of 

January  1,  1955 

$650.00 

Added  Head  Taxes 

5.00 

Penalties  Collected 

32.50 

Total  Debits  $687.50 

Cr. 
Remittances  to  Treasurer  During  1955: 
Head  Taxes  $325.00 

Penalties  32.50 

Uncollected  Head  Taxes  as  of 

March  1,  1955  330.00 


Total  Credits  $687.50 

MARION  M.  Maclean, 

Tax  Collector 

SUMMARY  OF  TAX  SALES  ACCOUNTS 
January  1,  1955  to  March  1,  1955 

Dr. 

Tax  Sales  on  Account  of  Levies  of: 
1954        1953        1952        1951        1950 
Taxes    Sold    to   Town   during    Current 

Fiscal   Year    $419.48 

Balance    Unredeemed    Taxes    January 

1,    1955    $247.17  $202.33     $14.46     $24.29 

Less:    Voided  tax  erroneously  assessed  13.77 

$233.40 
Interest   and   Costs    3.66       36.28 

Total  Debits    $419.48   $237.06   $238.61     $14.46     $24.29 

Cr, 

Remittances  to  Treasurer  During  Year  $10.00     $38.84   $188.35 

Interests  and  Costs   3.66       36.28 

Unredeemed  Taxes,   March   1,   1955..  409.48      194.56        13.98     $14.46     $24.29 

Total  Credits    $419.48  $237.06  $238.61     $14.46     $24.29 

MARION  M.  Maclean, 

Tax  Collector 
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AUDITORS'  REPORT 

March  8,  1955 
We  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Tax  Collector  as  of  March  8,  1955  and  find  them  prop- 
erly cast. 

PHILIP  S.  DUNLAP, 
EDWARD  J.  ENGLISH, 
RICHARD  E.  BUNKER, 

Auditors 


Summary  of  Warrant 
Poll  Taxes  —  Levy  of  1954 

Dr. 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  March  1,  1955: 
Poll  Taxes  $62.00 

Added  Taxes  12.00 


Total   Commitment  $74.00 

Poll  Charges  Collected  7.40 


Total  Debits  $81.40 

Cr, 
Remittances  to  Treasurer  During  1955: 
Poll  Taxes  $74.00 

Poll  Charges  7.40 


Total  Credits  $81.40 

Summary  of  Warrant 
Yield  Taxes  —  Levy  of  1 954 

Dr. 
Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  March  1,  1955: 
Yield  Taxes  $177.36 

Interest   Collected  .87 


Total  Debits  $178.23 
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Cr. 
Remittances  to  Treasurer  During  1955: 
Yield  Taxes  $43.16 

Interest  Collected  .87 

Uncollected  as  per  Collector's 

List  134.20 


Total  Credits  $178.23 

Uncollected: 

Arthur  Bushway  $1 15.62 

Arthur  Sargent  18.58 

VIRGINIA  ASTLES, 

Tax  Collector 

Summary  of  Warrant 
State  Head  Tax  —  Levy  of  1 954 


Dr. 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  of  March 

1,  1955 
Added  Taxes 
Penalties  Collected 
Total  Debits 

$330.00 
55.00 
40.00 

Cr. 

Remittances  to  Treasurer  During 
Head  Taxes 
Penalties 

1955: 
$385.00 
40.00 

$425.00 


Total  Credits  $425.00 
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SUMMARY  OF  TAX  SALES  ACCOUNTS 
AS  OF  DECEMBER  31,   1955 


Dr. 

Tax  Sales  on  Account  of 
Levies  of: 

Previous 
1954        1953      Years 
Balance  of  Unredeemed  Taxes  March  1,  1955    $409.48    $194.56      $52.73 
Interest  Collected  After  Sale    3.18         4.25         2.64 

Total   Debits    $412.66   $198.81      $55.37 

Cr. 

Remittances  to  Treasurer  During  Year  $238.61      $38.92      $11.09 

Deeded  to  Town  During  Year  15.52        13.77        44.28 

Unredeemed  Taxes  at  Close  of  Year  158.53      146.12         

Total    Credits    $412.66    $198.81      $55.37 


UNREDEEMED  TAXES  FROM  TAX  SALES 
ON  ACCOUNT  OF  LEVIES  OF: 

1954         1953 

Dame,  George   $8.81 

Knowles,   Raymond    $25.82          9.98 

Foote,  Eugene,  Estate   12.57        13.28 

Martin,    Henry    1 14.05 

Stimson,    Raymond    100.88 

Desinto,  Mrs.  Henry   12.57 

French,  Mrs.  Lawrence  6.69 


$158.53    $146.12 

VIRGINIA  ASTLES, 

Tax  Collector 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


Summary  of  Warrant 

Property,  Poll  and  Yield  Taxes 

Levy  of  1955 


Dr. 

Taxes  Committed  to  Collector: 

Property  Taxes      $163,619.56 

Poll  Taxes                     1,778.00 

National  Bank  Stock 

Taxes                            101.50 

Total  Warrant                        $165,499.06 

Yield  Taxes 

3,425.63 

Added  Taxes: 

Property 

244.23 

Poll    Taxes 

76.00 

Poll  Tax  Collected  After 

Abatement 

2.00 

Property  Interest  Collected 

10.72 

Poll  Charges  Collected 

39.40 

Total  Debits 

Cr. 
Remittances  to  Treasurer: 

$169,297.04 

Property  Taxes                          $156,024.33 

Poll  Taxes 

1,654.00 

National  Bank  Stock  Taxes 

101.50 

Yield  Taxes 

2,082.15 

Property  Interest  Collected 

10.72 

Poll  Charo^es  Collected 

39.40 

Uncollected  Taxes  as  per  Collector's  List: 
Property  Taxes  7,839.46 

Poll  Taxes  202.00 

Yield  Taxes  1,343.48 


Total  Credits  $169,297.04 

VIRGINIA  ASTLES, 

Tax  Collector 
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Summary  of  Warrant 
State  Head  Tax  —  Levy  of  1955 

Dr, 
State  Head  Taxes  Committed  to  Collector: 
Original  Warrant       $5,630.00 
Added  Taxes  240.00 


Total  Commitment 

$5,870.00 

Penalties  Collected 

7.50 

Head  Tax  Collected  After 

Abatement 

5.00 

Total  Debits 

Cr. 

emittances  to  Treasurer: 

Head  Taxes 

$4,890.00 

Penalties   Collected 

7.50 

Uncollected  Head  Taxes  as  per 

Collector's  List 

985.00 

$5,882.50 


Total  Credits  $5,882.50 

VIRGINIA  ASTLES, 

Tax  Collector 


AUDITORS'  REPORT 

January  7,  1956 
We  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Tax  Collector  as  of  December  31,  1955  and  find  them 
properly  cast. 

RICHARD  E.  BUNKER, 
PHILIP  S.  DUNLAP, 
OWEN  L.  FRENCH, 

Auditors 
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1955  TIMBER  YIELD  TAX 


L.  J.  Bohanan  &  Sons  $25.01 

Concord  Lumber  Co.  323.97 

Ernest  L.  Cantara  7.92 

Henniker  Lumber  Co.  514.48 

William  Champney  4.50 

Richard  Holmes  95.05 

Everett  H.  Jones  47.68 

Page  &  Montgomery  577.00 

N.  E.  Forest  Products,  Inc.  85.48 

Earl  Nichols  92.40 

Raymond  Peasley  56.25 

Rice  Bros.  1.27 

Alfred  Severance  88.90 

Dana  L.  Sweatt  74.40 

Maurice  E.  Townes  5.00 

Barry  Patenaude  207.69 

Upton  &  Whitcomb  254.52 

Joseph  Young  964.11 

Total  $3,425.63 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

L.  A.  Nelson,  Treasurer,  in  account  with 

the  Town  of  Hopkinton 


Receipts 
Balance  at  time  of  settlement,  Dec.  31,  1954   $34,168.15 

Selectmen,  refund  social  security  31.47 

Selectmen,  rent  Town  hall  120.00 

State  Treasurer,  refund  T.R.A.  3.02 

Marion  MacLean,  redeemed  taxes  277.13 

Marion  MacLean,  1954  tax  levy  6,373.01 

Selectmen,  refund  Bernard  Foster  50.00 

Selectmen,  refund  Superior  Electric  Co.  3.60 

Spencer  S.  Dodd,  auto  permits  12,185.31 
Marion  MacLean: 

1954  poll  taxes  72.00 

Costs  50.82 

1954  poll  tax  charge  5.40 

1954  interest  62.46 

1954  head  taxes  325.00 

1954  head  tax  penalty  32.50 

Selectmen,  grader  rental  2,471.00 

Selectmen,  sale  of  salt  300.00 

Marion  MacLean  National  Bank  Stock  tax  10.00 

Marion  MacLean,  1954  Yield  taxes  186.26 

Olive  M.  Cooley,  County  aid  82.50 

Virginia  Astles,  1954  poll  taxes  74.00 

Virginia  Astles,   1954  poll  tax  charge  7.40 

Virginia  Astles,  1954  head  taxes  385.00 

Virginia  Astles,  1954  head  tax  penalty  40.00 

Virginia  Astles,  redeemed  Taxes  288.62 

Olive  M.  Cooley,  refund  Town  poor  90.00 

Selectmen,  use  of  steamer  34.80 

Selectmen,  refund  B.  J.  Wheeler  2.00 

State  Treasurer,  forest  fire  bills  80.88 

Virginia  Astles,  1955  poll  taxes  1,654.00 

Virginia  Astles,  1955  head  taxes  4,890.00 
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Virginia  Astles,  1954  tax  levy  44.03 

First  National  Bank,  temporary  loan  35,000.00 
State  Treasurer,  interest  and  dividend  tax       10,891.55 

Selectmen,  beano  permit  10.00 

Virginia  Astles,  National  Bank  stock  tax  101.50 

Virginia  Astles,   1955  tax  levy  156,024.33 

Virginia  Astles,  1955  poll  tax  charge  39.40 

State  Treasurer,  Bounties  143.00 

Spencer  S.  Dodd,  dog  license  648.60 

Virginia  Astles,  interest  10.72 

Selectmen,  sale  of  culvert  21.12 

Selectmen,  use  of  equipment  35.20 

Selectmen,  sale  of  hot  top  10.00 

State  Treasurer,  refund  old  age  assistance  75.25 

Selectmen,  refund  fire  dept.  10.00 

Virginia  Astles,  1955  head  tax  penalty  7.50 

Spencer  S.  Dodd,  filing  fees  16.00 

State  Treasurer,  savings  bank  tax  768.77 

State  Treasurer,  Railroad  tax  105.88 

State  Treasurer,  Public  land  tax  50.99 

Selectmen,  pistol  permits  10.00 

Selectmen,  refund  Contoocook  Precinct  53.21 

Virginia  Astles,  1955  yield  taxes  2,082.15 


$270,515.53 
Paid  orders  of  Selectmen  226, 181.74 


Balance  $44,333.79 


AUDITORS'  REPORT 
We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  ac- 
counts of  L.  A.  Nelson,  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same 
correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

PHILIP  S.  DUNLAP, 
RICHARD  E.  BUNKER, 

Auditors 
Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  Jan.  5,  1956 
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TOWN  OF  HOPKINTON,  RECEIPTS  AND  PAY- 

Receipts 

Current  Revenue: 

From  Local  Taxes: 

Property  Taxes,  Cur.  Year 

1955  $156,024.33 

Poll  Taxes,  Cur.  Year,  Regular 

@  $2,  1955  1,654.00 

Nat.  Bank  Stock  Taxes,  1955  101.50 

Yield  Taxes,  1955  2,082.15 

State  Head  Taxes  @  $5,  1955        4,890.00 


Total  Cur.  Year's  Taxes  collected 

and  remitted  $164,751.98 

Property  Taxes  and  Yield  Taxes, 

Previous  Years  6,613.30 

Poll  Taxes,  Previous  Years,  Reg.  @  $2  146.00 

State  Head  Taxes  @  $5,  Prev.  Years  710.00 

Interest  received  on  Taxes  176.20 

Penalties  on  State  Head  Taxes  80.00 

Tax  sales  redeemed  565.75 

From  State: 

For  Highways  and  Bridges: 

For  Class  V  Highway  maint.  $3.02 

Interest  and  dividends  tax  10,891.55 

Railroad  Tax  105.88 

Savings  Bank  Tax  and  Building 

and  Loan  Assn.  Tax  768.77 

Reimbursement  a/c  State  and 

Federal  forest  lands  50.99 

Fighting  forest  fires  80.88 

Bounties  143.00 

Reimbursement  a/c  Old  Age 

Assistance  75.25 
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MENTS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1955 

Current  Maintenance  Expenses: 

General  Government: 

Town  officers'  salaries  $3,394.53 

Town  officers'  expenses  3,161.48 

Election  &  registration  expenses       167.74 
Exp.  town  hall  Sc  other  twn  bldgs.    907.03 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 

Police  department  620.31 

Fire  dept.,  incl.  forest  fires 

1954  lia.  $522.53 

1955  expenses  2,307.34 


Moth  extermination- 

-Blister 

A,«JACU  / 

Rust  and  Care  of  Trees 

220.00 

Bounties 

45.00 

Damage  by  dogs 

95.00 

Insurance 

1,070.11 

Civil  Defense 

13.75 

Health: 

Health  dept.,  incl.  hospitals  3,834.30 

Vital  statistics  52.19 

Twn.  dumps  &  garbage  removal  1,769.64 

Highways  and  Bridges: 

Town  Road  Aid  1,146.76 

Town  Maim.  (Sum.  $12,614.67) 
(Winter  $7,557.37)  1954  lia. 
$436.50  20,608.54 

Gen.  Expenses  of  Highway  Dept.: 

1954  lia.  $145.36 

1955  expenses  2,870.51 

3,015.87 
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From  County: 

For  support  of  poor  and  aid  fur- 
nished soldiers  82.50 


From  Local  Sources 

,  Except 

Taxes, 

; 

Dog  licenses 

648.60 

Business  licenses, 

permits 

and 

filing  fees 

36.00 

Rent  of  town  property 

2,626.20 

Registration  of  motor  vehicles, 

1955  Permits 

12,185.31 

Receipts  Other  than  Current  Revenue: 
Temporary  loans  in  anticipation 

of  taxes  during  year  $35,000.00 

Refunds  275.08 

Sale  of  town  property — Salt,  Cul- 
verts, Hot  Top  331.12 


$27,697.95 
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Libraries: 

Bates  Bldg.  Tr.  Fd. 
Expenses 

$1,000.00 
1,350.00 

2,350.00 

2,491.27 

983.52 

82.50 

200.00 

Public  Welfare: 
Old  age  assistance 
Town  poor 
County  poor 

Patriotic  Purposes: 

Memorial  Day  and  Veteran's 
Associations 

Public  Service  Enterprises: 

Cemeteries,  incl.  hearse  hire         1,383.88 

Unclassified: 

Damages  and  legal  expenses  62.93 

Taxes  bought  by  town  419.48 

Discts.,  Abatements  &  Refunds  1,145.58 

Employee's  Retirement  and  Soc.  Sec: 

1954  lia.  $316.92 

1955  expenses  457.60 

774.52 


Total  Current  Maintenance  Expenses     $52,845.80 

Interest: 

Paid  on  temporary  loans  in 

anticipation  of  taxes  $211.46 

Paid  on  long  term  notes  234.00 


Total  Interest  Payments  $445.46 

Outlay  for  New  Construction,  Equip, 
and  Permanent  Improvements: 
Highways  %:  Bridges — Town 

construction  $2,756.09 
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W.  Hopkinton  Bridge —  1954 

Approp.  Balance  1,065.22 

Sidewalk  construction  &  Rep.        1,328.80 


Total  Outlay  Payments  $5,150.11 

Total  Receipts  Other  than  Current 
Revenue  $35,606.20 


Total  Receipts  from  All  Sources  $236,347.38 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1955  34,168.15 


Grand  Total  $270,515.53 
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Indebtedness: 

Payments  on  temp,  loans  in  antic- 
ipation of  taxes  $35,000.00 
Payments  on  long  term  notes        2,000.00 


Total  Indebtedness  Payments  $37,000.00 

Payments  to  Other  Governmental  Div.: 
State  Head  Taxes  paid  State 

Treas.  (1955  Taxes  $4,236.50) 

(Prior  Yrs.  $1,133.50)  $5,370.00 

Taxes  paid  to  County  12,559.60 

Payments  to  Precincts  10,424.18 

Payments   to  School   Districts 

(1954  Tax  $20,000.00) 

(1955  Tax  $82,386.59)  102,386.59 


Total  Payments  to  Other  Governmental 

Divisions  $130,740.37 


Total  Payments  for  all  Purposes  $226,181.74 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,   1955  44,333.79 


Grand  Total  $270,515.53 
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DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  PAYMENTS 


Detail  No.  1  —  Town  Officers*  Salaries 

Olive  Cooley  $294.00 

Marion  M.  MacLean  107.55 
Virginia  Astles: 

Salary  $568.80;  Head  Tax  $152.16  720.96 

Randolph  A.  Lomas,  Auditor  9.80 

Philip  Dunlap,  Auditor  9.80 

Spencer  S.  Dodd,  Town  Clerk  196.00 

Lewis  A.  Nelson,  Town  Treasurer  145.42 

E.  Bertram  Astles,  Selectman  91.14 

Delbert  E.  Reade,  Selectman  686.00 

Frank  M.  Kimball,  Selectman  594.86 

Raymond  Barnard,  Selectman  539.00 


Total  $3,394.53 

Detail  No.  2  —  Town  Officers'  Expenses 
Evans  Printing  Company: 

Printing  Town  Report  $775.25 

Supplies  31.46 

$806.71 

Brown  %:  Saltmarsh  Co.,  Inc.,  Supplies  62.23 

Edson  C.  Eastman  Co.,  Inc. 

Supplies  $105.82 

2  Inventory  Books  95.00 

200.82 


Virginia  Astles,  Supplies  &  Expenses  127.29 

Marion  M.  MacLean,  Supplies  &  Expenses  101.17 

Randolph  A.  Lomas,  Auditors'  Supplies  3.63 

Cynthia  Oslund,  Writing  Inventory  Books  49.00 

Dodd  Ins.  Agency,  Inc.,  Town  Officers'  Bonds  255.00 

Association  of  N.  H.  Assessors,  dues  3.00 
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N.  H.  Tax  Collectors  Association,  dues  3.00 

Town  Clerks  Association,  dues  2.00 

Wheeler  &  Clark,  Dog  License  Tags  34.42 

Mary  E.  Ball,  Tax  Collector  Safe  30.00 

J.  Edward  Flynn,  Tax  Sale  Expense  25.00 

Monitor  Patriot  Co.,  Advertisement  9.50 

Alvah  S.  Bunnell,  Lock  1.40 

Mayflower  Press,  Tax  Collector's  Supplies  78.05 

Spencer  S.  Dodd,  Fees  701.04 

Spencer  S.  Dodd,  Expenses  125.90 

Olive  M.  Cooley,  Supplies  13.75 
Olive  M.  Cooley,  Trustee  of  Trust  Funds 

Expenses  &  Supplies  100.00 

E.  Bertram  Astles,  Mileage  &:  Expenses  15.50 

Delbert  E.  Reade,  Mileage  &  Expenses  114.20 

Frank  M.  Kimball,  Mileage  &  Expenses  97.50 

Raymond  Barnard,  Mileage  Sc  Expenses  74.15 
Lewis  A.  Nelson,  Postage,  Expenses  &  Supplies      127.22 


Total  $3,161.48 

Detail  No.  3  —  Election  and  Registration 

H.  E.  Conant,  Supt.  of  Check  List  $19.60 

Edmund  G.  Danforth,  Supt.  of  Check  List  19.60 

Marion  M.  MacLean,  Supt.  of  Check  List  19.60 

John  Moran,  Police  11.76 

Katherine  Brown,  Ballot  Clerk  23.52 

Eleanor  Moran,  Ballot  Clerk  10.78 

Agnes  Roberts,  Treasurer;  Loud  Speaker  30.00 

Jessie  H.  Brown,  Asst.  Clerk  10.78 

Arthur  C.  Huntoon,  Deputy  Moderator  9.00 

Lewis  A.  Nelson,  Moderator  9.80 

Edson  C.  Eastman  Co.,  Inc.,  Supplies  3.30 

Total  $167.74 
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Detail  No.  4  —  Toivn  Hall 
H.  L.  Holmes  &  Son,  Fuel  $307.34 


Public  Service  Co.  of  N.  H.,  Lights 

171.70 

Hopkinton  Telephone  Co.,  Telephone 

4.68 

Alfred  N.  Chandler,  Repairs 

167.65 

Arthur  Borjeson,  Janitor 

122.50 

Elmer  Goodrich,  Repairs  to  Furnace 

22.40 

Walter  B.  Hurd,  Mowing  Lawn 

19.60 

John  F.  Kirk,  Supplies 

4.15 

Superior  Electric  Co.,  Supplies 

7.28 

L.  R.  Kimball,  Repairs 

42.47 

F.  M.  Lane,  Supplies 

3.26 

Bert  L.  Geer,  Moving  Rubbish 

4.00 

Thomas  Koons,  Treasurer;  Water  Rent 

30.00 

Total 

$907.03 

Detail  No.  5  —  Police  Department 

Walter  G.  Crory,  Chief 

$232.44 

John  Moran,  Services 

78.89 

Maurice  Hoyt,  Services 

74.48 

Ernest  Archibald,  Services 

74.52 

Tracy  Chellis,  Services 

76.44 

Raymond  Sullivan,  Services 

83.54 

Total  $620.31 

Detail  No.  6  —  Fire  Department 
Kingsbury  &  Davis  Co.,  Payroll  $223.92 

H.  L.  Holmes  &  Son,  Fuel  Oil  144.24 

Ernest  Archibald,  Forest  Fire  Payroll  133.03 

Contoocook  Garage,  Inc.,  Gas,  Oil  &  Supplies        22.74 
Bob's  Esso  Servicenter,  Gas,  Oil  &  Supplies  8.89 

James  Weast,  Treasurer: 

Fire  Payroll  $345.75 

Rent  of  Fire  House  600.00 

945.75 
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Hopkinton  Telephone  Co.,  Telephone 

Manchester  Oxygen  Co.,  Supplies 

John  Krzyzaniak,  Supplies 

Clifford  G.  Phelps,  Supplies 

Arthur  S.  Dustin,  Supplies 

Blanchard  Assoc.  Inc.,  Parts 

Contoocook  Fire  Precinct,  Water  rent 

Hopkinton  Village  Fire  Precinct; 
Rent  of  fire  house 

Robert  Davis,  Cleaning  furnace 

F.  M.  Lane,  Supplies 

Public  Service  Co.  of  N.  H.: 

Electricity  $31.50 

Rewiring  Siren  270.90 


34.11 

12.00 
186.46 

27.81 

1.44 

142.82 

12.00 

100.00 
5.90 
3.83 


302.40 


Total 


12,307.34 


1954  Liability 
W.  S.  Darley  &  Co.;  Pump,  Fire  Dep't  $504.90 

Southwestern  N.  H.  Transportation  Co., 

Freight  charge  17.63 


Grand  Total 

$2,829.87 

Detail  No.  7  - 

-  Bounties 

Delbert  E.  Reade,  Refund 

$21.50 

Frank  M.  Kimball,  Refund 

1.00 

Raymond  Barnard,  Refund 

14.50 

E.  Bertram  Astles,  Refund 

8.00 

Total 


$45.00 


Detail  No.  8  —  Damage  by  Dogs 
James  W.  Locke,  6  sheep 


$95.00 
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Detail  No.  9  —  Health  Department 
Ida  Koons,  Treasurer  $2,300.00 

J.  Howard  Lightfoot,  M.D.  34.30 

Concord  Hospital,  1955  Appropriation  1,500.00 

Total  $3,834.30 

Detail  No.  10  —  Vital  Statistics 
Spencer  S.  Dodd,  Fees  &  Expenses  $52.19 

Detail  No.  11  —  Town  Dumps 

Bert  L.  Geer,  Care  of  Hopkinton  Dump  $619.31 
Charles  H.  Hargrove,  Care  of  Contoocook  Dump  774.20 

Bernard  Foster,  Payroll  162.00 

Robert  McMullen,  Care  of  Hopkinton  Dump  156.80 

Public  Service  Co.  of  N.  H.  20.99 

Astles  Lumber  Co.,  Supplies  1.50 

L.  R.  Kimball,  Repair  to  Water  Line  34.84 


Total  $1,769.64 

Detail  No.  12  —  Town  Oiling 

Bernard  Foster,  Payroll  $918.24 

Mystic  Bituminous  Product  Co.,  oil  2,248.59 


Total  $3,166.83 

Detail  No.  13  —  Highway  Maintenance 
Bernard  Foster:  Payroll 

Summer  Work  $6,510.44 

Winter  Work  7,238.07 

$13,748.51 

The  Chemical  Corp.,  Winter  Salt  319.30 

Treasurer,  Town  of  Hopkinton; 

Grader  Rental  2,279.00 

Director  of  Internal  Revenue; 

Withholding  Tax  658.40 

Total  $17,005.21 
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Director  of  Internal  Revenue: 

1954  Liability,  Withholding  Tax  436.50 


Grand  Total  $17,441.71 

Detail  No.  14  —  Town  Road  Aid 
Treasurer,  State  of  N.  H.,  Town 

Road  Aid  $1,146.76 

Detail  No.  15  —  General  Expenses 

Bernard  Foster,  Supplies  &  Repairs  $269.84 

Public  Service  Co.  of  N.  H.,  Lights  285.73 

Socony  Vacuum  Oil  Co.,  Diesel  Oil  271.76 

R.  C.  Hazelton  Co.,  Parts  for  Tractor  110.92 

N.  H.  Explosive  &  Machine  Co.,  E.  B.  Caps  32.41 

Granite  State  Asphalt  Co.,  Cold  Patch  419.20 

Astles  Lumber  Co.,  Supplies  47.41 

Scott  Machine  Co.,  Parts  164.09 

N.  E.  Metal  Culvert  Co.,  Culverts  471.37 

Roy  Road  Equipment  Co.,  Supplies  8.25 

S.  S.  Barnard,  Supplies  20.75 

L.  M.  Lane,  Supplies  10.56 

Sanel  Auto  Co.,  Parts  116.89 

Casselline  Venable  Corp.,  Parts  5.50 

Treasurer,  State  of  N.  H.,  Highway  Supplies  27.30 
Northeastern  Petroleum  Co.,  Inc.,  Oil  &  Grease    210.89 

Job  Printing,  Road  Maps  25.00 

Tracy  Chellis,  Parts  2.55 

Walter  B.  Hurd,  Mowing  Village  Grass  29.40 

John  F.  Kirk,  Supplies  6.16 

Mayflower  Press,  Road  Signs  37.75 

Lewis  W.  Blake,  Cutting  Trees  17.50 

Merrimack  Farmers'  Exchange,  Fence  Posts  29.40 

Shepard  Auto  Supply,  Parts  35.24 

Public  Works  &  Highway,  Supplies  214.64 

Total  $2,870.51 
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Public  Works  k  Highway  —  1954  Liability  145.36 


Grand  Total  $3,015.87 

Detail  No.  16  —  Libraries 
Jessie  H.  Brown,  Trustee,  1955  Approp.  $775.00 

Col.  Theron  Methven,  Trustee,  1955  Approp.      575.00 
Trustees  of  Trust  Funds, 

Bates  Building  Trust  Fund  1,000.00 


Total  $2,350.00 

Detail  No.  17  —  Old  Age  Assistance 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  Olive  M.  Cooley       $2,491.27 

Detail  No.  18  —  Town  Poor 
Olive  M.  Cooley,  Disabled  Persons  & 

Town  Poor  •  $980.17 

George  Rossman,  Meals  for  Tramps  2.60 

F.  M.  Lane,  Meals  for  Tramps  .75 


Total  $983.52 

Detail  No.  19  —  County  Poor 
Olive  M.  Cooley,  County  Poor  $82.50 

Detail  No.  20  —  Memorial  Day 
George  Fitts,  Finance  Officer,  Memorial 

Day  Approp.  $200.00 

Detail  No.  21  —  Civil  Defense 
Mickey  Finn  Inc.,  Supplies  $13.75 
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Detail  No.  22  —  Cemeteries 
Bernard  Foster,  Payroll  $1,012.11 

Contoocook  Fire  Precinct,  Water  Rent  12.00 

L.  R.  Kimball,  Labor  &  Repairs  8.25 

Jessie  Brown,  Treas.,  1955  Approp.  300.00 

Astles  Lumber  Co.,  Supplies  6.32 

Daniel  Dustin  9.80 

Walter  B.  Hurd,  Mowing  Grass  19.60 

Emblem  Flag  Co.,  Grave  Markers  15.80 


Total  $1,383.88 

Detail  No.  23  —  Insurance 
Dodd  Insurance  Agency,  Inc. 

Workmen's  Compensation  $424.27 

Ins.  on  Road  Equipment  135.00 

Extended  Coverage  on  Town  Hall  20.39 

Money  Loss  Policy  97.50 

Ins.  on  Fire  Equipment  80.09 

Ins.  on  Firemen  220.50 

A.  G.  Symonds,  Insurance  on  Town  Hall  4.32 

Stewart  Nelson,  Inc.,  Ins.  on  Fire  Trucks  30.25 

Arthur  M.  Burnham,  Insurance  on  Town  Hall      39.46 

James  Weast,  Insurance  on  Town  Hall  18.33 


Total  $1,070.11 

Detail  No.  24  —  Taxes  Bought  by  Town 
Marion  M.  MacLean,  Collector  $419.48 

Detail  No.  25  —  Abatements  and  Refunds 
Marion  M.  MacLean,  Abatements  $111.43 

Virginia  Astles,  Abatements  1,019.97 

G.  Arthur  Brown,  Refund  4.18 

Nettie  A.  Thain,  Refund  10.00 

Total  $1,145.58 
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Detail  No.  26  —  Town  Construction 
Bernard  Foster,  Payroll  $1,005.91 

Treasurer,  State  of  N.  H. 

Town  Road  Aid  —  Penacook  Road  1,200.00 

Robert  Hunter,  Gravel  63.40 

Granite  State  Asphalt  Products  Co.,  Hot  top        486.78 


Total  $2,756.09 

Detail  No.  27  —  Interest 
First  National  Bank  of  Concord: 

Interest  on  Temporary  Loan  $211.46 

Interest  on  Grader  Notes  234.00 


Total  $445.46 

Detail  No.  28  —  Social  Security 

N.  H.  Department  of  Public  Welfare  $43.60 

Treasurer,  State  of  N.  H.  414.00 


Total  $457.60 

1954  Liability  316.92 


Grand  Total  $774.52 

Detail  No.  29  —  Damages  and  Legal  Expenses 
G.  W.  Philbrick,  Register  of  Probate  $     .80 

C.  Edward  Bourassa,  Register  .10 

Katherine  Crowley,  Conveyance  62.03 


Total  $62.93 

Detail  No.  30  —  Loans 
First  Nat.  Bk.,  Temporary  Loan  $35,000.00 

First  Nat.  Bk.,  Grader  Note  2,000.00 

Detail  No.  31  —  Moth  Extermination 
and  Blister  Rust 
F.  A.  Bartlett  Tree  Expert  Co., 

Spraying  Trees  $220.00 
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Detail  No.  32  —  Sidewalk  Repairs  and  Construction 
Ernest  Archibald,  Repairs  $1,328.80 

Detail  No.  33 — West  Hopkinton  Bridge  Appropriation 

Balance  1954 
Bernard  Foster,  Payroll  $253.74 

Mystic  Bituminous  Products  Co.,  Inc.,  Supplies    635.86 
Treasurer,  State  of  N.  H.,  Equipment  175.62 


Total  $1,065.22 

Detail  No.  34  —  Payments  to  Other  Governmental 
Divisions 
Treasurer,  State  of  N.  H.,  1954-1955 

Head  Tax  $5,370.00 

Donald  Rainie,  Treas.,  County  Tax  12,559.60 

Joseph  Young,  Treas.,  Precinct  Tax 

(Hopkinton)  1,300.00 

James  Weast,  Treas.,  Precinct  Tax 

(Contoocook)  9,124.18 

Elizabeth  Nystrom,  Treas.  School  District: 

Balance  1954  Approp.  $20,000.00 

Part  of  1955  Approp.  82,386.59 

$102,386.59 


Total  $130,740.37 
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HIGHWAY  AGENT'S  REPORT 


Bernard  Foster  Account 

From  Jan.  1,  1955  to  Dec. 

31,  1955 

Summer  Work  Payroll 

$6,510.44 

Winter  Work  Payroll 

7,238.07 

Cemetery  Payroll 

1,012.11 

Town  New  Const. 

1,005.91 

Town  Oiling 

918.24 

Town  Dumps 

162.00 

General  Expense 

269.84 

Bridge  Work 

- 

253.74 

Total 

$17,370.35 

Summer  Work  — 

-  March  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$65.24 

Gordon  Burleigh 

50.73 

George  Dockham 

58.02 

Daniel  Pluff 

43.86 

Robert  Fuller   (truck) 

48.10 

B.  Foster   (trucks) 

114.00 

Kenneth  French    (trucks) 

12.09 

$392.04 
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Summer  Work  —  April  1955 


Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$252.47 

Gordon  Burleigh 

165.85 

George  Dockham 

210.23 

Daniel  Fluff 

161.10 

B.  Foster    (trucks) 

795.30 

Kenneth  French  (truck) 

44.33 

Robert  Fuller  (loader) 

151.20 

Lewis  Nelson    (gravel) 

19.20 

Harold  Martin    (gravel) 

102.40 

William  Wood 

7.00 

Hop.  Const.  Co.   (shovel) 

266.00 

B.  Foster    (gravel) 

52.00 

12,227.08 

Summer  Work  —  May  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$169.01 

Gordon  Burleigh 

167.90 

George  Dockham 

151.24 

Daniel  Fluff 

136.23 

B.  Foster   (trucks) 

481.20 

John  Moran    (gravel) 

25.20 

William  Wood   (dozer) 

10.00 

William  Cutting 

111.69 

Hop.  Const.  Co.    (shovel) 

63.00 

Alvah  T.  Longley  (trans.) 

15.45 

$1,330.92 
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Summer  Work  —  June  1955 


Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$79.83 

Gordon  Burleigh 

73.68 

George  Dockham 

80.52 

Daniel  Fluff 

60.80 

B.  Foster   (trucks) 

260.10 

William  Cutting 

68.58 

John  Moran    (gravel) 

21.60 

Herbert  Benedict    (gravel) 

10.00 

Hop.  Const.  Co.   (shovel) 

105.00 

$760.11 

Summer  Work  —  July  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$84.48 

Gordon  Burleigh 

76.79 

George  Dockham  79.90 

Daniel  Fluff  78.22 

William  Cutting  50.61 

Richard  Fluff  6.38 

Arthur  Huntoon    (gravel)  7.75 

Herbert  Benedict  5.50 

Int.  Mower  20.00 

B.  Foster  (trucks)  146.40 


$556.03 

Summer  Work  - 

-  August 

1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$45.88 

Gordon  Burleigh 

47.06 

George  Dockham 

40.76 

Daniel  Fluff 

40.50 

William  Cutting 

37.00 

Int.  Mower 

120.75 

B.  Foster  (trucks) 

50.40 

$382.35 
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Summer  Work  — 

-  September  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$57.34 

Gordon  Burleigh 

68.52 

George  Dockham 

39.50 

Daniel  Fluff 

35.64 

B.  Foster   (trucks) 

77.70 

William  Cutting 

33.54 

Int.  Mower 

26.50 

$338.74 

Summer  Work  - 

-  October  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$83.93 

Gordon  Burleigh 

62.98 

George  Dockham 

33.12 

Daniel  Fluff 

66.32 

B.  Foster  (trucks) 

112.20 

William  Cutting 

39.32 

Int.  Mower 

84.50 

R.  W.  French   (gravel) 

5.80 

Hop.  Const.  Co.   (shovel) 

35.00 

$523.17 

Winter  Work  —  January  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent  $290.55 

Gordon  Burleigh  203.64 

George  Dockham  233.32 

Daniel  Fluff  189.84 

Carroll  Kimball  7.84 

Kenneth  French    (truck)  25.90 

B.  Foster  (trucks)  541.80 

Hop.  Const.  Co.    (shovel)  210.00 

$1,702.89 
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Winter  Work  —  February  1955 


Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$218.64 

Gordon  Burleigh 

189.35 

George  Dockham 

209.56 

Daniel  Fluff 

150.58 

B.  Foster    (trucks) 

432.60 

Kenneth  French  (  truck) 

96.72 

Hop.  Const.  Co.   (shovel) 

56.00 

$1,353.45 

Winter  Work  —  March  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$202.39 

Gordon  Burleigh 

150.71 

George  Dockham 

166.82 

Daniel  Fluff 

137.26 

Jackson  &  Jackson    (trans.) 

12.00 

Kenneth  French    (truck) 

120.90 

Robert  Fuller   (truck  &  loader) 

297.30 

Ervin  French   (gravel) 

17.00 

John  Graves    (sand) 

48.00 

Harold  Martin   (gravel) 

61.20 

Hop.  Const.  Co.    (shovel) 

168.00 

B.  Foster    (trucks) 

715.50 

$2,097.08 


Winter  Work  —  September  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent  $10.91 

Gordon  Burleigh  9.27 

George  Dockham  5.10 

Daniel  Fluff  7.64 

B.  Foster  (trucks)  18.00 

$50.92 
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Winter  Work  - 

-  October  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$36.97 

Gordon  Burleigh 

38.01 

George  Dockham 

70.08 

Daniel  Fluff 

27.90 

William  Cutting 

52.04 

B.  Foster   (trucks) 

107.10 

$332.10 
Winter  Work  —  November  1955 


Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$76.59 

Gordon  Burleigh 

66.05 

George  Dockham 

58.62 

Daniel  Fluff 

54.70 

B.  Foster   (trucks  &  compressor 

61.60 

$317.56 

Winter  Work  —  December  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$224.10 

Gordon  Burleigh 

170.31 

George  Dockham 

195.96 

Daniel  Fluff 

155.22 

Raymond  Froctor 

3.82 

Kenneth  French   (truck) 

60.45 

O.  D.  Hopkins   (trucks) 

28.21 

Herbert  Benedict   (shovel) 

22.50 

Hop.  Const.  Co.    (shovel) 

96.00 

B.  Foster   (trucks) 

427.50 

$1,384.07 
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Town  Cemeteries  — 

1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$178.23 

Gordon  Burleigh 

110.28 

George  Dockham 

166.50 

Daniel  Fluff 

139.24 

William  Cutting 

145.84 

Emil  Berard 

25.63 

B.  Foster  (trucks  &  mower) 

246.39 

$1,012.11 

Town  New  Construction  —  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent  $65.11 

Gordon  Burleigh  81.78 

George  Dockham  73.88 

Daniel  Fluff  71.70 

William  Cutting  50.38 

B.  Foster    (trucks  &  compressor)  302.20 

Bernard  Fhelps    (truck)  49.50 

Town  of  Weare    (truck)  49.50 

Sidney  E.  Bean    (truck)  49.50 

R.  W.  French    (gravel)  38.60 

Hop.  Const.  Co.    (shovel)  142.00 

Raymond  Froctor  15.28 

Alvah  T.  Longley    (trans.)  16.48 


$1,005.91 

Town  Dumps  —  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent  $24.92 

George  Dockham  10.20 

Daniel  Fluff  20.38 

B.  Foster    (trucks)  70.50 

Hop.  Const.  Co.,  Inc.   (shovel)  36.00 

$162.00 
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Town  Oiling  —  1955 


Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$97.51 

Gordon  Burleigh 

83.39 

George  Dockham 

87.46 

Daniel  Fluff 

78.26 

William  Cutting 

63.01 

B.  Foster  (trucks) 

351.00 

Herbert  Benedict  (sand) 

26.25 

Alvah  T.  Longley  (trans.) 

12.36 

Hop.  Const.  Co.  (shovel) 

119.00 

$918.24 

General  Expense  —  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$44.31 

Gordon  Burleigh 

38.11 

George  Dockham 

39.50 

B.  Foster    (trucks) 

54.60 

Daniel  Fluff 

32.60 

F.  M.  Lane 

9.27 

Tracy  Chellis 

23.00 

N.  H.  Explosives  &  Mach.  Co. 

17.43 

Francis  Crowley    (welding) 

6.85 

Sears  Roebuck  &  Co. 

4.17 

$269.84 

Bridge  Work  —  1955 

Bernard  Foster,  agent 

$19.84 

Gordon  Burleigh 

17.52 

George  Dockham 

7.64 

Daniel  Fluff 

16.84 

WilUam  Cutting 

6.06 

H.  B.  Henley 

22.06 

Alvah  T.  Longley   (trans.) 

16.48 

B.  Foster   (trucks) 

82.80 

Hop.  Const.  Co.   (shovel) 

48.00 

R.  W.  French  (gravel) 

16.50 

$253.74 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1955 


Principal  Balance,  December  31,  1954  $88,758.33 

New  Funds  accepted  by  vote  of  Town  Meeting 
March  8,  1955: 
George  E.  Barnard  Fund  $200.00 

Addition  to  Bates  Library  Fund  1,000.00 

"Helping  Hand"  Fund  2.00 

1,202.00 


Burial  Lots  purchased  1955: 

Contoocook  Cemetery  $176.00 

Hopkinton  Village  Old  Cemetery  75.00 

Hopkinton  Village  New  Cemetery  50.00 


Stock  Dividend  Fractional  Shares  and  Rights  sold: 

American   Telephone  &  Telegraph  $14.36 

Chemical  Bank  34.65 


301.00 


49.01 


Principal  Balance,  December  31,  1955  $90,310.34 


Income  Balance,  December  31,  1954  $13,174.88 

Income  Received  1955: 

Perpetual  Care  of  Burial  Lots  $1,254.44 

Cemetery  Upkeep  Funds  178.79 

Charity  Funds  901.01 

Library  Funds  1,114.88 

School  Funds  5.19 

Highway  Equipment  Fund  11.83 
Regular  Appropriation  for  Trust  Fund 

Administration  100.00 


,566.14 


Total   Income  $16,741.02 


Disbursements  made  1955: 
Perpetual  care  of  Burial  Lots: 

Blackwater  Cemetery  $6.50 

Clement's  Hill  Cemetery  20.75 

Contoocook    Cemetery  467.50 

Hopkinton  Cemetery  310.15 

Stumpfield  Cemetery  37.00 

Private   Cemeteries  13.00 


$854.90 
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Library  Distribution: 

Contoocook  Branch  $190.65 

Hopkinton  Branch  211.95 

402.60| 


Charity  —  Worthy  Poor  371.94 

Administration  Expense: 

Supplies,   miscellaneous    expenses  $72.01 

Bookkeeper's  Compensation  27.99 

100.00 


Total  Disbursements  $1,729.44 


Income  Balance,  December  31,  1955  $15,011.58 

Distribution  of  Trust  Funds  as  of  December  31,  1955: 


Principal 

Income 

Hopkinton  Village  Cemeteries 

$14,289.94 

$4,209.47 

Contoocook  Cemetery 

17,803.96 

1,316.02 

Stumpfield  Cemetery 

1,200.00 

364.52 

Clement's  Hill  Cemetery 

850.00 

247.40 

Black  water  Cemetery 

350.00 

144.45 

Other  Cemeteries 

450.00 

258.33 

Cemetery  Upkeep  Funds 

5,623.88 

942.21 

Total  of  Cemetery  Funds 

$40,567.78 

$7,482.40 

Charity  Funds 

19,701.86 

1,993.38 

Library  Funds 

29,554.20 

5,421.59 

School  Funds 

100.00 

77.27 

Highway   Equipment  Fund 

386.50 

16.66 

General  Administration  Fund 

20.28 

Totals  $90,310.34      $15,011.58 


Investment  Distribution  of  Trust  Funds  as  of  December  31,  1955: 

Deposited  in  Savings  Accounts  $83,759.45 

Deposited  in  Commercial  Account  271.02 

Invested  in  Securities  21,291.45 


Total  of  Trust  Funds,  December  31,  1955  $105,321.92 
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The  books  of  the  Trustees  of  Trust  Funds  are  pubhc  property  and 
are  available  for  inspection  by  any  resident  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton 
who  wishes  to  examine  them.  Detailed  reports  of  the  Trust  Funds 
are  on  file  with  the  New  Hampshire  Tax  Commission  and  with  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  D.  PARMENTER,  Chairman 
JESSIE  H.  BROWN 
OLIVE  M.  COOLEY 

Trustees  of  Trust  Funds 

Town  of  Hopkinton,  New  Hampshire 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Trustees  of  Trust  Funds  and 
have  found  them  to  be  properly  cast. 

RICHARD  E.  BUNKER 
OWEN  L.  FRENCH 
PHILIP  S.  DUNLAP 

A  uditors 
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HOPKINTON  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Hopkinton  Village  Branch 
Report  —  1955 


Receipts 
Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1954 

$174.07 

Town  of  Hopkinton 

575.00 

Trust  Funds 

217.20 

Fines  and  sale  of  books 

56.74 

$1,023.01 

Expenditures 
Books  (98) 
Magazines 

Librarian  and  Janitor  (Incl.  Soc.  Security) 
Insurance 

$199.94 

7.20 

331.03 

32.00 

Rent 

120.00 

Fuel 

55.00 

Electric  current 

32.74 

Supplies  and  Miscellaneous 

7.50 

Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1955 

237.60 

Circulation: 

$1,023.01 

Adult  Fiction               995 

Non-fiction                    701 

Juvenile                       1,563 

Total 
Magazines 


3,259 
378 
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The  Library  this  year  has  been  the  recipient  of  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  volumes  and  better  grade 
magazines  as  gifts.  Purchases  have  included  valuable 
standard  works  on  antiques.  Borrowers  are  reminded 
that  these  are  exchanged  between  the  two  library 
branches. 

JESSIE  H.  BROWN, 
HELEN  L.  BARNARD, 
THERON  G.  METHVEN, 

Trustees 


CONTOOCOOK  BRANCH  OF  THE  HOPKINTON 
FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Receipts 

1954  1955 

Cash  on  hand,  January  1                    $251.05  $91.33 

Town  of  Hopkinton                             625.00  775.00 

Trust  Funds                                            120.03  195.90 

Fines  and  sale  of  old  books                    80.75  99.50 


$1,076.83     $1,161.73 


Expenditures 
Rent 

Insurance 
Lights 

Librarian  (inch  Social  Security) 
92  books  purchased    (1955) 
7  magazines  purchased 
Postage,  labels  &  miscellaneous 
Cash  on  hand  December  31 


$360.00 

$450.00 

25.28 

29.38 

21.40 

6.19 

273.00 

273.00 

235.76 

195.24 

31.00 

34.78 

39.06 

73.00 

91.33 

100.14 

$1,076.83     $1,161.73 
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Circulation: 

Adult  fiction  4,443 

Juvenile  3,561 

Non-fiction  &  magazines  1,360 

Number  of  books  given  during  the  year  124  adult, 
61  juvenile  and  many  magazines. 

JESSIE  H.  BROWN, 
HELEN  L.  BARNARD, 
THERON  G.  METHVEN, 

Trustees 


January  9,  1956 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  audited  the  forego- 
ing account  of  the  Library  Trustees  and  find  the  same 
correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

OWEN  L.  FRENCH, 
PHILIP  S.  DUNLAP, 
RICHARD  E.  BUNKER, 

A  uditors 
January  13,  1956 
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HOPKINTON  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
NURSING  ASSOCIATION 

Financial  Report  1955 


Receipts 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1954 

$92.32 

Town  Treasurer 

2,300.00 

School  District  Treasurer 

430.00 

Fees  Collected  by  Nurse 

204.50 

Road  Toll  Refund 

17.61 

Total  Receipts  $3,044.43 

Expenditures 

Belle  Nightingale,  Salary  $2,116.32 
Director  of  Internal  Revenue: 

Withholding  Tax  333.60 

Social  Security  Tax  100.00 

Car  Expense  —  Gas,  Tires,  Repairs,  etc.  243.85 

Insurance  —  Dodd  Insurance  Co.  85.54 

Hopkinton  Telephone  Co.  19.80 

I.  B.  Koons,  Treas.  50.00 

Supplies  for  Nurse  19.58 

Postage,  Stationery,  etc.  5.00 


Total  Expenditures  $2,973.69 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1955  70.74 


$3,044.43 


IDA  B.  KOONS, 

Treasurer 
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We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  ac- 
counts of  Ida  B.  Koons,  Treasurer  of  Hopkinton  Public 
Health  Nursing  Association,  and  find  them  properly 
cast. 

RICHARD  E.  BUNKER, 
PHILIP  S.  DUNLAP, 

Auditors 
January  5,  1956 

HOPKINTON  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
NURSING  ASSOCIATION 

Annual  Report  —  1955 


Morbidity  service  visits  1,539 

Welfare  service  visits  88 

Antipartum  service  visits  40 

Postpartum  service  visits  24 
Infant  Hygiene: 

To  infants  under  1  month  27 

To  infants  1  month  to  1  year                                     67 

Preschool  service  visits  62 

Special  services: 

Transportation  to  clinics  2 

Transportation  to  Hospitals  5 

Transportation  to  Nursing  Home  3 

Distribution  of  clothing,  etc.  for  rehabilita- 
tion of  needy  families 

Collection  —  $204.50 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BELLE  NIGHTINGALE,  R.N., 

District  Nurse 
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Suncook,  N.  H. 

Jan.  1,  1956 
Selectmen, 
Hopkinton,  N.  H. 

Dear  Sirs: 

Herewith  is  a  report  of  the  ^vork  done  in  your  com- 
munity by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nursing  of  the 
N.  H.  State  Department  of  Health,  in  co-operation  with 
the  National  Polio  Foundation  and  your  District  Nurs- 
ing Association. 

Polio  Clinics: 

No.  of  children  receiving  2  shots  84 

Number  receiving  1  shot  2 

Very  truly  yours, 

GERTRUDE  J.  SNOW, 

Public  Health  Nurse 

Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nursing 

N.  H.  State  Department  of  Health 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CONTOOCOOK 
FIRE  PRECINCT 


Assets 


Capital  Reserve  Funds 

Total  Assets 

Liabilities 

Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities    (Surp.) 

Grand  Total 


$865.79 


$865.79 

None 

$865.79 


$865.79 


Schedule  of  Precinct  Property 
Lands  and  Buildings: 

Columbia  Hall  $  1 2,000.00 

Sanborn  and  Carroll  land  in  the  Towns 

of  Warner  and  Henniker  2,000.00 

Water  System  94,000.00 

Supplies  and  Equipment,  Water  Dept.  1,500.00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures,  Col.  Hall  600.00 


Receipts 


Total  Valuation 

Current  Revenue: 

From  Taxes 
From  Other  Sources: 

Water  Rents 

Rent  of  Fire  Station 

Sale  of  pipe 


Total  Receipts  from  All  Sources 
Cash  on  hand  at  beginning  of  year 


Grand  Total 


$110,100.00 


$9,124.18 

4,032.04 

600.00 

21.76 

$13,777.98 
362.03 

$14,140.01 
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Payments 

Current  Maintenance  Expenses: 

Water  Dept.  Expenses 

$2,862.48 

Street  Lights 

1,899.42 

Refund  to  Town 

53.21 

Treas.  Bond 

5.00 

Taxes 

59.60 

Maintenance  Col.  Hall 

402.20 

Xmas  Lighting 

70.23 

Order  Blanks 

3.30 

Miscellaneous 

10.00 

Mowing  Greens 

32.00 

Care  Town  Clock 

48.00 

Total  Current  Maintenance  Expenses 

$5,445.44 

Interest  Paid 

828.78 

Indebtedness: 

Payment  on  Notes 

7,000.00 

Total  Payments  for  All  Purposes  13,274.22 

Cash  on  hand  at  end  of  year  865.79 


Grand  Total  $14,140.01 
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BUDGET  OF  THE  CONTOOCOOK  FIRE 
PRECINCT 


Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expenditures  for  the  Ensuing  Year  January  1,  1956  to 
December  31,  1956  Compared  with  Estimated  and  Actual  Revenue,  Appropriations 
and    Expenditures    of    the    Previous   Year   January    1,    1955    to   December    31,    1955 


SOURCE   OF   REVENUE 


S  id's 


Water    Department 

Water    Rents    

Columbia    Hall    

Supplies      

Refund  on  Water  Collector    

Cash   Surplus    

Total    Revenues    from    All    Sources    Except    Precinct 

Taxes     ._ 

Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Precinct  Taxes   

Total  Revenues    


$4,025.05 

600.00 

21.76 

8.00 


4,654.81 
9,124.18 


$4,000.00 
600.00 


431.87 


9,922.13 
$14,934.00 


PURPOSE  OF  EXPENDITURES 


o  o 
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Water   Department 

Current    Ofxerating,     Maintenance    and 

Distribution   Expenses    

Collector's  Exp.   &  Comm 

Collector's   Bond    

Land    Tax     

Sinking    Fund       

Principal  of  Debt   

Interest     

Electric   Department 
Treasurer's    Salary    

Fire    Department 

Town    Clock     

Columbia  Hall    

Treasurer's    Bond    

Street   Lighting    

Christmas    Lighting    

Other 

Village    Green    

Flowers     

Overpayment  from  Town   

Office     Supplies     

Total  Appropriations  or  Expenditures    .  .  . 
Less   Estimated   Revenue    

Amount   to  be   Raised   by   Precinct  Taxes 


$3,000.00 
200.00 


65.00 


7,000.00 
763.00 


50.00 

500.00 

5.00 

2,100.00 
50.00 


20.00 


$2,865.78 
431.63 

■  59.60 


7,000.00 
828.78 


48.00 

402.20 

5.00 

1,899.42 
70.23 


32.00 

10.00 

53.21 

3.30 

$13,709.15 


$3,000.00 

250.00 

5.00 

65.00 

1,000.00 

7,000.00 

684.00 


125.00 


100.00 

500.00 

5.00 

2,100.00 
50.00 


50.00 


$14,934.00 
4,654.81 

$9,922.13 


DONALD  N.   RICE 
E.   BERTRAM  ASTLES 
EARL  J.  RICE 
R.  A.  BRUNEL 
DELBERT  E.  READE 


HAROLD   M.   MARTIN 
EDWARD  C.   LEADBEATER 
CHARLES  A.  GEORGE 
JOSEPH  H.  YOUNG 
FOSTER  I.  BARNARD,  Chairman 

Budget   Committee 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
HOPKINTON  VILLAGE  FIRE  PRECINCT 


Assets 
Cash  on  hand  $339.53 


Total  Assets  $339.53 


Grand  Total  $339.53 

Liabilities 
Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities    (Surplus)         $339.53 


Grand  Total  339.53 

Schedule  of  Precinct  Property 

Lands  and  Buildings: 

One  two-story  building  $  1 ,000.00 

Furniture  and  Apparatus: 

Hook  and  ladder  wagon  and  furniture  250.00 

Fire  Reservoir  3,000.00 


Total  Valuation  $4,250.00 

Receipts 
Current  Revenue: 

From  Taxes  $1,300.00 

From  Other  Sources: 

Rent  of  building  100.00 


Total  Receipts  from  All  Sources  $1,400.00 

Cash  on  hand  at  beginning  of  year  241.11 


Grand  Total  $1,641.11 
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Payments 

Current  Maintenance  Expenses: 

Public  Service  Co.,  N.  H. 

(Street  Lights,  etc.) 

$966.84 

Dodd  Insurance  Agency  (Insurance 

on  building) 

11.60 

L.  R.  Kimball  (Repairs) 

27.46 

Hopkinton  Village  Aqueduct  Ass'n 

(Water  rent) 

25.00 

Fickett  Jewelers  (Repairs  to  Clock) 

70.00 

F.  M.  Lane   (Supplies) 

2.48 

Walter  Dwyer    (Supplies) 

6.00 

Arthur  Borjeson    (Care  of  Clock) 

50.00 

Joseph  H.  Young  (Care  of  building 

and  services  as  Treasurer) 

105.00 

Everett  Wylie   (Clerk) 

5.00 

George  McArt   (Fire  Ward) 

5.00 

Richard  Brunei    (Fire  Ward) 

5.00 

Raymond  Proctor   (Fire  Ward) 

5.00 

Bernard  Foster   (Repairs) 

17.20 

Total  Current  Maintenance  Expenses      $1,301.58 


Total  Payments  for  All  Purposes  $1,301.58 

Cash  on  hand  at  end  of  year  339.53 


Grand  Total  $1,641.11 
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BUDGET  OF  THE  HOPKINTON  VILLAGE 
FIRE  PRECINCT 


Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expenditures  for  the  Ensuing  Year  January  1,  1956  to 
December  31,  1956  Compared  with  Estimated  and  Actual  Revenue,  Appropriations 
and    Expenditures    of    the    Previous   Year   January    1,    1955    to    December    31,    1955 


SOURCE   OF   REVENUE 

IIS 

.1 

■S  D  c 

Fire    Department 

Rent  Fire  Station   

Cash   Surplus      

$100.00 
241.11 

$100.00 
339.53 

Precinct 

Total    Revenues    from    All    Sources    Except 

$439.53 

PURPOSE  OF  EXPENDITURES 

is 

II 

M 
-I 

Appropriations 
Recommended 
By  Budget 
Committee 

Water   Department 

Water   Rent    

Fire    Department 

Maintenance    Expenses    

Repairs  to  Fire  Station    

Fire  Insurance   

Street   Lighting    

Other 

$25.00 
100.00 

12.50 
1,050.00 

25.00 
50.00 
27.50 
10.00 

$25.00 
117.20 

11.60 
966.84 

25.00 

120.00 

8.48 

27.46 

$25.00 

150.00 

340.00 

12.50 

1,000.00 
25.00 

Care  of  Clock    

Supplies 

50.00 
27.50 

10.00 

Total    Appropriations    or   Expenditures    .  . 

$1,301.58 

$1,640.00 

DONALD  N.  RICE 
E.   BERTRAM  ASTLES 
EARL  J.  RICE 
R.  A.  BRUNEL 
DELBERT  E.  READE 


HAROLD  M.   MARTIN 
EDWARD  C.  LEADBEATER 
CHARLES  A.  GEORGE 
JOSEPH  H.  YOUNG 
FOSTER  I.  BARNARD,  Chairman 

Budget    Committee 
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REPORT  OF  CONTOOCOOK  CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION 


Receipts 

Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1955  $444.30 

Received  from: 

Town  of  Hopkinton  300.00 

Trustees  of  Trust  Funds  467.50 

Individual  care  of  lots  584.65 


$1,796.45 

Expenditures 

Caretaker  and  helpers 

$671.19 

Treasurer 

50.00 

Director  of  Internal  Revenue 

127.96 

Loam 

76.80 

Mower,  parts  and  oil 

42.68 

Seed  and  fertilizer 

11.20 

Miscellaneous  supplies 

9.30 

Cash  on  hand,  December  31,  1955 

807.32 

$1,796.45 

JESSIE  H.  BROWN, 

Treasurer 
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MEMORIAL  DAY  EXPENDITURES 


Pine  Street  Greenhouse 

250  Geraniums  @  50c  each  $125.00 

2  Wreaths  @  $2.00  each  4.00 

Hillsboro  Band    (For  parade)  125.00 

Mayflower  Press,  350  Programs  18.50 
Eagle  Flag  &:  Toy  Co. 

240  12  in.  X  18  in.  Flags  @  $1.80  per  doz.  36.00 
National  Emblem  Sales 

2  Grave  Markers,  bronze  @  $2.95  5.90 


Total  $314.40 

Received  from  Town  of  Hopkinton  200.00 


Balance  due  Post  81,  American  Legion  $114.40 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LESLIE  C.  TOWNE, 
CARL  H.  RUSSELL, 
HARRY  B.  ELLIS, 

For  E.  Roger  Montgomery  Post  81 
American  Legion,  Dept.  of  N.  H. 
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BE  A  GOOD  CITIZEN  —  COOPERATE 

Smoking  and  debris  burning  caused  more  than  50 
percent  of  the  forest  fires  occurring  in  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire  in  1955  —  235  fires  out  of  a  total  of  463 
originated  from  these  two  sources.  Lighted  smoking 
material  and  matches  thrown  from  moving  vehicles 
along  the  highway  or  dropped  by  fishermen,  hunters, 
hikers,  berry  and  flower  pickers  accounted  for  26  per- 
cent; debris  burning  in  the  wrong  place  or  at  the  wrong 
time  by  those  who  failed  to  heed  all  pleas  for  safety 
or  refused  to  recognize  the  logical,  sensible  rules  and 
regulations  set  up  under  legislative  authority  govern- 
ing the  use  of  fire  in  or  near  woodlands  accounted  for 
more  than  24  percent.  This  is  inexcusable. 

Everything  possible  is  being  done  officially  to  remedy 
the  situation.  Since  1909  there  has  been  a  statute  on  our 
law  books  which  requires  everyone  to  secure  written 
permission  from  the  local  forest  fire  warden  before 
starting  a  fire  in  or  near  woodlands  or  where  fire  can 
be  communicated  to  woodlands,  unless  the  ground 
is  covered  with  snow.  A  never  ending  program  of  edu- 
cational work  is  being  carried  on  by  your  local  warden 
and  state  officials  to  inform  the  general  public  both  of 
the  value  and  necessity  of  securing  the  required  permit 
for  such  burning.  Much  progress  has  been  made,  but 
there  are  still  many  who  fail  or  refuse  to  cooperate. 
The  value  of  our  permit  system  was  definitely  proven 
in  this  district  during  the  1955  calendar  year.  Local 
wardens  issued  3,864  permits  for  debris  burning  fires. 
That's  a  lot  of  permits.  The  records  show  only  2  permit 
fires  got  out  of  control.  This  proves  several  things  — 
while  wardens  were  liberal  in  the  issuance  of  fire  per- 
mits, accommodating  every  applicant  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, they  were  cautious,  following  closely  directives 
outlining  overall  policy  governing  the  issuance  of 
burning  permits  and  thoroughly  instructing  permit 
users.  The  latter,  too,  fully  appreciating  their  responsi- 
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bility  in  using  their  permits,  governed  themselves  ac- 
cordingly. Result?  Much  burning  done  legally  and 
safe. 

But  what  of  the  smokers?  Despite  all  the  efforts  of 
those  officially  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  pre- 
venting fires,  too  many  were  careless  or  thoughtless  in 
disposing  of  smoking  material  and  matches.  Why?  It  is 
difficult  to  say.  Autos  are  now  equipped  with  ash  trays. 
Why  not  use  them.  The  crushing  out  of  a  cigar,  ciga- 
rette and  the  complete  extinguishment  of  matches  be- 
fore being  discarded  is  an  easy  chore. 

If  the  costly  habits  of  the  careless  and  indifferent 
smoker  and  debris  burner  could  be  overcome,  more 
than  half  of  our  annual  forest  fires  would  be  eliminated. 
WILL  YOU  do  YOUR  share  to  bring  this  about? 

REMEMBER 

1.  Get  a  written  permit  from  your  local  warden  before 
starting  your  debris  burning  or  camp  fire.  The  law 
requires  it. 

2.  Make  certain  they  are  dead  out  before  leaving  them. 

3.  Become  a  safe  smoker  by  extinguishing  smoking 
material  and  matches  before  discarding  them. 

BE  A  GOOD  CITIZEN  —  COOPERATE 

Number  of  local  fires  —  2 
Number  of  acres  burned  1 1^^ 
Number  of  permits  issued  —  64 

THOS.  J.  KING, 

District  Fire  Chief 

ERNEST  S.  ARCHIBALD, 

Forest  Fire  Warden 
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REPORT  OF  HIGHWAY  COMMITTEE 
1955 


Our  progress  towards  better  roads  in  our  town  was 
in  most  part  a  continuation  of  the  projects  as  planned  in 
1954.  During  that  year  portions  of  three  roads  were  re- 
built for  better  drainage  and  gravel  was  applied  for  a 
suitable  base.  This  year  an  asphalt  surface  was  placed 
on  the  portions  thus  prepared,  and  so  to  those  who 
planned  the  work  and  watched  it  to  completion  we  can 
say  "Now  with  a  little  care  there  is  the  end  of  some 
more  mud  holes." 

With  more  of  the  T.  R.  A.  fund  and  some  of  the 
Town  construction  money  we  rebuilt  the  remainder  of 
the  Penacook  Road  trying  to  eliminate  a  drainage 
situation  that  has  been  a  problem  every  spring,  we  also 
applied  a  course  of  gravel  on  this  portion. 

Other  smaller  projects  included  the  regrading  of  the 
approach  to  the  north  end  of  the  West  Hopkinton 
bridge  and  the  road  between  that  bridge  and  the  rail- 
road track,  new  culverts  were  added  and  the  road 
was  surfaced.  Although  comparatively  this  was  a  short 
piece  of  highway  but  it  has  been  a  problem  every  spring 
to  many. 

The  Burnham  interval  road  was  graveled  and  the 
approach  of  the  Broad  Cove  road  to  the  Briar  Hill  road 
was  surfaced  and  so  on  until  our  funds  were  exhausted. 

When  talking  with  our  friend,  the  Late  Gen.  Merrill, 
I  was  told  this  last  summer  that  if  we  could  continue 
for  another  few  years  as  we  have  the  last  few  we  would 
see  the  end  of  our  major  road  problems.  This  was  very 
encouraging  as  coming  from  the  ''General"  because  at 
home  we  find  that  some  of  our  fellow  townspeople  can 
accept  a  new  road  so  graciously  that  we  wonder  if  they 
can  remember  as  of  yesterday. 

HARRY  C.  PARKER, 

Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 


There  are  six  cemeteries  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton 
in  which  the  town  sells  cemetery  lots.  Each  single  lot 
contains  four  graves,  they  are  sold  to  residents  for 
125.00  and  to  non-residents  for  $50.00.  The  owner 
must  grade  and  seed  his  own  lot.  Perpetual  care  can 
be  provided  for  $150.00.  This  is  optional  with  residents 
but  is  compulsory  for  non-residents.  Non-residents  must 
pay  $100.00  for  a  double  lot  and  in  addition,  must  pay 
$200.00  for  perpetual  care  for  a  double  lot.  The  Select- 
men appointed  a  committee  of  five,  each  selected  as 
representative  of  each  church,  to  advise  them  and  the 
town  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  cemeteries  and  to 
offer  a  plan  for  their  improvement. 

The  committee  first  reviewed  the  State's  Law  pertain- 
ing to  cemeteries  and  quote  the  following: 

"Section  31:39  —  Purposes  and  Penalties.  Towns  may 
make  by-laws  for  the  care,  protection,  preservation 
and  use  of  the  public  cemeteries." 
"Section  289:4  —  Cemetery  Records.  The  selectmen, 
person,  association  commissioners,  or  other  body 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  operation  and  ad- 
ministration of  any  cemetery,  shall  keep  a  record  of 
every  burial  in  any  cemetery  under  their  control, 
showing  the  date  of  burial  and  name  of  the  person 
buried,  when  these  particulars  can  be  obtained,  and 
the  lot,  plot  or  part  thereof,  in  which  the  burial  was 
made." 
Comment:  A  plot  plan  of  the  Contoocook  Cemetery 
shows  the  lots  by  number  and  name  but  no  record 
is  kept  of  the  graves  occupied  or  free  and  there  is 
not  even  a  plot  plan  of  other  cemeteries.  The  death 
certificate  on  file  at  the  town  clerk's  office  shows  the 
cemetery  in  which  a  person  is  buried  but  no  record 
is  kept  of  the  lot  number  or  grave  in  the  lot. 
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"Section  289:6  —  Maintenance.  Every  town  shall 
raise  and  appropriate  sufficient  funds,  by  taxation  or 
otherwise,  to  provide  for  the  suitable  care  and  main- 
tenance of  the  public  cemeteries  within  its  confines 
which  are  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  to  provide 
and  maintain  around  all  such  cemeteries  a  good  and 
sufficient  fence,  and  to  supply  the  same  with  neces- 
sary gates." 
Comment:  The  Contoocook  Cemetery  Association  has 
improved  and  maintained  the  Contoocook  Cemetery 
and  its  excellent  condition  is  solely  due  to  the  super- 
vision given  by  their  officers.  All  other  cemeteries  in 
the  town  are  in  a  state  of  disgraceful  disrepair.  This 
applies  to  trees  which  should  be  cut  or  pruned,  to 
sod,  graves  which  have  caved  in,  roadway,  markers 
which  are  leaning  or  fallen,  and  to  the  fences. 

Conclusions 
It  is  obvious  that  these  cemeteries  cannot  be  brought 
back  into  a  reasonable  condition  without  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  large  sum  of  money.  To  do  this  in  one  year 
would  place  a  terrific  burden  on  the  town  and  a  pro- 
gram should  be  adopted  to  gradually  improve  the  con- 
dition of  each  and  every  cemetery  in  the  town.  To 
accomplish  this  purpose  we  make  the  following  specific 
recommendations : 

a.  That  three  cemetery  commissioners  be  appointed 
by  the  selectmen;  one  to  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  3 
years,  one  for  a  term  of  2  years  and  one  for  a  term  of  1 
year.  That  annually  thereafter,  one  commissioner  be 
elected  by  ballot  to  succeed  the  one  whose  term  expires. 

b.  That  the  commissioners  be  charged  with  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  expenditure  of  all  sums  appropriated 
or  otherwise  available  for  the  care  of  cemeteries. 
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c.  That  the  commissioners  be  instructed  to  contact 
the  families  of  persons  buried  in  town  cemeteries  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  a  perpetual  care  fund  for  the 
lot  wherever  possible  or  to  charge  for  the  care  where 
no  perpetual  care  is  provided  at  the  rate  of  $4.50  a 
single  lot  and  $6.00  for  a  double  lot. 

d.  That  sums  received  from  the  sale  of  lots,  the  in- 
come from  perpetual  care  funds  and  the  income  from 
annual  care  of  lots  be  expended  only  in  the  cemetery 
where  the  lot  is  situated. 

e.  That  the  commissioners  be  authorized  to  take 
such  action  in  the  improvement  of  the  cemeteries  as 
they  may  deem  advisable. 

f.  That  in  1956  the  town  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$4,000  for  the  improvement  and  maintenance  of  its 
town  cemeteries,  no  less  than  $300  of  which  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Contoocook  Cemetery  Association,  Inc. 

ERNEST  S.  ARCHIBALD 
PERLEY  D.  BARNARD 
BERT  G.  BLANCHARD 
SPENCER  S.  DODD 
ARTHUR  C.  HUNTOON 

Committee 
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BASE  MAP:  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 

HOPKINTON    &  EVERETT    DAMS 
RESERVOIR  PLAN 

NEW     HAMPSHIRE 


ezz2> 


Fxisting  numbered  routes 
Existing  poved  highways 
Existing  grovel  roads 
Proposed  ttigtiwoy  relocation 

or  improvement 
Existing  tronsm/sf-ion  lines 
Proposed  transmission  Iin9 

relocation 
Reservoir  f towage  area  at 
spillway  crest  El.  412. 0 
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REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 


At  the  annual  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Hop- 
kinton  held  at  the  Town  Hall  on  Tuesday,  March  8, 
1955,  the  following  Resolution  was  offered  under  Arti- 
cle 20  of  the  Town  Warrant: 

"Resolved,  by  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  in  town  meet- 
ing convened,  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  appoint 
a  Committee  of  seven  property  holders  of  the  Town 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  financial  and  physi- 
cal requirements  of  the  Town  within  the  next  five 
years,  and  to  make  recommendations  of  the  best  ways 
to  meet  these  requirements  at  the  next  annual  Meet- 
ing." This  resolution  was  adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  resolution,  the  Select- 
men sent  the  following  letter: 
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TOWN  OF  HOPKINTON,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
Office  of  Selectmen 

Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  March  18,  1955 
Mr.  John  Graves 
Hopkinton,  N.  H. 

Dear  John: 

In  reference  to  Article  20  published  in  the  1955 
Town  Warrant  in  the  said  Town  of  Hopkinton  and 
acted  upon  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting.  This  author- 
ized the  Selectmen  to  appoint  a  committee  consisting 
of  seven  property  holders  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  financial  and  physi- 
cal requirements  of  the  Town  within  the  next  five 
years,  and  to  make  recommendations  of  the  best  ways  to 
meet  these  requirements  at  the  next  annual  Town 
Meeting. 

We,  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton,  have 
hereby  authorized  the  following  committee  of  men 
to  serve  on  the  above  mentioned  committee:  Chapin 
Hoskins,  Nathaniel  Davis,  Fred  Auer,  James  Weast, 
Ivan  Bohanan,  Ray  Pert,  and  John  Graves,  Chairman. 

We,  the  Selectmen,  do  greatly  appreciate  the  fact 
that  the  above  mentioned  men  are  willing  to  give  their 
time  to  serve  as  members  of  this  committee  and  do  feel 
we  have  chosen  men  well  qualified  to  make  this  com- 
mittee function  so  that  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  people 
of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton,  and  a  great  assistance  to 
the  members  of  the  board  of  Selectmen  in  future  years. 

Sincerely  yours, 
(signed)  DELBERT  E.  READE, 

Chairman 
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PLANNING  FOR  PROGRESS 
On  March  22,  1955,  the  first  meeting  of  this  com- 
mittee was  held  for  the  purpose  of  organization  and  for 
establishing  a  definite  program  to  be  followed.  It  was 
unanimously  decided  to  hold  regular  meetings  twice 
each  month  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays,  with 
a  special  meeting  at  the  request  of  the  Selectmen  to 
be  held  on  March  30th.  Eighteen  meetings  have  been 
held,  besides  the  extra  work  which  has  been  done  out- 
side by  the  various  members  of  the  committee. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  possible  subjects  submitted 
for  study: 

1.  Cemeteries  8.  Public  Health 

2.  Dumps  9.  Taxes  and  Assessments 

3.  Highways  10.  Tax  Map 

4.  Libraries  11.  Town  Government 

5.  Lighting  12.  Trends 

6.  Municipal  Court  13.  Trust  Funds 

7.  Police  Department  14.  Water 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects  studied  and 
upon  which  reports  are  submitted  herewith: 


1. 

Cemeteries 

6. 

Public  Health 

2. 

Dumps 

7. 

Taxes  and  Assessments 

3. 

Highways 

8. 

Trends 

4. 

Libraries 

9. 

Water 

5. 

Lighting 

The  committee  wishes  to  express  its  sincere  apprecia- 
tion to  the  following  people  who  assisted  in  giving  in- 
formation and  data  used  in  this  report:  Raymond  Bar- 
nard, the  late  William  J.  Bishop,  Richard  A.  Brunei, 
Spencer  S.  Dodd,  Bernard  A.  Foster,  Thomas  A.  Koons, 
Theron  G.  Methven,  Stewart  Nelson,  Jr.,  Belle  Night- 
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ingale,  Harry  C.  Parker,  Joseph  S.  Ransmeier,  Delbert 
E.  Reade  and  Harry  N.  Walls,  Sr.;  also  Hiram  W.  John- 
son and  Albert  E.  Thornton  of  Antrim. 

From  the  beginning  it  was  very  apparent  that  the 
problems  facing  any  town  and  our  Town  in  particular 
are  far  more  numerous  than  are  perhaps  realized  by  the 
majority  of  the  residents  of  the  community.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  Committee  do  feel,  however,  that  the  gen- 
eral administration  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  is  and 
has  been  in  excellent  hands,  and  that  the  overall  con- 
dition, both  economically  and  physically,  makes  this 
Town  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State. 

Since  the  School  Warrant  of  March  8,  1955,  con- 
tained an  article  similar  to  the  one  establishing  this 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  school  prob- 
lems, all  direct  consideration  of  school  requirements  has 
been  eliminated  from  discussions  held,  where  possible. 
We  have  endeavored  to  consider  only  those  categories 
which  we  felt  were  most  vital  to  the  Town,  fully  realiz- 
ing that  no  committee  such  as  this  could  possibly  do 
justice  to  all  problems  of  the  community. 

In  order  to  present  to  the  Town  at  its  regular  an- 
nual meeting  to  be  held  on  March  13,  1956,  a  report 
which  will  contain  constructive  recommendations,  we 
are,  of  necessity,  submitting  to  you  the  residents  of  the 
Town  of  Hopkinton,  only  a  recapitulation  of  the  dis- 
cussions, findings  and  recommendations  in  such  form 
as  we  believe  will  afford  ample  opportunity  for  careful 
consideration  and  the  exercising  of  sound  judgment  on 
your  part  of  the  dispositions  and  continuations  to  be 
made. 

We  strongly  recommend  that  you  weigh  each  part  of 
the  following  report  very  carefully,  consider  each  phase 
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for  its  beneficial  effect  on  tfie  Town  as  a  wliole,  and 
then  give  your  full  support  to  those  recommendations 
which  you  honestly  feel  will  make  this  a  better  Town 
for  the  future.  These  recommendations  are  preceded 
by  a  study  made  for  this  Committee  by  the  Institute 
for  Trend  Research  of  this  Town. 

JOHN  K.  GRAVES,  Chairman 
FREDERICK  M.  AUER 
IVAN  L.  BOHANAN 
NATHANIEL  F.  DAVIS 
CHAPIN  HOSKINS 
RAY  W.  PERT 
JAMES  A.  WEAST 
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TRENDS  IN  HOPKINTON  POPULATION, 
INCOME,  AND  EXPENDITURES 


A  Study  by  the  Institute  for  Trend  Research 

The  problem  given  to  a  committee  set  up  by  the 
1955  town  meeting  was  to  study  the  town's  physical 
and  financial  problems  of  the  next  five  years.  To  per- 
form its  job  intelligently,  the  committee  needed  to 
gain  some  idea  of  changes  likely  to  occur  in  the  town. 
To  help  in  this  part  of  the  task,  the  Institute  for  Trend 
Research,  a  non-profit  organization  located  in  Hop- 
kinton,  has  made  this  study  of  past  and  present  changes 
in  the  town. 

Financial  figures  for  the  years  1890  to  1954  were 
supplied  by  John  K.  Graves.  Town  and  school  officials 
have  added  to  these.  Information  concerning  the  farm- 
ing trend  was  supplied  by  James  S.  Rock,  Assistant 
County  Agricultural  Agent.  Calculations  of  changing 
trends  were  made  by  Mrs.  Douglas  Ladd  of  Henniker, 
formerly  of  Hopkinton. 

The  entire  purpose  of  this  study  has  been  to  measure 
and  interpret  changes  which  have  actually  occurred. 
At  no  point  in  the  report  is  it  intended  to  imply  that 
any  such  change  has  been  favorable  or  unfavorable, 
good  or  bad.  Each  change  is  simply  a  matter  of  fact 
which  may  help  us  as  citizens  to  get  a  clearer  view  of 
the  future  trends  in  Hopkinton. 

HOW  HOPKINTON   HAS  CHANGED 
A  Summary 

Since  1920,  Hopkinton  has  been  a  growing  town. 
Before  1920  its  population  had  declined  for  nearly  a 
century. 

From  1940  to  1950,  our  population  increased  fif- 
teen per  cent. 
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After  1890,  town  budgets  increased  in  amount  until 
after  World  War  I.  Then,  for  nearly  twenty-five  years, 
they  decreased.  Since  1943,  total  town  income  and  ex- 
penditures have  increased  sharply,  but  since  1953  town 
government  expenses  have  been  reduced.  Payments  to 
precincts,  county  and  state,  and  schools  have  contin- 
ued to  increase. 

The  town  budget  as  a  whole  is  nearly  14  times  what 
itv/asin  1890. 

From  1943  to  1955  town  payments  to  the  precincts 
increased  847  per  cent,  to  schools  269  per  cent,  to  the 
county  and  state  263  per  cent.  Town  government  costs 
rose  176  per  cent,  total  town  income  227  per  cent. 

Since  1890,  the  chief  change  in  the  makeup  of  town 
income  has  been  a  substantial  decrease  in  federal  and 
state  contributions  (offset  in  part  by  increased  state  ex- 
penditures on  highways  within  the  town)  .  This  de- 
crease has  largely  been  met  by  increased  real  estate 
taxes. 

HOPKINTON  POPULATION 

Change  in  Population 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago  the  popula- 
tion of  Hopkinton  was  just  under  2500.  Its  growth 
from  prerevolutionary  times  had  been  at  first  very 
rapid,  then  slower  and  slower.  After  1830  a  population 
decline  began  which  lasted  90  years.  By  1920  the  town 
had  lost  forty  out  of  every  hundred  of  its  people.  Since 
1920  Hopkinton's  population  has  again  been  increas- 
ing. 

The  makeup  of  the  population  has  also  changed  in 
125  years.  In  the  early  1800's,  Hopkinton  was  a  pros- 
perous agricultural  community,  with  political  and 
judicial  importance.  This  was  before  railroads  and 
waterpower  gave  rise  to  New  Hampshire's  industrial 
cities. 
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Decline  of  population  and  abandonment  of  farms, 
followed  by  much  reforestation,  went  hand  in  hand. 
By  1920  Hopkinton  was  a  community  of  small  self- 
supporting  farms  plus  a  moderate  amount  of  manufac- 
turing industry  and  some  income  from  summer  visitors. 

With  the  coming  of  automobiles  and  good  roads, 
particularly  after  1920,  Hopkinton  began  to  be  a  town 
in  which  people  could  live  advantageously  by  working 
in  other  communities,  particularly  Concord.  It  was 
also  attractive  to  men  and  women  retiring  from  their 
lifetime  activities.  Summer  visitors  changed  from 
boarders  to  owners  of  homes. 

From  1920  to  1950,  the  character  of  agriculture  also 
changed.  Small  self-supporting  general  farms  have  dim- 
inished in  number,  and  specialization  in  poultry  prod- 
ucts, dairy  products,  or  apples  has  increased.  In  1930, 
there  were  76  farms  in  the  town,  averaging  slightly  less 
than  200  acres.  In  1955,  there  are  33  "operating  farms," 
about  half  of  them  specializing. 

Since  1920,  industrial  and  commercial  employment 
within  the  town  appears  to  have  increased  and  the 
number  of  farm  workers  has  decreased.  Thus  our  in- 
crease in  population  appears  to  be  primarily  due  to 
gain  in  the  numbers  of  those  who  live  here  and  work 
elsewhere,  and  in  the  retired  population. 

All  of  these  changes  have  a  bearing  on  the  future 
population  of  the  town. 

Population  Changes  Are  Related  to  Outside  Factors 

The  ninety  year  decline  in  Hopkinton's  population 
was  related  both  to  the  first  opening  of  the  West,  be- 
fore the  Civil  War,  and  also  to  the  second  opening 
which  accompanied  the  building  of  western  railroads 
after  the  Civil  War. 

More  significantly,  however,  the  population  decline 
appears  to  have  been  related  to  the  decline  of  prices, 
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particularly  agricultural  prices,  which  follow  each  great 
war. 

After  the  War  of  1812,  the  decline  of  prices  reached 
a  climax  in  1846,  and  it  was  in  the  decade  of  the  forties 
that  Hopkinton  suffered  its  greatest  population  loss 
of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  In  the  fifties 
prices  were  rising,  and  reached  an  inflationary  climax 
at  the  end  of  the  Civil  War.  A  sharp  break  into  the 
seventies  followed,  and  another  severe  break  in  the 
nineties.  Hopkinton  population  held  steady  in  the  fif- 
ties, but  had  its  sharpest  decline  of  all  in  the  sixties. 
After  temporarily  holding  steady  in  the  eighties,  a  new 
population  decline  climaxed  in  the  nineties. 

In  the  present  century,  presumably  because  farming 
is  no  longer  Hopkinton's  dominant  industry,  the  rela- 
tionship of  population  to  the  rise  and  fall  of  commodity 
prices  is  less  definite,  but  apparently  it  still  exists.  It  is 
particularly  noteworthy  that  the  greatest  ten  year  popu- 
lation gain  yet  recorded  coincided  with  ten  years  of 
great  price  inflation. 

In  the  history  of  the  United  States,  violent  price 
rises  have  accompanied  every  great  war,  and  prolonged 
price  declines  have  begun  at  the  end  of  or  a  few  years 
after  the  end  of  each  war.  Recent  research  has  shown 
that  the  effect  of  these  great  rises  and  declines  upon  the 
livelihood  of  human  beings  has  been  much  greater  than 
was  ever  before  realized,  and  the  apparent  relationship 
to  trends  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton  should  not  be  too 
surprising. 

Hoiv  Fast  Are  We  Growing? 

When  an  important  change  takes  place  in  human 
life,  there  is  frequently  a  tendency  for  it  to  continue 
at  a  more  or  less  constant  rate.  Changes  in  population 
tend  to  follow  this  rule,  sometimes  for  considerable 
periods  of  time. 
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Between  1830  and  1920,  Hopkinton  lost  on  the  aver- 
age six  people  out  of  every  hundred  in  each  ten  years. 
"Six  per  cent  per  ten  years"  was  the  average  rate  of  its 
decline.  When  the  population  was  near  2,500,  in  1830, 
a  six  per  cent  decline  would  mean  the  loss  of  150 
people.  When  the  census  showed  fewer  than  1,600  peo- 
ple in  1910,  a  six  per  cent  decline  would  mean  fewer 
than  100  people.  It  is  the  rate  of  change  which  tends 
to  be  constant,  not  the  actual  number  of  people  leaving 
or  coming  to  the  community. 

A  straight  line  drawn  on  Chart  1  from  1830  to  1920 
shows  what  would  have  happened  to  the  population 
of  this  town  if  it  had  declined  at  a  constant  rate  of  just 
under  six  per  cent  for  each  ten  years  during  the  entire 
period.  It  can  clearly  be  seen  that  at  no  time  did  the 
net  change  get  very  far  away  from  this  trend  line.  It 
can  also  be  seen  that  the  basic  trend  which  continued 
for  ninety  years  was  well  established  at  the  end  of  the 
first  quarter  of  a  century  after  1830. 

In  the  30  years  from  1920  to  1950,  Hopkinton  popu- 
lation has  been  rising  at  a  rate  of  slightly  more  than 
eight  per  cent  per  ten  years.  In  the  first  ten  years  the 
gain  was  three  per  cent,  in  the  second  ten  years  seven 
per  cent,  and  in  the  third  ten  years  fifteen  per  cent. 
Thus  far,  the  rate  of  gain  has  increased  in  each  decade. 

Population  Changes  in  the  Near  Future 

No  one  can  tell  exactly  what  will  have  happened  to 
the  population  of  Hopkinton  when  the  census  of  1960 
is  taken.  But  unless  we  foresee  some  great  special  event 
which  will  change  the  entire  character  of  the  town  (as, 
for  instance,  the  Newington  Airbase  is  changing  the 
character  of  towns  in  eastern  New  Hampshire),  estab- 
lished rates  of  change  are  our  best  guides  for  sensing 
the  probabilities  of  the  future. 

When  a  population  change  such  as  started  here  in 
the  twenties  gets  underway,  there  is  first  a  tendency  for 
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CHART  1 
CHANGES  IN  HOPKINTON  POPULATION 
Viffures  by  Courtesy  of  New  Hampshire  State  Library 
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the  rate  of  gain  to  speed  up,  as  it  has  done  in  the  thirties 
and  forties  in  Hopkinton.  After  a  time  the  rate  of  gain 
begins  to  slow  down.  But  it  is  not  normal  for  sturdy 
growth  to  stop  suddenly  and  without  warning. 

In  1950,  the  census  reported  1,831  people  living  in 
Hopkinton.  We  do  not  know  what  has  happened  since 
1950,  but  three  possibilities  may  be  considered: 

(1)  If  increase  in  the  present  decade  is  at  the  average 
rate  for  1920  to  1950,  population  in  1960  will  be 
somewhere  around  1,985. 

(2)  If  the  increase  is  at  the  same  rate  as  the  1940's 
(15    per   cent),    we    shall    have    somewhere    around 

2,111  people  in  1960. 

(3)  If  the  rate  of  change  speeds  up  between  1950 
and  1960  in  the  same  degree  that  change  in  the 
forties  speeded  up  over  change  in  the  thirties,  our 
population  in  1960  will  be  around  2,278. 

It  is  not  impossible  for  greater  gain  than  this  to  occur. 
Neither  is  it  impossible  that,  in  spite  of  sturdy  growth 
in  the  first  five  years  of  the  decade,  changes  in  condi- 
tions outside  of  Hopkinton  may  hold  the  change  for 
the  entire  decade  to  less  than  a  gain  of  fifteen  per  cent. 

What  really  has  happened  between  1950  and  1955 
is  far  from  clear.  School  population  has  increased  34 
per  cent,  partly  from  new  families,  partly  perhaps  from 
improved  attendance.  But  the  number  of  poll  taxes, 
affected  by  exemptions  as  well  as  population  change, 
has  decreased  nearly  seven  per  cent!  The  number  of 
voters  appears  to  be  approximately  unchanged.  In  1955 
there  were  887  poll  taxes  in  the  warrant,  but  there  are 
at  present  178  exemptions  for  those  who  have  reached 
the  age  of  70,  and  280  for  veterans.  This  is  a  total  of 
458. 

A  possible  assumption  is  that  total  population  has 
increased  about  the  same  amount  as  school  population. 
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or  approximately  100.  If  this  is  correct,  then  during 
the  fifties  our  population  gain  is  running  between  the 
first  and  second  possibilities  listed  above.  But  it  may  be 
greater. 

Reasons  for  Further  Population  Increase 

Each  individual  who  reads  this  report  may  judge 
for  himself  what  may  be  the  causes  for  further  popula- 
tion increase  in  Hopkinton.  The  following  possibilities 
may  be  considered. 

Combination  of  location,  physical  attractiveness, 
sound  town  finances,  and  improving  public  schools 
makes  Hopkinton  an  attractive  residence  town  for  peo- 
ple who  work  within  commuting  range.  Building  of 
new  fast  state  highways  increases  this  range. 

A  post-war  decline  in  agricultural  prices  is  underway. 
In  New  Hampshire  this  is  mirrored  in  declines  in 
poultry  and  egg  prices  and  current  controversy  over 
the  fixing  of  milk  prices.  Types  of  farming  which  are 
now  the  most  popular  in  our  community  may  lose  at- 
tractiveness with  further  price  decline.  Subsistence 
farming  may  become  more  popular. 

Hopkinton  has  local  industries  which  hope  to  in- 
crease their  employment,  but  it  has  no  special  attrac- 
tions for  new  industries.  The  possibility  that  the 
national  housing  boom  has  ended,  and  that  lumber 
prices  may  decline  must  be  considered  in  connection 
with  the  future  of  work  in  the  woods. 

TOWN  INCOME 
Over  a  period  of  years,  the  amount  of  money  taken 
in  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  is  also  a  measure  of  the 
amount  of  money  spent.  At  times  a  slight  surplus  is  ac- 
quired for  working  capital,  at  other  times  current  in- 
come does  not  meet  current  expense.  But  over  the  long 
pull  the  number  of  dollars  of  town  income  indicates  the 
amounts  which  those  who  operate  the  town  government 
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must  provide  in  order  to  meet  the  expenditures  author- 
ized at  town  meetings  and  pay  other  obligations,  includ- 
ing those  to  the  county,  the  state  and  the  precincts. 

For  this  study,  figures  of  town  income  and  expendi- 
tures were  provided  at  ten  year  intervals  from  1890  to 
1930,  and  annually  since  1930. 

How  Town  Income  Has  Increased 

In  1890,  Hopkinton's  selectmen  had  to  raise  only 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  take  care  of  town  govern- 
ment, schools,  precincts,  and  payments  to  Merrimack 
County  and  to  the  state.  In  1955,  town  income  was 
over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

This  nearly  fourteen  to  one  increase  has  passed 
through  three  stages  (Chart  2).  First:  after  1890,  in- 
come increased,  particularly  during  the  decade  which 
included  World  War  I.  Second:  from  1920  to  1943 
was  a  period  of  retrenchment.  Third:  during  World 
War  II  another  period  of  increase  began  and  is  still 
continuing. 

The  rate  of  increase  has  been  slowing  down  since 
1949,  and  particularly  since  1951.  (This  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  line  which  represents  income  on  the 
chart  is  not  now  rising  as  sharply  as  it  was  before  those 
dates.) 

Relation  to  Outside  Events 

These  three  stages  in  the  history  of  Hopkinton  in- 
come mirror  important  national  and  international 
trends.  In  the  1890's  the  decline  of  prices  which  fol- 
lowed the  Civil  War  came  to  an  end,  and  prices  rose, 
first  slowly,  and  after  1915  explosively,  until  1920. 
Prices  then  declined  until  1932,  then  rose  until  during 
the  Korean  War.  Since  1950,  farm  prices  and  some 
non-farm  prices  (including  those  of  cloth,  which  are 
important  to  New  Hampshire)  have  sharply  declined. 

There  is  an  even  closer  relationship  between  changes 
in   Hopkinton   income  and  changes  in   interest  rates, 
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which  are  prices  paid  for  borrowing  money.  Like  com- 
modity prices,  interest  rates  rose  until  1920,  and  de- 
clined thereafter.  However,  unlike  commodity  prices, 
after  interest  rates  had  declined  they  did  not  begin  to 
rise  until  1942,  and  at  the  end  of  1955  they  were  still 
rising. 

It  is  not  intended  to  suggest  that  rises  and  declines  in 
interest  rates  cause  changes  in  Hopkinton  income. 
There  is  a  very  strong  suggestion,  however,  that  when 
conditions  occur  which  cause  interest  rates  to  rise  or 
to  decline  nationally,  those  same  conditions  encourage 
or  discourage  increases  in  town  expenditures. 

Town  Income  per  Capita 

Since  there  are  more  people  living  in  Hopkinton 
than  there  were  in  1920,  it  would  be  natural  for  the 
town  to  be  receiving  and  spending  more  money.  The 
relation  of  town  income  to  population  can  be  found 
by  dividing  the  income  in  any  year  by  the  number  of 
people.  As  Chart  3  shows,  expenditures  have  increased 
from  eight  dollars  per  person  in  1890  to  around  one 
hundred  per  person  in  1955.  In  doing  so,  they  have 
passed  through  the  three  stages  of  increase,  retrench- 
ment, and  increase. 

Value  of  the  Dollar 

When  prices  rise,  the  dollar  will  buy  less.  When 
prices  decline,  the  dollar  will  buy  more.  Therefore,  as 
every  citizen  knows,  when  prices  rise  it  costs  more  to 
run  the  town,  and  when  prices  decline  it  could  cost 
less. 

From  1890  to  1920,  prices  (as  measured  by  a  widely 
used  government  index)  increased  approximately  three- 
fold, per  capita  town  income  sixfold. 

Between  1920  and  1940,  prices  were  approximately 
halved,  per  capita  town  income  decreased  only  ten 
per  cent. 

Since  1940,  prices  have  slightly  more  than  doubled, 
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and  per  capita  town  income  also  has  slightly  more  than 
doubled. 

In  other  words,  during  the  first  period  of  increase, 
from  1890  to  1920,  rising  costs  account  for  only  a  small 
part  of  the  increase  in  the  town  budget.  In  the  period 
of  retrenchment,  the  budget  did  not  drop  as  much  as 
costs  did.  In  the  current  period  of  increase,  covering 
roughly  the  last  fifteen  years,  practically  all  of  the  in- 
crease in  the  town  budget  may  be  accounted  for  by 
population  increases  and  cost  increases. 

Other  Factors  in  the  Individual  Burden 

Rises  and  falls  in  per  capita  town  income  are  roughly 
a  measure  of  the  dollars  and  cents  burden  on  the  aver- 
age individual  in  the  town.  However,  without  a  study 
of  changes  in  income  from  other  sources  than  property 
and  poll  taxes,  and  of  the  taxes  paid  by  corporations, 
the  exact  burden  upon  the  average  individual  cannot 
be  judged. 

WHERE  DOES  THE  MONEY  GO? 

For  this  study,  the  history  of  Hopkinton  town  ex- 
penditures has  been  provided  to  us  in  four  parts.  These 
are  the  expenses  of  the  town  government  itself,  and 
the  amounts  paid  out  to  schools,  to  the  county  and 
the  state,  and  to  precincts.  Payments  to  the  state  in- 
clude, in  recent  years,  head  taxes. 

Table  I  indicates  what  these  expenditures  were  in 
the  years  1890,  1920,  1940,  1950,  and  1955.  Table  II 

TABLE   I 

TOWN   EXPENDITURES 

CLASSIFIED,   IN   DOLLARS 

1890     1920     1940     1950     1955 

Town  Costs  4760    44430    32017    54506    60441 

Paid  to: 

Schools     3648  13629  25283  67955        102386 

County  &   State    5569  10069  10579  10351  17921 

Precincts    100  1950  1800  5550  10424 

TABLE   II 

TOWN   EXPENDITURES 

IN  DOLLARS  AND  CENTS  PER  CAPITA 

1890  1920  1940  1950  1955 

esti- 
mated 

Town    Costs     2.61  30.89  20.17  29.77  30.00 

Paid  to: 

Schools     2.00  9.47  15.93  37.11  51.00 

County  &   State    3.07  7.00  6.66  5.65  9.00 

Precincts      .05  1.35  1.13  3.03  5.00 
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CHART  4 

CHANGES   IN  DOLLAR  EXPENDITURES,    1943-1955 
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TABLE   III 
CHANGES   IN   EXPENDITURES 

1950-55 

In  Dollars  Percentage         In  Fractions 

Town    Costs    5935  10.8                      1  /9 

Paid   to: 

Schools    34431  50.7                      1/2 

County  &  State    7570  73.2                       3/4 

Precincts     4874  87.6                        7/8 

TABLE   IV 

SOURCES   OF    INCOME 

IN   PERCENTAGES   OF   TOTAL 

1890  1900  1910  1920  1930  1940  1950  1955 

Property  Taxes    57.8  78.0  78.0  64.4  75.9  81.2  86.0  81.1 

State    &    Federal    37.1  20.4  20.6  32.8  14.2  10.8  7.0  8.8 

Motor   Vehicle    0            0            0            0  4.0  4.2  5.1  6.1 

Other     5.1          1.5         1.3         2.7  5.8  3.8  1.9  4.0 

shows  what  these  expenditures  were  per  capita,  that  is 
to  say  in  terms  of  dollars  and  cents  per  resident.  Chart 
4  is  a  picture  of  the  figures  in  Table  II,  together  with 
a  line  for  total  expenditures  per  capita. 

In  the  first  expansion  period,  1890  to  1920,  per  capita 
payments  to  county  and  state  more  than  doubled,  those 
to  schools  increased  almost  fivefold,  town  expenses  near- 
ly twelvefold,  and  precinct  payments  were  multiplied 
by  27. 

In  the  retrenchment  period  between  1920  and  1940, 
payments  to  the  county  and  state  went  down  about  5%, 
those  to  the  precincts  16%,  and  town  expenses  de- 
creased 35%.  Payments  to  the  schools  rose  about  70%, 
then  stood  still  for  ten  years. 

In  the  second  expansion  period,  per  capita  payments 
to  precincts  in  1955  are  about  four  and  one-half  times 
what  they  were  in  1940.  Payments  to  schools  have  been 
multiplied  by  three,  town  expenses  by  one  and  one-half, 
and  payments  to  county  and  state  by  one  and  one-third. 

The  combined  effect  of  change  in  the  retrenchment 
period  and  in  the  second  expansion  period  is  that  since 
1920  per  capita  expenses  for  town  government  have 
slightly  decreased,  payments  to  county  and  state  have 
increased  about  one-fourth,  school  payments  are  over 
five  times  what  they  were,  and  precinct  payments  nearly 
four  times. 
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WHERE  THE  MONEY  COMES  FROM 

Back  in  1890  more  than  one-third  (37.1  per  cent)  of 
the  total  town  funds  came  from  state  and  federal 
sources.  In  1950  only  seven  per  cent  came  from  these 
sources.  This  decline  is  the  chief  change  in  the  nature 
of  the  town's  income. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  state,  this  declining  per- 
centage does  not  represent  all  of  the  truth.  In  1950,  the 
state  laid  out  nearly  $34,000  on  roads  within  the  town. 
Most  of  these  roads  would  otherwise  have  to  be  main- 
tained by  the  town.  What  the  figure  of  seven  per  cent 
represents  is  the  proportion  of  the  money  received  and 
paid  out  through  the  treasurer  of  Hopkinton  which 
comes  from  state  and  federal  sources. 

Practically  all  of  the  decline  of  revenue  from  state 
and  federal  sources  has  been  taken  up  by  property 
taxes.  Motor  vehicle  taxes  have  provided  a  new  source 
of  importance  since  1920,  but  in  the  past  25  years  the 
percentage  of  revenue  from  this  source  has  not  changed 
greatly. 

THE  FUTURE 

From  the  figures  which  have  been  studied,  various 
conclusions  about  the  future  may  be  drawn.  Here  are 
some: 

Hopkinton  will  probably  continue  to  grow.  For  the 
present,  it  is  likely  to  become  increasingly  a  residential 
town,  but  new  reasons  for  population  growth  may 
later  appear. 

In  coming  years  the  town's  rate  of  growth  may  slow 
down  because  of  economic  changes  typical  of  a  post- 
war world. 

It  is  unlikely  that  town  expenditures  can  continue  to 
increase  more  rapidly  than  population.  In  fact,  a  trend 
toward  retrenchment  in  expenditures  is  probable  if 
the  United  States  remains  free  from  war. 

The  fact  that,  percentagewise,  the  greatest  past  in- 
creases in  town  expenditures  have  been  in  payments  to 
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precincts  is  probably  significant.  Our  continued  growth 
as  a  residential  town  is  certain  to  add  to  our  problems 
of  water  supply,  lighting,  police  and  fire  protection, 
refuse  disposal,  and  sanitation.  At  present  some  of 
these  are  primarily  precinct  problems,  but  it  should 
not  be  surprising  if  the  precincts  feel  disposed  to  ask 
the  town  as  a  whole  to  share  some  of  the  increasing 
load. 

In  the  past  five  years  a  substantial  increase  in  school 
population  has  occurred  at  the  same  time  as  a  decrease 
in  poll  tax  numbers.  If  this  trend  continues,  and  the 
percentage  of  town  income  paid  by  corporations  re- 
mains as  it  is  (or  declines) ,  the  burden  upon  individual 
taxpayers  will  increase. 

Taking  the  possibilities  both  of  national  and  of  local 
trends  into  consideration,  there  is  a  strong  possibility 
that  in  the  next  five  to  ten  years  the  town  of  Hopkin- 
ton  will  be  facing  growing  pains  and  their  costs  and, 
at  the  same  time,  pressures  for  retrenchment  in  com- 
munity expenditures  and  in  taxes. 

Institute  for  Trend  Research 
CHAPIN  HOSKINS, 

Chairman  of  the  Trustees 

Trustees  of  the  Institute  for  Trend  Research 
Hopkinton:    Chapin    Hoskins,    Mrs.    Chapin    Hoskins, 

Harold  Kimball,  Lewis  Nelson 
Concord:  Stewart  Nelson,  Robert  Reno 
Connecticut:  John  E.  Ellsworth 
Massachusetts:  Charles  C.  McArthur 
New  York:  William  E.  Clark,  Dana  Vaughn 
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RECOMMENDATION  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

1.    Town  Cemeteries 

Present  Problem:  Inadequate  records  and  insufficient 
maintenance. 

Future  Problem:  Need  for  Coordinated  Cemetery  Su- 
pervision and  Records,  with  the  view  toward  Expan- 
sion and  possible  Consolidation. 

Possible  Solutions: 

1.  Cemetery  Associations. 

2.  Special  Citizen  Committee  Control. 

3.  Abandonment    of   outlying    Cemeteries    and    in- 
creased facilities  of  Central  Cemeteries. 

Recommended    Solution:    Special    Citizen    Committee 

Control. 
Present  Problem:  At  present  there  are  seven  public 
cemeteries  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Town  to 
Maintain  and  operate.  The  Contoocook  Cemetery  is 
operated  under  the  supervision  of  a  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion, thus  relieving  direct  supervision  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Selectmen,  but  it  continues  to  require 
some  assistance  through  Taxation  from  the  Town  as  a 
whole.  The  other  six  Cemeteries  are  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Selectmen  only.  These  are  the  Hopkinton 
Old  Cemetery,  the  Hopkinton  New  Cemetery,  the 
Stumpfield  Cemetery,  the  Clement's  Hill  Cemetery,  the 
Blackwater  Cemetery  and  the  Putney  Hill  Cemetery. 
The  present  problem  mainly  has  to  do  with  these  six 
cemeteries. 

In  each  of  these  cemeteries  there  are  certain  lots 
which  are  cared  for  by  special  Perpetual  Care  Trust 
Funds,  but  there  are  other  lots  which  are  without  per- 
petual care.  The  first  problem  in  each  of  these  ceme- 
teries is  the  lack  of  adequate  records  showing  cemetery 
bounds,  lot  bounds,  lot  ownership  and  lot  burials.  This 
situation  also  applies  to  the  Perpetual  Care  lots.  The 
second  problem  is  inadequate  maintenance  and  facili- 
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ties  for  maintenance.  With  the  exception  of  the  Hop- 
kinton  Old  Cemetery,  there  are  no  facilities  for  water- 
ing the  grounds.  Consequently  most  of  the  areas  have 
been  allowed  to  revert  back  to  natural  scrub  and  brush 
growth.  The  third  problem  is  the  lack  of  proper  bounds 
and  fencing  as  is  required  by  law.  Included  under  this 
problem  is  the  lack  of  records  showing  actual  land 
available  for  future  use  within  these  cemeteries. 

The  fourth  problem  is  lack  of  sufficient  appropria- 
tions and  Trust  Funds  to  provide  adequate  main- 
tenance and  operation  of  these  cemeteries.  The  fifth 
problem  concerns  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  to  non-resi- 
dents or  to  persons  who  are  neither  residents  nor  prop- 
erty holders  within  the  Township. 

Future  Problem:  Continued  inadequate  supervision  of 
Town  Cemeteries  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  an  increased 
tax  burden  to  the  Town  as  the  number  of  burials  in- 
creases, which  will  occur  with  increased  population. 
Recommended  Solution:  Because  of  the  nature  of  the 
problem  of  Town  Cemeteries,  it  being  one  of  spiritual 
and  moral  obligation  to  the  Town  as  well  as  physical 
and  financial,  it  is  the  recommendation  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  by  the 
Selectmen,  membership  on  such  committee  to  be  made 
upon  the  recommendations  of  the  clergy  represented 
with  the  Town,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  study 
of  the  Cemetery  Problem  and  of  making  detailed  recom- 
mendations for  its  solution  at  the  next  annual  Town 
Meeting.  It  is  the  understanding  of  this  Committee  that 
the  Selectmen  have  already  proceeded  to  carry  out  this 
recommendation. 

2.    Town  Dumps 
Present  Problems:  Present  locations  adjacent  to  resi- 
dential and  industrial  properties. 
Fire  hazards  to  both  villages. 
Inadequate  control  on  non-dump  days. 
Increasing  numbers  of  rodents  and  wild  dogs. 
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Future  Problems:  Inadequate  facilities  for  expansion. 
Present  locations  detrimental  to  residential  and  in- 
dustrial growth. 
Increased  expense  due  to  multiple  system. 

Possible  Solutions: 

1.  Commercial  type  incinerators. 

2.  Consolidation  of  present  dumps  into  a  single  cen- 
trally located  dump. 

3.  Partial  pick-up  service  financed  individually. 

4.  Complete  pick-up  service  financed  by  the  Town. 

Recommended  Solutions:  Consolidation  of  present 
dumps  into  a  single  centrally  located  dump  and  par- 
tial pick-up  service  financed  individually. 

Present  Problems:  The  present  dumps  are  rapidly  be- 
coming inadequate  to  service  the  growing  needs  of  the 
Town.  As  more  and  more  people  become  residents, 
present  day  disposal  problems  increase  the  facilities  of 
the  dumps  to  a  point  where  soon  other  provisions  must 
be  made.  The  location  of  the  present  dumps  very  seri- 
ously hampers  proper  taxation  of  adjacent  areas  and 
the  sale  of  existing  properties.  The  rodent  and  fly 
problems  are  definitely  not  improving,  nor  is  the  prob- 
lem of  the  wild  dog  pack  in  Hopkinton.  With  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  present  facilities,  together  with  a  greater 
need  for  burning  and  burial,  the  danger  from  fire  to 
both  villages  becomes  more  acute.  Also  there  is  that 
ever-present  problem  of  the  inconsiderate  resident  who 
insists  upon  using  the  dumps  at  times  other  than  those 
prescribed  by  the  Selectmen. 

Future  Problems:  The  present  dumps  will  be  entirely 
inadequate  within  a  few  years  at  the  present  rate  of 
expansion.  The  problem  of  what  to  do  and  where  to 
go  will  continue  annually  until  something  is  done.  The 
present  dumps,  likewise,  prevent  growth  of  adjacent 
areas,  for  who  wants  a  home  or  a  place  of  business  next 
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to  the  dump!  Bona  fide  complaints  have  already  been 
filed  with  the  Town  Authorities.  Should  such  com- 
plaints be  pressed  further,  State  intervention  quite  pos- 
sibly would  occur.  The  longer  this  problem  is  tabled, 
the  more  expensive  will  be  the  cost  when  a  final  move 
must  be  made. 

Recommended  Solutions: 

1.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  Selectmen 
take  immediate  steps  to  centralize  the  Town  Dump,  to 
close  permanently  the  present  facilities,  and  to  cause 
these  facilities  to  be  graded  off  and  the  land  to  be  sold 
to  the  highest  bidders.  Your  Committee  believes  that 
the  best  possible  location  for  a  centralized  dump  would 
be  in  the  area  west  of  the  road  leading  from  Dolly's 
Corner  to  Gage  Hill  and  east  of  the  Bassett  Mill  Road. 
Land  in  this  area  has  little  tax  value  as  evidenced  by 
recent  sales,  one  being  80  acres  for  $100.  With  some 
road  work,  this  area  affords  a  central  location  which  is 
equally  accessible  to  Hopkinton,  Contoocook  and  West 
Hopkinton. 

2.  Your  Committee  also  recommends  that  D-con 
containing  Warfarin  be  used  extensively  to  control  the 
rodent  population. 

3.  Your  Committee  further  recommends  that  a  par- 
tial pick-up  service  of  trash,  dump  and  other  refuse  be 
installed  by  the  Selectmen  at  the  expense  of  each  in- 
dividual serviced. 

3.    Town  Highways 
Present  Problems:  Insufficient  funds. 
Highway  and  Bridge  overloads. 
Inadequate  Traffic  Control. 
Inadequate  Drainage  and  Lack  of  Proper  Road  Beds. 

Future  Problems:  Increase  in  Traffic. 
Increase  in  Maintenance  Costs. 
Expansion  of  Town  in  Residential  Growth. 
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Possible  Solutions: 

1.  Continuation     of    Town     Highway     Committee 
Studies  and  Recommendations. 

2.  Increased  annual  taxation. 

3.  Five-year  bonding  program  of  T.  R.  A.  Funds. 

4.  Increased  Police  authority  and  a  Municipal  Court. 

Recommended  Solutions:  Continuation  of  Town  High- 
way Committee  and  five-year  bonding  program  of 
T.  R.  A.  Funds. 

Present  Problems:  With  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  there 
are  approximately  99.5  miles  of  highways,  of  which 
20.43  miles  are  maintained  by  the  State.  The  balance  is 
made  up  of  72.61  miles  of  Class  5  roads  (Town  Roads) 
and  6.5  miles  of  Class  6  roads.  (Non-maintained  Town 
Roads).  These  roads  were  originally  laid  out  for  wagon, 
sled  and  slow  automotive  traffic,  but  with  the  changing 
times,  the  friction  of  high-speed  automobiles  and  heavy 
trucking  have,  in  many  cases,  so  broken  up  the  roads 
that  proper  maintenance  and  reconstruction  becomes 
more  costly  year  by  year.  Likewise,  the  popular  demand 
for  clean  winter  roads  allows  the  frost-line  to  undermine 
existing  roadbeds  during  the  frost  and  thaw  seasons. 
To  bring  all  roads  used  by  residential  and  business 
property  holders  into  first  class  condition  would  impose 
such  a  burden  of  taxation  that  the  majority  of  the  tax- 
payers could  not  afford  to  remain  as  residents.  There- 
fore, the  major  problem  at  present  is:  How  can  the 
Town  best  afford  adequate  highway  maintenance  and 
construction? 

Another  ever  increasing  problem  is  traffic  control. 
Within  the  past  three  years  the  number  of  accidents 
which  have  occurred,  particularly  within  the  village 
limits  of  Hopkinton  and  Contoocook,  is  alarming.  Only 
by  whatever  Power  controls  the  lives  and  destinies  of 
man  has  real  tragedy  been  averted.  With  speed  mania 
and  indifference  at  the  wheel,  the  answer  to  why  our 
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visitors,  our  neighbors  and  ourselves  have  not  been 
mowed  down  in  wholesale  fashion  is  a  great  mystery. 

Still  another  problem  is  overloading  on  poor-bed 
roadways  and  bridges.  Although  immediate  evidence  of 
breakdown  is  not  visible,  a  constant  tearing  down 
gradually  leads  to  costly  repairs  in  the  long  run. 

Future  Problems:  As  our  Town  grows  in  population, 
as  new  homes  are  built  and  old  ones  reconstructed,  the 
demand  for  adequate  highways  increases.  With  the  pos- 
sible advent  of  limited  access  highways  adjacent  to  the 
Town,  the  desire  of  outsiders  to  become  residents  will 
increase,  together  with  the  normal  trends  which  have 
been  occurring  over  the  past  ten  years.  To  encourage 
such  trends  and  growth,  adequate  roads  are  essential. 
But  looking  at  a  Town  Map  today  will  not  properly 
foretell  the  areas  of  growth  tomorrow.  Therefore,  while 
projected  planning  is  desirable,  constant  changes  will 
become  necessary.  Possible  Federal  Flood  Control  Pro- 
grams likewise  will  make  a  positive  projected  program 
in  all  sections  of  the  Town  somewhat  faulty. 

We  all  would  like  to  have  first  class  roads  past  our 
front  doors,  but  when  we  look  at  the  overall  picture 
clearly  some  of  us  must  accept  second  rate  entrances  to 
our  homes  and  places  of  business.  However,  there  are 
certain  basic  sections  of  our  highway  system  which  can 
be  improved  for  the  benefit  of  the  Town  as  a  whole, 
together  with  the  installation  of  adequate  culverts  and 
proper  drainage  ditches  on  all  roads  in  the  Class  5 
group.  With  these  thoughts  in  mind,  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations: 

Recommended  Solutions: 

1.  Your  Committee  feels  that  the  Highway  Planning 
Committee  as  voted  at  Town  Meeting  on  March  13, 
1951,  should  be  continued  and  that  all  possible  support 
be  given  to  allow  it  to  function  properly  and  smoothly 
in  the  performance  of  its  duties  in  making  recommen- 
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dations  and  in  assisting  the  Selectmen  and  the  Road 
Agent  to  carry  out  an  adequate  highway  program.  We 
feel  that  the  highway  program  should  embrace  two  basic 
plans,  namely,  a  general  plan  projected  over  five-year 
intervals  and  a  detailed  but  flexible  plan  of  priority 
and  schedule  to  be  reviewed  annually. 

2.  Your  Committee  also  feels  that  reduction  in  main- 
tenance costs  on  improved  roads  and  the  ever-increasing 
cost  of  construction  which  seems  to  continue  annually 
warrants  very  serious  consideration  of  the  possibility  of 
bonding  the  Town  for  the  next  five  years  in  the  amount 
of  T.  R.  A.  Funds  over  that  same  period  as  is  allowed 
by  law,  for  the  purpose  of  making  immediate  improve- 
ments on  roads  at  present-day  costs  without  imposing 
a  serious  overload  on  the  taxpayers.  The  alternative  to 
such  bonding  would  be  to  quadruple  the  annual  ap- 
propriation in  the  Town  Warrant  under  Town  High- 
way and  Bridge  Construction. 

3.  Your  Committee  strongly  recommends  that  ade- 
quate traffic  control  be  installed  by  the  Selectmen  and 
enforced  by  the  Town  Police  to  the  extent  now  allowed 
by  law.  If  the  powers  of  the  Selectmen  and  the  Town 
Police  are  inadequate,  then  your  Committee  recom- 
mends further  study  of  this  problem  with  a  view 
toward  empowering  the  authorities  within  the  Town 
to  enforce  proper  traffic  control. 

4.    Town  Libraries 

Present  Problem:  Inadequate  Facilities. 
Future  Problems:  Continued  inadequate  facilities  and 
mounting  operational  costs. 

Possible  Solutions: 

1.  Increased  funds  either  through  taxation,  public 
contributions  or  trust  funds. 

2.  Immediate  construction  of  Bates  Library. 
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3.  Continuation  of  present  system,  awaiting  interest 
increase  in  Bates  Fund  to  point  of  adequate  funds 
for  construction  of  the  Bates  Library. 

Recommended  Solution:  Immediate  construction  of  the 
Bates  Library. 

Present  Problem:  There  are  two  public  libraries  in  the 
Town  of  Hopkinton;  one  is  housed  in  the  Antiquarian 
Society  Building  in  Hopkinton  Village,  the  other  in 
the  old  Railroad  Station  in  Contoocook  Village.  The 
cost  of  operation  for  the  Hopkinton  Branch  is  believed 
to  be  reasonable,  as  are  the  facilities  and  the  services 
rendered  according  to  the  demand.  The  Contoocook 
Branch  is  believed,  however,  to  be  inadequate.  Al- 
though an  improvement  was  made  by  moving  the  li- 
brary from  a  second  floor  to  a  ground  floor  level,  it  is 
felt  that  for  the  demand  made  on  the  library  it  is  not 
adequately  serving  the  Contoocook  residents. 

The  Bates  Library  Fund  was  established  by  the  late 
Richard  W.  Bates  in  his  will  as  of  October  26,  1909, 
which  under  section  fifth  states: 

"Upon  the  decease  of  the  last  survivor  of  my  said 
wife,  sisters,  and  nieces,  I  direct  that  the  trustees 
convey  and  pay  over  the  principal  of  the  trust 
property  including  income  added  thereto  as  afore- 
said, and  all  income  otherwise  accumulated  to  said 
Town  of  Hopkinton  for  a  public  library  to  be 
called  the  Bates  Library  to  be  located  and  main- 
tained in  said  village  of  Contoocook. 
"In  the  term  'library'  I  mean  to  include  a  suitable 
building  of  brick  or  stone,  with  site  and  the  col- 
lection of  books,  furnishings  and  other  things 
ordinarily  accessory  to  a  public  library." 

At  present  the  Bates  Fund  amounts  to  $24,035.55 
plus  interest  from  January  1st,  1955.  Estimated  cost  of 
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construction  two  years  ago  was  approximately  |30,000. 
Annual  interest  income  is  slightly  over  $700. 

Future  Problem:  With  the  increase  of  population  in 
the  Contoocook  area,  the  need  for  better  library  facili- 
ties increases.  The  time  required  to  build  the  Bates 
Fund  to  the  cost  estimate  of  two  years  ago  will  take  an- 
other ten  years.  Meanwhile,  construction  costs  are  in- 
creasing. The  annual  operational  costs  of  the  Contoo- 
cook Branch  are  approximately  $500,  a  sum  which  is 
paid  for  library  space  that  does  not  allow  for  expansion 
and  does  not  give  proper  library  service  to  the  com- 
munity. The  primary  problem  narrows  down  to  one 
major  point:  do  we  want  a  reasonably  adequate  library 
which  will  include  proper  housing  of  Town  Records 
(now  located  in  Hopkinton,  Concord  and  Nashua)  or 
are  we  content  to  stand  still  in  our  secondary  source  of 
learning  and  literary  recreation? 

Recommended  Solution:  Your  Committee  feels  that 
continued  progress  in  cultural  fields  is  an  essential  part 
of  reasonable  town  growth.  The  Committee  feels  that 
there  is  a  need  for  immediate  construction  of  the  Bates 
Library  as  an  integral  part  of  this  progress.  We  believe 
that  the  intent  of  Mr.  Bates  was  for  a  memorial  to  him- 
self and  a  place  for  proper  library  functions  within  the 
Town.  Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  increase  in 
funds  required  to  finance  immediate  construction  over 
present  expenditures,  an  increase  deemed  sound  in  the 
light  of  extended  benefits  to  all.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
recommendation  of  this  Committee  that  plans  should 
be  made  immediately  by  the  Library  Trustees  to  bring 
the  building  data  up  to  date  and  to  request  at  the  next 
annual  Town  Meeting  that  the  Town  be  authorized 
to  borrow  such  sum  of  money  necessary  to  augment 
the  present  Bates  Fund  so  that  building  construction 
may  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  is  also  recom- 
mended that  no  consideration  be  given  to  incorporating 
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the  Bates  Library  with  any  other  structure.  Finally,  it 
is  recommended  that  an  appeal  be  made  for  public 
contributions  to  aid  in  financing  the  library  which  is 
so  sorely  needed. 

5.    Town  Lighting 
Present  Problem:  Inadequate  lighting  of  village  centers. 
Undue  expense  on  precinct  taxpayers. 

Future  Problem:  Failure  to  recognize  advertising  signi- 
ficance of  village  centers. 

Possible  Solutions: 

1.  Continuation  of  present  lighting  by  precincts. 

2.  Lighting  of  Village  Centers  at  Town  Expense. 

3.  Extending  lighting  precinct  to  entire  Town. 

Recommended  Solution:  Lighting  of  Village  Centers  at 
Town  Expense. 

Present  Problem:  The  heart  of  the  Town  is  multiple,  be- 
ing made  up  mainly  of  the  three  village  centers  of  Hop- 
kinton,  Contoocook  and  West  Hopkinton.  Here  are 
the  business  areas  which  help  to  keep  some  of  the  con- 
sumer dollars  within  our  Town.  Without  these  business 
areas,  much  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  Town  would 
be  lost,  imposing  further  tax  burdens  on  the  residential 
and  farming  properties.  Since  a  greater  percentage  of 
the  financing  of  Town  Services  comes  from  these  areas, 
why  is  it  not  the  responsibility  of  the  Town  as  a  whole 
to  help  stimulate  the  growth  of  these  areas  with  ade- 
quate lighting  facilities? 

Future  Problem:  If  the  Town  wishes  its  full  share  of 
future  expansion,  there  is  no  less  expensive  way  of  ad- 
vertising the  Town  than  to  give  proper  lighting  to  its 
business  areas  in  the  Village  Centers.  Would  not  you 
prefer  to  shop  in  an  area  which  is  well  lighted  at  night, 
where  you  can  walk  safely  with  good  lighting  showing 
what  is  under  foot,  where  good  lighting  tends  to  slow 
down  through  traffic? 
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Recommended  Solution:  Your  Committee  recommends 
that  the  Town  install  and  operate  at  Town  Expense 
adequate  lighting  facilities  in  the  Village  Centers  of 
Hopkinton,  Contoocook  and  West  Hopkinton. 

6.    Public  Health 

Present  Problems:  Increased  costs. 

Incomplete  collection  of  visitation  fees. 
Increased  needs  for  the  sick  and  school  services. 

Future  Problems:  The  same  as  above  increased  by  the 
demands  of  an  increased  population. 

Possible  Solutions: 

1.  Elimination  of  the  Public  Health  Nurse. 

2.  Limited  Service. 

3.  Additional  part-time  personnel. 

4.  Division  of  Town  and  School  services. 

Recommended  Solutions:  Addition  of  part-time  per- 
sonnel with  later  division  of  Town  and  School  ser- 
vices. 

Present  Problems:  The  Town  is  indeed  fortunate  to 
have  the  Public  Health  Association  together  with  its 
working  personnel  as  it  now  exists.  It  is  one  of  the  few 
towns  in  the  State  to  offer  this  service  to  the  Com- 
munity. Yet,  as  in  all  other  cases,  there  comes  a  time 
when  present  personnel  at  present-day  costs  are  no 
longer  able  to  render  the  services  which  are  desired  and 
demanded  by  the  public  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
all.  This  point  has  practically  been  reached  in  Hopkin- 
ton. It  is  not  justifiable  to  ask  the  public  health  person- 
nel to  carry  on  their  duties  at  today's  cost  with  yester- 
day's compensation.  Likewise,  in  order  to  pay  for  the 
services  rendered  to  those  on  whom  even  the  regular 
visitation  fee  would  work  a  real  hardship,  additional 
funds  should  be  made  available  to  finance  such  cases  if 
the  Town  is  to  continue  to  enjoy  its  present  fine  service. 
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Future  Problems:  As  the  population  increases,  particu- 
larly the  school  population,  the  time  involved  to  serve 
the  demands  properly  will  no  longer  be  able  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  present  staff  alone.  It  will  either  become 
necessary  to  add  part-time  personnel  or  to  divide  the 
duties  into  Town  and  School  services.  With  the  ever- 
increasing  development  of  preventive  medications,  the 
usual  check-up  and  follow-up  will  be  increased  by  the 
advent  of  mass  inoculations  and  treatments.  Also  any 
epidemic  outbreak  would  require  far  more  assistance 
than  is  now  available  with  a  possible  transfer  under 
Civil  Defense  control  of  our  present  personnel  to  other 
more  densely  populated  areas. 

Recommended  Solutions: 

1.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  present 
Public  Health  Association  make  a  complete  study  of 
this  problem  in  conjunction  with  the  School  Board  and 
School  District  Officers,  reporting  their  findings  to  the 
Town  within  the  next  two  years. 

2.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  immediate 
consideration  be  given  to  adding  one  part-time  Public 
Health  Nurse,  one  who  either  resides  in  the  Town  or 
one  who  would  work  also  part-time  in  one  of  the  neigh- 
boring communities,  with  further  consideration  being 
given  toward  dividing  the  duties  of  the  Public  Health 
Nurses,  one  to  be  designated  for  Town  Services  and  one 
for  School  Services. 

3.  Your  Committee  feels  that  within  five  years  a  full- 
time  Public  Health  Nurse  will  be  needed  for  School 
work  only,  possibly  in  conjunction  with  a  School  Dis- 
trict Nurse  Association. 

7.    Taxes  and  Assessments 
The  most  distasteful  of  all  public  problems  is  the 
subject  of  taxation.  The  demand  for  services  requires 
increased  taxes,  while  the  desire  and  willingness  to  pay 
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these  taxes  decreases.  We  all  at  one  time  or  another  are 
guilty  of  looking  for  ways  to  let  the  other  fellow  foot 
the  bill  while  we  see  what  can  be  done  to  cut  down  our 
own  share.  Let  us  not  kid  ourselves  about  the  evil  neces- 
sity for  taxes  nor  at  the  same  time  forget  the  actual 
privilege  we  have  in  paying  these  taxes.  For  lest  we 
forget,  it  is  we,  the  voting  citizens,  who  say  we  want 
these  services  and  vote  to  raise  in  March  the  taxes  we 
hate  to  pay  in  November. 

Before  any  further  discussion,  this  Committee  wishes 
to  express  on  behalf  of  its  members  and,  we  believe, 
for  the  Town  as  a  whole,  sincere  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion to  those  men  and  women  who  have  given  their 
time  and  service  toward  running  the  affairs  of  this 
Town  and  in  making  it  what  we  feel  to  be  one  of  the 
best  managed  Towns  in  the  State. 

Now,  let  us  get  down  to  the  subject  at  hand,  a  sub- 
ject which  needs  the  clearest  and  most  honest  thinking 
of  all  voters.  For  within  the  confines  of  taxation  lies  the 
ability  to  build  a  solid  and  sound  community  within 
which  to  live  and  also  the  ability  so  to  overburden  that 
community  that  progress  and  stability  bypass  it. 

As  voters  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton,  we  have  author- 
ized our  duly  elected  Town  Officers  to  double  the  ex- 
penditures for  Town  Government  within  the  past  ten 
years  and  to  quadruple  the  expenditures  for  School  in 
that  same  period.  This  money  for  the  most  part  has 
been  raised  through  taxation  on  property,  both  personal 
and  real.  Very  little  of  it  comes  from  outside  the  Town, 
and  some  of  that  has  come  from  taxes  which  we  have 
paid  other  governmental  agencies.  The  minor  sources 
of  revenue  have  come  from  our  own  individual  tastes 
and  personal  demands,  such  as  the  new  automobile  we 
just  bought,  the  income  we  have  made  from  invest- 
ments, the  savings  we  have  built  up  for  that  ''Rainy 
Day"  and  the  like.  The  bulk  has  come  from  our  homes, 
our  farms  and  our  businesses. 
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Annually  we  voters  ask  of  ourselves  and  our  neigh- 
bors for  more  and  more  services  to  be  paid  by  property 
taxation.  With  this  request  we  are  increasing  our  ex- 
penditures far  more  rapidly  than  the  population  against 
which  we  can  make  assessments.  Therefore,  each  of  us 
must  pay  more  of  our  earnings  toward  the  services  we 
vote  annually.  It  is  important  that  we  all  weigh  these 
services  carefully  rather  than  rubber  stamp  each  appro- 
priation at  Town  Meeting.  The  place  to  do  this  is  at 
the  public  hearing  of  the  Budget  Committee. 

Another  part  of  the  taxation  problem  is  the  assess- 
ment against  which  the  tax  rate  is  computed.  Who  can 
honestly  say  that  one  formula  or  one  method  for  mak- 
ing these  assessments  is  better  than  another,  provided 
the  assessments  be  made  as  equitable  for  all  as  is  hu- 
manly possible?  Adjustments  must  be  made  constantly 
for  no  person  is  without  human  frailties  which  include 
the  possibility  of  making  errors. 

Still  another  very  serious  part  of  this  problem  is  the 
Veterans'  Exemption.  When  the  original  laws  were 
passed,  service  in  the  Armed  Forces  was  the  exception; 
now  it  is  fast  becoming  the  rule.  Therefore,  the  advan- 
tage a  veteran  may  have  gotten  at  first  is  rapidly  disap- 
pearing. The  valuation  exemption  in  1946  was  $33,670, 
in  1955  it  was  $162,570,  thus  adding  some  three  dollars 
per  thousand  assessment  to  the  tax  race.  Yes,  for  the 
moment,  the  veteran's  tax  bill  may  be  forty  or  fifty 
dollars  less  than  it  would  be  otherwise,  but  over  the 
long  pull  he  is  paying  for  that  exemption  in  increased 
assessments  and  increased  tax  rates.  The  advantage 
lessens  every  time  the  Town  finds  it  necessary  to  in- 
crease its  assessments. 

If  our  assessments  are  kept  low,  our  rate  goes  high 
and  we  lose  benefits  from  the  theoretical  "gravy  train" 
which  passes  out  aid  for  some  of  the  services  we  de- 
mand. The  entire  problem  of  assessments  and  taxation 
is  a  very  serious  one,  which  in  no  wise  should  be  con- 
sidered lightly.  Every  effort  should  be  made  by  every 
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citizen  to  know  and  understand  why  he  is  saying  "aye" 
when  it  means  even  one  penny  out  of  his  pocket. 

Your  Committee  is  deeply  concerned  with  the  trends 
which  have  occurred  over  the  past  few  years,  and  with 
the  apathy  of  the  voting  population  whose  habit  is  to 
let  the  "other  fellow"  face  the  problems.  In  order  to 
have  a  sound  basis  upon  which  to  carry  on  the  type  of 
freedom  we  now  enjoy,  we  all  must  work  continually  to 
remedy  our  weaknesses.  And  what  better  place  to  estab- 
lish this  sound  basis  than  at  the  Town  level.  If  we  keep 
our  house  in  order,  then  we  can  better  help  on  a  larger 
scale,  perhaps  eventually  throughout  the  world.  This 
is  not  fanciful  thinking.  This  is  hope! 

8.     Town  Water 
Present  Problems:  Antiquated  water  systems. 
Inadequate  fire  protection. 
Increasing  insurance  rates. 

Future  Problems:  Insufficient  water  for  needs. 

Increasing  fire  dangers  and  loss  of  taxable  property. 

Increased  insurance  rates. 

Increased  water  area  coverage  demands. 

Possible  Solutions: 

1.  Municipal  water  system. 

2.  Reconstruction  of  present  systems. 

3.  Combining  present  systems  with  increased  facili- 
ties. 

Recommended  Solution:  Immediate  survey  and  recon- 
struction and  expansion  of  present  systems. 

Problems,  Both  Present  and  Future:  The  need  for  ade- 
quate water  is  undoubtedly  the  most  important  single 
factor  in  the  continuation  and  possible  expansion  of 
any  community,  for  without  adequate  water  all  progress 
stops.  The  present  water  systems  within  the  Town, 
other  than  individual  systems,  are  antiquated,  the  Con- 
toocook  system  having  been  installed  some  fifty  odd 
years  ago  and  the  Hopkinton  system  (a  private  com- 
pany)   having  been  installed  over  seventy  years  ago. 
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Improvements  to  both  systems  have  been  made  in  the 
intervening  years,  but  mainly  on  a  patchwork  demand 
as  needed  basis,  resulting  in  almost  complete  inade- 
quacy. The  cost  to  maintain  these  systems  increases 
annually  as  the  service  breaks  down  more  frequently 
and  more  demand  is  made  on  existing  faciUties.  While 
the  water  problem  does  not  affect  the  entire  Town  di- 
rectly, it  does  indirectly  and  therefore  is  the  most  ur- 
gent factor  facing  us  all  today.  Poor  roads  are  an 
inconvenience,  taxes  an  evil  necessity,  but  an  adequate 
water  supply  is  imperative.  Inasmuch  as  the  present 
facilities  are  governed  by  commissioners  on  the  one 
hand  and  by  directors  on  the  other,  this  Committee 
feels  that  the  details  of  the  problems  are  theirs  to  dis- 
cuss with  the  Town  as  a  whole,  just  as  they  have  been 
discussed  with  this  Committee.  Therefore,  we  intend 
our  recommendations  as  food  for  thought  by  all  par- 
ties concerned  and  suggest  that  every  one  work  toward 
the  good  of  the  whole,  not  of  any  one  individual  nor 
group. 

Recommendations : 

1.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  an  immediate 
survey  of  the  Town  water  problems  by  competent  per- 
sons be  made  and  submitted  with  suitable  recommenda- 
tions. It  is  suggested  that  the  services  and  advice  of  the 
State  Water  Resources  Board,  State  Public  Health  and 
Sanitation  Department  and  Federal  Housing  Authority 
be  solicited  toward  this  end.  It  is  suggested  that  this 
survey  study  the  feasibiUty  of  making  the  Hopkinton 
Aqueduct  Company  a  public  system.  It  is  further  sug- 
gested that  this  survey  study  the  feasibihty  of  combin- 
ing both  systems,  using  Bear  Pond  as  the  principal 
sotirce  of  supply,  with  properly  located  pumping  sta- 
tions and  reservoirs,  eventually  converting  the  water 
systems  into  a  Municipal  System  for  the  entire  Town. 

2.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  adequate  hy- 
drants be  installed  throughout  both  systems  with  the 
Town  paying  its  share  of  reasonable  hydrant  rental. 
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1955 

RECORD  OF  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  March  8,  1955 


Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:15  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  by  the  Moderator,  Lewis  A.  Nelson. 

The  Warrant  for  the  call  of  meeting  was  read  by  the 
Moderator,  who  then  called  upon  Rev.  William  C. 
Floge  to  offer  prayer. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  E.  Bertram 
Astles:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  all  articles  pertaining  to  the 
raising  of  money  be  acted  upon  after  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  1:  Election  of  Officers: 

Fence  Viewers:  Motion  made  by  E.  C.  Leadbeater 
and  carried,  that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for 
Bernard  M.  Reen,  John  K.  Graves  and  John  A. 
Brock,  who  were  declared  elected  as  Fence  Viewers 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tree  Warden:  Motion  made  by  John  K.  Graves  and 
carried,  that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  Robert 
R.  Fuller,  who  was  declared  elected  as  Tree  War- 
den for  the  ensuing  year. 

Weigher:  Motion  made  by  John  K.  Graves  and  car- 
ried, that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  Horace  T. 
Gayer,  who  was  declared  elected  as  Weigher  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Sextons:  Motion  made  by  E.  C.  Leadbeater  and  car- 
ried, that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  Daniel  H. 
Dustin,  Robert  R.  Fuller  and  Bernard  G.  Foster, 
who  were  declared  elected  as  Sextons  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

Fire  Wards:  Motion  made  by  E.  C.  Leadbeater  and 
carried,  that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  Ernest 
S.    Archibald     (Contoocook),    Harold    M.    Martin 
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West  Hopkinton),  and  Arthur  V.  Borjeson  (Hop- 
kinton),  who  were  declared  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year,  as  Fire  Wards. 

Surveyors  of  Wood  and  Lumber:  Motion  made  by 
John  K.  Graves  and  carried,  that  the  Clerk  cast  one 
iDallot  for  Thomas  B.  Card,  Stewart  Astles  and 
Arthur  S.  Duston,  who  were  declared  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year,  as  Surveyors  of  Wood  and  Lum- 
ber. 

Town  Forestry  Board:  Motion  made  by  James  A. 
Weast  and  carried,  that  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot 
for  Bernard  M.  Reen  for  a  term  of  five  years,  who 
was  declared  elected  to  the  Town  Forestry  Board 
for  a  term  of  five  years. 

Town  Road  Committee:  Motions  were  made  for  the 
nomination  of  Frederick  M.  Auer  and  Stewart  E. 
Nelson,  Jr.  After  a  ballot  vote  was  taken,  Stewart 
E.  Nelson,  Jr.  having  the  majority  of  votes  cast, 
was  declared  elected  to  the  Town  Road  Committee 
for  a  term  of  five  years. 

Article  20:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Philip 
S.  Dunlap:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meetino^  convened,  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  appoint  a  Committee  consisting  of  seven  property 
holders  of  the  town  of  Hopkinton  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  financial  and  physical  requirements 
of  the  town  within  the  next  five  years,  and  to  make 
recommendations  of  the  best  ways  to  meet  these  re- 
quirements at  the  next  annual  town  meeting.  Adopt- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

Article  21:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Marion 
M.  MacLean:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton, 
in  town  meeting  convened,  to  amend  the  vote  of 
Town  Meeting,  March  13,  1951,  to  read:  The  In- 
ventory of  the  town  of  Hopkinton  and  taxes  assessed 
shall  be  published  in  the  town  report  once  every 
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five  years,  the  next  publication  to  be  included  in  the 
town  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1959. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  22:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Marion 
M.  MacLean:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  discontinue  the  annual 
publication  of  the  previous  year's  Town  Warrant. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  23: 

(1)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Road  No.  71  The 
Gene  Foote  Road  from  Road  No.  70  to  Road  No.  67. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(2)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  No.  74  The  Down 
Road  from  Mann  residence  to  the  Henniker  line. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(3)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  No.  102  The  road 
from  the  Silva  residence  to  the  Mudgett  Road. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(4)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  The  Graves  Road 
from  the  Rollins  Road  to  the  Briar  Hill  Road.  Adopt- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

(5)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
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way,  subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  No.  90  Robert 
Gould  Road  from  the  Sacker  Residence  to  the  Briar 
Hill  Road.  Resolution  was  lost. 

(6)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Cross  Road  from  in- 
tersection of  Bassett  Mill  Road  and  the  Sugar  Hill 
Road  to  the  VanDyke  residence.  Adopted  in  the 
affirmative. 

(7)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  Nos.  115  &  77 
Road  from  the  Flanders  residence  to  the  Stanley  Nel- 
son residence.  Resolution  was  lost. 

(8)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  New  Road  from  the 
McArt  residence  to  the  Dunbarton  line.  Resolution 
was  lost. 

(9)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  No.  87  Road 
from  the  Road  83  to  the  Concord  Line.  Resolution 
was  lost. 

(10)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  No.  83  Road  from 
Highway  No.  87  to  the  Concord  Line.  Adopted  in 
the  affirmative. 

(11)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:    Resolved    by    the    town    of    Hopkinton    in 
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town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  No.  105  Road 
from  the  Tyler  Road  to  the  Penacook  Rd.  Adopted 
in  the  affirmative. 

(12)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  No.  104  Road 
from  the  Penacook  Road  to  the  Webster  Line. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(13)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  The  Stone  Crusher 
Hill  Road  from  Spring  Street  to  Pine  Street.  Adopted 
in  the  affirmative. 

(14)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard 
A.  Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  75  Road  from 
the  Atherton  residence  to  the  McLeod  residence. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(15)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard 
A.  Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  64  Road  from 
the  Stewart  Nelson  Corner  to  the  Dunbarton  line. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(16)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Richard 
A.  Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  close  the  following  high- 
way, subject  to  gates  and  bars:  Rd.  68  Road  from  the 
Sugar  Hill  Road  to  the  Weare  Line  (Bassett  MiW 
Road.)  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 
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Amendment  offered  by  Harold  M.  Martin: 

Amendments:  Amend  said  resolution  pertaining  to 
the  closing  of  the  within  mentioned  highways,  sub- 
ject to  gates  and  bars,  by  inserting  the  following, 
so  that  the  same  as  amended  shall  read  as  follows: 
"Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  selectmen  be  given  the 
authority,  along  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Com- 
mittee, to  reopen  any  of  the  roads  mentioned  un- 
der this  Article  23."  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 
W.  D.  Ellis  offered  the  following  amendment: 
Amend  said  resolution  offered  by  Harold  M.  Mar- 
tin by  inserting  the  following,  so  that  the  same  as 
amended  shall  read  as  follows: 

''Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  Selectmen  be  given  the 
authority,  along  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Com- 
mittee, to  reopen  any  of  the  roads  mentioned  un- 
der this  Article  (23) ,  subject  to  the  approval  or 
disapproval  of  the  next  regular  or  special  Town 
Meeting.  This  amendment  was  lost. 

Article  24:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  R.  A. 
Brunei:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  all  private  roads  or  streets 
must  meet  the  following  minimum  requirements  be- 
fore being  accepted  by  the  Town  as  a  Town  Road  or 
a  Street: 

(1)  Right  of  way  —  50  feet 

(2)  Pavement  width  —  18  feet 

(3)  Shoulder  width  —  3  feet 

(4)  Pavement  type  —  Bituminus  surface  treated 

(5)  Foundation  —  Gravel  depth  12  inches 

(6)  Drainage    —   Adequate    and    approved    by    the 
Town  Road  Agent 

(7)  The  right  of  way  shall  be  clear  of  all  objection- 
able materials  and  growth. 
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The  following  amendment  was  offered  by  H.  H. 
Owen: 

Amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out  subsection  4, 
and  amending  subsection  5  by  striking  out  the  words 
"gravel  depth  12  inches,"  so  that  the  same  as  amended 
shall  read  as  follows: 

"Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town  meet- 
ing convened,  that  all  private  roads  or  streets  must 
meet  the  following  minimum  requirements  before 
being  accepted  by  the  Town  as  a  Town  Road  or  a 
Street: 

(1)  Right  of  way  —  50  feet 

(2)  Pavement  width  —  18  feet 

(3)  Shoulder  width  —  3  feet 

(4)  Foundation  and  drainage  —  Adequate  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Town  Road  Agent 

(5)  The  right  of  way  shall  be  clear  of  all  objection- 
able materials  and  growth. 

Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  25:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  N.  F. 
Davis:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  Trustees  of  Trust  Funds 
expend  the  income  from  the  G.  Everett  Kelley  Fund 
for  the  Hopkinton  Free  Public  Libraries.  Adopted  in 
the  affirmative. 

Article  26:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Stewart 
E.  Astles:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  accept  an  unspecified 
sum  of  money  and  securities  from  certain  residents 
and  friends  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton,  such  princi- 
pal to  be  held  in  trust  by  the  Trustees  of  Trust 
Funds,  and  the  income  only  to  be  expended  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Trustees  of  Trust  Funds  for  giv- 
ing a  helping  hand  to  any  resident  of  the  Town  of 
Hopkinton,  for  whatever  purpose  such  purpose  not 
to  be  restricted  by  race,  creed  nor  status  in  life  nor 
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in  the  community,  and  to  accept  any  additional 
principal  in  whatever  form  from  any  person  whom- 
soever may  in  the  future  desire  to  increase  the  prin- 
cipal of  this  fund,  without  attaching  any  restriction 
to  the  use  of  the  income  therefrom  other  than  as 
specified  above.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  27:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Stewart 
E.  Astles:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  to  accept  the  sum  of  $200 
from  Edgar  C.  Hirst,  Administrator  for  the  perpetu- 
al care  of  the  George  E.  Barnard  lot  in  Contoocook 
Cemetery,  the  income  only  to  be  used  as  directed 
subject  to  such  provision  as  may  exist  at  the  time  of 
acceptance.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  28:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  J.  K. 
Graves:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $300  be  accepted 
from  Marion  K.  Terry  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the 
J.  Franklin  Terry  lot  in  the  Contoocook  Cemetery. 
The  acceptance  of  this  fund  is  subject  only  to  the 
provisions  that  exist  as  of  this  date  with  regard  to 
other  trust  funds  in  the  hands  of  trustees  for  the  care 
of  cemetery  lots.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  29:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  James 
A.  Weast:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  Selectmen  be  au- 
thorized to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  the  1955 
tax  levy.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  30:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  J,  A. 
Weast:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  reports  of  the  town  offi- 
cers, library  trustees  and  committees  for  the  year 
1954  be  accepted  as  printed  in  the  Town  Report, 
errors  and  omissions  excepted.  Adopted  in  the  af- 
firmative. 
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Recess  declared  until  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
At  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Moderator  called 
the  meeting  to  order. 

Article  2:  (1)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Ed- 
mund G.  Danforth:  Resolved  by  tlie  town  of  Hop- 
kinton,  in  town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of 
$3400  be,  and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for 
Town  Officers'  Salaries.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative, 
(the  following  amendment  was  lost.) 
The  following  amendment  was  offered  by  James  A. 
Weast:  Amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the 
amount  $3400  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  sum 
of  $3740  so  that  the  same  as  amended  shall  read  as 
follows:  "Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $3740  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Town 
Officers'  Salaries."  Amendment  was  lost. 

(2)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  W.  D.  Ellis: 
Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town  meet- 
ing convened,  that  the  sum  of  $3200  be,  and  is  here- 
by raised  and  appropriated  for  Town  Officers'  ex- 
penses. Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(3)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  James  A. 
Weast:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $160  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Election  and 
Registration  expenses.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(4)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Mrs.  Perley 
Barnard:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $900  be,  and 
is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  care  and  ex- 
pense of  Town  Hall.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(5)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  E.  C.  Lead- 
beater:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $700  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Police  Depart- 
ment. Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 


HOPKINTON  TOWN  REPORT  127 

(6)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  R.  A.  Bru- 
nei: Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $50  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Vital  Statistics. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(7)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  John  Brock: 
Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town  meet- 
ing convened,  that  the  sum  of  $3,000  be,  and  is  here- 
by raised  and  appropriated  for  Fire  Department. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(8)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Bernard  Fos- 
ter: Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $1400  be,  and 
is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Cemeteries. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(9)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Arthur  M. 
Edwards:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $1000  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Town  Poor. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(10)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Bert  L. 
Geer:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $3,000  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Old  Age  Assist- 
ance. Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(11)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  W.  D. 
Ellis:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $549  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Interest  on  Notes. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

(12)  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Arthur  V. 
Borjeson:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $1400  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Insurance. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 
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Article  3:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  E.  C. 
Leadbeater:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $21,000  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  repair 
of  highway  and  bridges.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  4:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Harold 
Albin:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $3500  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  general  expense 
of  highway  department  and  street  lighting.  Adopted 
in  the  affirmative. 

Article  5:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  W.  D. 
Ellis:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $1,000  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  repair  of  side- 
walks in  Hopkinton  and  Contoocook  Villages.  Adopt- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

Article  6:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  James 
A.  Weast:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $2150  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  em- 
ployment of  District  Nurse  and  other  health  expenses. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  7:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Marion 
M.  MacLean:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton, 
in  town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $1500  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  support  of 
the  Concord  Hospital.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  8:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Delbert 
E.  Reade:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $400  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  control 
of  White  Pine  Blister  Rust.  Resolution  was  lost. 

Article  9:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  James 
A.  Weast:   Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
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town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $600  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  spraying 
trees  in  Hopkinton  and  Contoocook  Precincts.  Adopt- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

Article  10:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Harold 
Martin:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $1700  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  care  of  Town 
Dumps.  Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  11:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  James 
A.  Weast:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $1350  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  support 
of  the  Hopkinton  Free  Public  Libraries.  Adopted  in 
the  affirmative. 

Article  12:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Jean- 
nette  P.  Bohanan:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkin- 
ton, in  town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of 
$1,000  be,  and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  to 
augment  the  Richard  E.  Bates  Memorial  Fund. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  13:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Harold 
Martin:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $200  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  ob- 
servance of  Memorial  Day.  Adopted  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Article  14:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Virginia 
Astles:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $50  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Civil  Defense. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  15:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Mar- 
garet C.  McArt:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton, 
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in  town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $100  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Legal  Ex- 
penses. Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  16:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Bernard 
Foster:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $3,000  be,  and 
is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Town  Construc- 
tion and  Permanent  Improvement  of  Roads.  Adopted 
in  the  affirmative. 

Article  17:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  T.  G. 
Methven:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in 
town  meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $1146.76  be, 
and  is  hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Town  Road 
Aid,  the  State  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $7,645.06. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  18:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Olive 
Cooley:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $325  be,  and  is 
hereby  raised  and  appropriated  for  Social  Security. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Article  19:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  Olive 
Cooley:  Resolved  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  town 
meeting  convened,  that  the  sum  of  $300  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  reconditioning  and  repair  of  Clement's 
Hill  Cemetery.  The  sum  appropriated  shall  be  a 
charge  upon  cemetery  funds.  Adopted  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Article  31:  The  following  resolution  offered  by  James 
A.  Weast:  I  offer  the  following  resolution  and  move 
its  adoption:  That  the  Board  of  Selectmen  are  hereby 
instructed  to  publish  annually  in  the  Hopkinton 
town  report  a  complete  itemized  report  of  the  Trust 
Funds.  Resolution  was  lost. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  James  A.  Weast: 
Moved  that  the  Town  instruct  the  selectmen  to  pro- 
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ceed  with  the  construction  of  the  so  called  Bates 
Library,  using  funds  available.  Resolution  was  lost. 
The  following  resolution  offered  by  James  A.  Weast: 
Moved  that  tlie  town  meeting  convened  express  their 
sincere  appreciation  and  tlianks  to  the  retiring  officers 
for  their  efficient  services  during  their  terms  of  office, 
E.  Bertram  Astles,  selectman  and  Mrs.  Marion  Mac- 
Lean,  tax  collector,  John  Graves,  budget  committee. 
Adopted  in  the  affirmative. 

Recessed  at  3  o'clock. 

The  Moderator  closed  the  polls  at  6:00  P.M.  After 
the  ballots  were  counted,  the  Moderator  declared 
as  follows: 

Total  number  of  names  on  check  list  —  1300 
Total  number  of  Non-Partisan  ballots  cast  —  384 

For  Selectman  for  Three  Years: 

Raymond  J.  Barnard  334  Bertram  Astles  3 

Harry  Parker  1  Carl  Rice  1 

Joseph  Young  1  T.  C.  Houston  1 

Bernard  Foster  1  Lloyd  Holmes  1 

Robert  Houston  1  Winship  1 

John  Graves  1  Robert  Cooper  1 

For  Town  Clerk: 

Spencer  S.  Dodd  346     Bert  Geer  1 

E.  Bertram  Astles  1     Jessie  Brown  1 

For  Town  Treasurer: 

Lewis  A.  Nelson  349     Winship                             1 

Wm.  Chamberlain  1      Fred  Auer                         1 

Cyril  Bernier  1 

For  Tax  Collector: 

Virginia  Astles  324     Philip  Dunlap  1 

M.  MacLean  9     S.  Dodd  1 
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For  Budget  Committee  (3  years):  Vote  for  Two: 

E.  Bertram  Astles  236     Richard  Brunei               2 

Edw.  C.  Leadbeater  201      Harold  Martin                 1 

James  A.  Rogers  65     Chapin  Hoskins               1 

James  A.  Weast  141 

For  Overseer  of  Poor: 

Olive  M.  Cooley  330     Joe  Young  1 

For  Constable:  Vote  for  One: 

Walter  G.  Crory  260      Robert  Morrill  1 

Ralph  T.  Harper  77     John  Moran  1 

John  F.  Kirk  30 

For  Trustee  of  Trust  Funds  (3  years): 

Olive  M.  Cooley  251      Ivy  Young  2 

Walter  Tebbetts  88     Richard  Brunei  1 

Daisey  Foster  1 

For  Library  Trustee: 

Theron  G.  Methven   297     Ivy  Young  3 

Jessie  Gould  1 

For  Auditors:  Vote  for  Three: 

Richard  E.  Bunker      171      Owen  L.  French  130 

Philip  S.  Dunlap          262     Stephen  Winship  116 

Edward  J.  English      291      Randolph  Lomas  1 

The  Moderator  declared  the  following  elected: 

Raymond  J.  Barnard  —  Selectman  for  Three  Years 

Spencer  S.  Dodd  —  Town  Clerk 

Lewis  A.  Nelson  —  Town  Treasurer 

Virginia  Astles  —  Tax  Collector 

E.  Bertram  Astles,  Edward  C.  Leadbeater  —  Budget 

Committee  for  Three  Years 
Olive  M.  Cooley  —  Overseer  of  Poor 
Walter  G.  Crory  —  Constable 
Olive  M.  Cooley  —  Trustee  of  Trust  Funds  for  three 

years 
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Theron  G.   Methven  —  Library  Trustee  for  three 

years 
Richard   E.    Bunker,   Philip   S.   Dunlap,   Edward  J. 

English  —  Auditors 

The  above  officers  qualified  by  taking  the  oath  of  office 
as  by  Law  prescribed. 

SPENCER  S.  DODD, 

Town  Clerk 

A  true  record  "Attest" 
March  8,  1955 

SPENCER  S.  DODD, 

Town  Clerk 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
OF  HOPKINTON,  N.  H. 

For  the  School  Year  Ending  June  30,  1955 


Officers  of  the  School  District 

Moderator 
Philip  S.  Dunlap 

District  Clerk 
Virginia  Astles 

Treasurer 
Elizabeth  M.  Nystrom 

School  Board 

Harold  M.  Martin  Term  expires  1956 

Joseph  S.  Ransmeier  Term  expires  1 957 

J.  Howard  Lightfoot  Term  expires  1958 

Auditors 

Philip  S.  Dunlap  Edward  J.  English 

Richard  E.  Bunker 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
William  C.  Sterling 

School  Nurse 
Belle  Nightingale,  R.N. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEETING 


The  annual  Hopkinton  School  District  Meeting  was 
held  in  the  Town  Hall,  March  8,  1955. 

The  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:05  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon  by  the  Moderator,  Philip  Dunlap. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Theodore  Yardley  offered  prayer. 

The  Warrant  was  read  by  the  Moderator. 

Article  I 

Mr.  James  Weast  offered  the  following  resolution 
and  moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  That  the  polls  be  opened  at  9:00  A.M. 
and  stay  open  until  6:00  P.M. 

Seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Article  II 

Mr.  John  Graves  offered  the  following  resolution 
and  moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  That  this  meeting  of  the  Hopkinton  School 
District  be  recessed  until  3:00  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Recess  declared  until  3:00  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

At  3:00  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Moderator 
called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Articles  III  and  IV 

Mr.  Edward  Leadbeater  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion and  moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  That  the  School  District  Meeting  ratifies 
and  confirms  the  action  of  the  School  Board  in  constru- 
ing the  vote  of  the  March  1954  School  District  Meeting 
with  respect  to  the  Non  Partisan  Ballot  as  providing 
for  the  election  by  such  a  ballot  of  all  regular  School 
District  officers  including  members  of  the  School  Board, 
Moderator,  Clerk,  and  Treasurer. 

Seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 
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Article  V 

Mr.  Earl  Rice  offered  the  following  resolution  and 
moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  That  the  reports  of  Agents,  Auditors,  & 
Committees  be  accepted  as  printed  in  the  Town  Re- 
port, errors  and  omissions  excepted. 

Seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Article  VI 

Mr.  John  Graves  offered  the  following  resolution  and 
moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  That  the  School  District  authorize  the 
School  Board  to  expend  $450.00  to  acquire  the  so-called 
Tannery  Lot  adjacent  to  the  Hopkinton  Village  School 
from  the  Trustees  of  the  Samuel  Chase  Estate. 

Seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Article  VIII 

Mr.  Clifford  Gallant  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion and  moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  That  the  School  District  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $1 19,586.59  for  the  support  of  schools, 
for  the  salaries  of  school  district  officials  and  agents, 
and  for  the  payments  of  statutory  obligations  of  the 
district,  and  to  authorize  the  application  against  said 
appropriation  of  such  sums  as  are  estimated  to  be  re- 
ceived from  State  aid  foundation  fund  together  with 
other  income;  the  School  Board  to  certify  to  the  Select- 
men the  balance  between  the  estimated  revenue  and 
the  appropriation,  which  balance  is  to  be  raised  by 
taxes. 

The  Moderator  asked  for  consent  to  vote  on  Article 
VIII  and  then  return  to  Article  VII. 

Unanimously  consented. 

The  motion  on  Article  VIII  was  seconded  and  unani- 
mously adopted. 
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Article  VII 

Mr.  John  Brock  offered  the  following  resolution  and 
moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  That  the  Auditors  of  the  Town  serve  as 
Auditors  of  the  School  District. 

Seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Article  IX 

Mr.  Dwight  Ellis  offered  the  following  resolution  and 
moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  Tliat  the  District  authorize  the  School 
Board  to  appoint  a  School  Planning  Committee  to  work 
with  the  Scliool  Board  in  studying  the  problems  of  the 
School  District  resulting  from  the  continuing  expansion 
in  the  school  population,  and  to  submit  a  report,  with 
recommendations,  not  later  than  the  next  School  Dis- 
trict meeting. 

Seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Article  X 

Mr.  Edward  English  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion and  moved  its  adoption: 

Resolved:  That  the  District  authorize  the  School 
Board  to  make  application  for  and  to  receive,  in  the 
name  of  the  District,  grants-in-aid  or  other  funds  for 
educational  purposes  as  may  now  or  here-in-after  be 
forthcoming  from  United  States  Government  and/or 
State  Agencies. 

Seconded  and  adopted. 

Recessed  at  3:30  o'clock. 

The  polls  were  declared  closed  at  6:00  o'clock  P.M. 

The  ballots  were  counted  and  declared  as  follows: 

Total  Number  of  Names  on  Checklist  1300 

Total  Number  of  Non-Partisan  Ballots  Cast  381 
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Moderator: 

Philip  Dunlap    347 

John  Graves    1 

Lawrence  Boutwell    1 

Lewis  Nelson    1 

Edward  English    1 

Clerk: 

Virginia  Astles    349 

Cynthia  Stevens    1 

Lewis  Blake 1 

Marion  MacLean   1 

Raelene  Clough    1 

Treasurer: 

Elizabeth  Nystrom   348 

School  Board  (3  years): 

J.  Howard  Lightfoot   361 

Joe  Young 1 

Enid  Glass 1 

Allen  Lewis 1 

The  following  were  declared  elected: 
Philip  Dunlap,  Moderator 
Virginia  Astles,  Clerk 
Elizabeth  Nystrom,  Treasurer 
J.  HoAvard  Lightfoot,  School  Board  for  three  years. 

VIRGINIA  ASTLES, 

Clerk 

*'A  true  copy,  Attest" 

VIRGINIA  ASTLES, 

Clerk 

PHILIP  S.  DUNLAP, 

Moderator 
Merrimack,  SS. 
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SCHOOL  WARRANT 

The  State  of  New  Hampshire 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  School  District  in  the  town  of 
Hopkinton  qualified  to  vote  in  district  affairs: 

You  are  hereby  notified  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in 
said  district  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  March  1956,  at 
8:55  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  act  upon  the  following 
subjects: 

1.  To  see  if  the  School  District  will  vote  to  keep  the 
polls  open  under  the  Non-Partisan  Ballot  System  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

2.  To  see  if  the  School  District  will  vote  to  recess  the 
meeting  until  3:00  p.m. 

3.  To  select  a  Moderator,  Clerk,  and  Treasurer  of 
the  School  District  for  the  ensuing  year. 

4.  To  elect  a  Member  of  the  School  Board  for  the 
ensuing  three  years. 

5.  To  hear  reports  of  Agents,  Auditors,  Committees 
and  Officers  and  to  take  any  appropriate  action  thereon. 

6.  To  choose  Agents,  Auditors  and  Committees  in 
relation  to  any  subject  embraced  in  this  warrant,  in- 
cluding the  School  Planning  Committee. 

7.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  School  District  will 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  schools,  for  the 
salaries  of  School  District  officials,  and  agents,  and  for 
the  payment  of  statutory  obligations  of  the  District,  and 
to  authorize  the  application  against  said  appropriation 
of  such  sums  as  may  be  received  from  any  state  or  fed- 
eral program  for  tlie  support  of  public  education,  to- 
gether with  other  income;  the  School  Board  to  certify 
to   the  Selectmen   the  balance  between  the  estimated 
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revenue  and  the  appropriation,  which  balance  is  to  be 
raised  by  taxes  by  the  town. 

8.  To  see  if  the  Hopkinton  School  District  will  vote 
to  increase  the  School  Board  from  three  to  six  mem- 
bers. (Put  in  by  petition  of  ten  voters.) 

9.  To  see  if  the  district  will  vote  to  approve  the 
employment  of  an  architect  to  aid  in  drawing  prelim- 
inary plans  for  a  new  school  building.  ($500.00  in- 
cluded in  the  budget  for  this  item.) 

Given  under  our  hands  at  said  Hopkinton  this  17  th 
day  of  February,  1956. 

HAROLD  M.  MARTIN, 
JOSEPH  S.  RANSMEIER, 
J.  HOWARD  LIGHTFOOT, 

School  Board 

A  true  copy  of  Warrant — Attest: 

HAROLD  M.  MARTIN, 
JOSEPH  S.  RANSMEIER, 
J.  HOWARD  LIGHTFOOT, 

School  Board 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT  OF  THE  HOPKINTON 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

July  1,  1954  to  June  30,  1955 


Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1954 

$6,812.13 

Received  from  Selectmen: 

Current  Appropriation               $99,975.58 

Received  from  State  Treasurer: 

Federal  funds 

School  lunch  &  milk  program 

1,954.60 

Federal  aid 

1,804.23 

Veterans  Program 

583.02 

Received  from  Tuitions 

2,360.34 

Received  as  Income  from  Trust 

Funds 

367.60 

Received  from  all  Other  Sources 

730.86 

Total  Receipts 

107,776.23 

Total  amount  available  for  Fiscal  Year          $114,588.36 

Less  School  Board  Orders  paid 

$106,939.57 

Balance  on  Hand  June  30,  1955 

$7,648.79 

ELIZABETH  M.  NYSTROM, 

July  1,  1955 

District  Treasurer 

AUDITORS'  CERTIFICATE 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books, 
vouchers,  bank  statements  and  other  financial  records 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  school  district  of  Hopkinton  of 
which  the  above  is  a  true  summary  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1955  and  find  them  correct  in  all 
respects. 

EDWARD  J.  ENGLISH, 
R.  E.  BUNKER, 
July  12,  1955  Auditors 
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Budget  of  the  School  District  of 


EXPENDITURES  ITEM 
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Administration 

Salaries  of  district  officers    

$365.10 

$375.00 

$362.80 

$390.00 

$390.00 

Supt's  salary   (local  share)    

1,043.85 

1,197.64 

1,197.64 

1,461.00 

1,461.00 

Tax  for  state  wide  supervision 

752.00 

784.00 

784.00 

790.00 

790.00 

Salaries  other  administrative  person- 

nel      

668.07 

817.21 

765.71 

927.55 

927.55 

Supplies  and   expenses    

491.51 

525.00 

430.41 

567.27 

567.27 

Instruction 

High  school  teachers'  salaries  

Elementary  teachers'  salaries    

Books   and   other  instr'n  aids,   h.   s. 

21,427.80 

24,950.00 

14,456.81 

25,850.00 

25,850.00 

29,979.06 

32,450.00 

14,126.61 

35,700.00 

35,700.00 

496.33 

700.00 

731.56 

775.00 

775.00 

Books  and  other  instr'n  aids,   elem. 

587.57 

700.00 

525.14 

775.00 

775.00 

Scholars'   supplies,   high  school    

1,127.45 

1,100.00 

854.51 

1,105.00 

1,105.00 

Scholars'  supplies,   elementary    

Supplies  and  other  expenses,  h.  s.    . 

1,003.31 

1,100.00 

1,210.41 

1,300.00 

1,300.00 

427.52 

375.00 

350.11 

525.00 

525.00 

Supplies  and  other  expenses,  elem. 

87.29 

300.00 

111.96 

90.00 

90.00 

Operation  of  School  Plant 

Salaries  of  janitors,  high  school    .  .  . 

1,576.15 

1,700.00 

949.45 

1,800.00 

1,800.00 

Salaries  of  janitors,  elementary   

2,072.63 

2,050.00 

700.99 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

Fuel  or  heat,  high  school   

1,724.94 

1,800.00 

659.91 

1,800.00 

1,800.00 

Fuel  or  heat,  elementary   

1,648.92 

1,600.00 

657.01 

1,800.00 

1,800.00 

Water,  light,  supplies  and  exp.,  h.  s. 
Water,     light,     supplies     and     exp.. 

1,564.57 

1,442.00 

731.55 

1,450.00 

1,450.00 

elem 

1,277.90 

1,028.00 

768.30 

1,479.00 

1,479.00 

Maintenance  of  School  Plant 

Repairs  and  replacements,  h.  s.    ... 

429.41 

440.00 

398.96 

750.00 

750.00 

Repairs  and  replacements,  elem.    .  . 

489.84 

1,540.00 

2,100.36 

1,610.00 

1,610.00 

Auxiliary  Activities 

Health  supervision,   high  school    .  .  . 

177.20 

200.00 

47.44 

310.00 

310.00 

Health  supervision,  elementary    .... 

345.61 

350.00 

88.51 

310.00 

310.00 

Transportation,    high    

2,120.01 

2,300.00 

603.75 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 

Transportation,    elementary    

8,132.50 

9,300.00 

4,106.25 

9,500.00 

9,500.00 

Tuition,     elementary     

184.89 

200.00 

5.00 

200.00 

200.00 

Spec,  activities  and  spec,  funds: 

High    

202.60 

250.00 

256.84 

250.00 

250.00 

Elementary    

51.75 

200.00 

23.36 

200.00 

200.00 

School    Lunch   high    

818.20 

1,300.00 

399.62 

1,300.00 

1,300.00 

School    Lunch   elementary    

1,636.40 

2,500.00 

799.26 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 

Fixed  Charges 

Teachers'   retirement: 

High    

1,384.68 

1,702.18 

665.71 

1,425.90 

1,425.90 

Elementary     

2,349.67 

2,316.56 

669.99 

2,851.80 

2,851.80 

Ins.,  treas.  bonds,  exp.: 

High    

594.64 

350.00 

102.07 

300.00 

300.00 

Elementary     

297.31 

650.00 

99.86 

600.00 

600.00 

Contingency    Fund    

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

TOTAL   CURRENT   EXPENSES   . 

$87,536.67 

$99,592.59 

$50,738.86 

$106,192.52 

Capital  Outlay 

Lands  and  new  buildings: 

Elementary     

$922.37 

$400.00 

$500.00 

$500.00 

Additions    and    improvements : 

High     

382.54 

500.00 

$312.40 

1,100.00 

1,100.00 

500.00 

750.00 

750.00 

New  equipment: 

High    .    

405.20 

1,385.00 

644.61 

1,570.00 

1,570.00 

Elementary     

415.92 

150.00 

189.24 

190.00 

190.00 

494.41 

TOTAL   CAPITAL  OUTLAY    .... 

$2,620.44 

$2,935.00 

$1,146.25 

$4,110.00 

$4,110.00 

Debt   and    Interest 

Principal   of   debt    

13,000.00 

13,000.00 

13,000.00 

13,000.00 

Interest  on  debt    

3,306.00 

3,059.00 

1,529.50 

2,812.00 
$15,812.00 

2,812.00 

TOTAL  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 

$16,306.00 

$16,059.00 

$1,529.50 

$15,812.00 

Budget   Deficiency    

1,000.00 
$119,586.59 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES    

$106,463.11 

$53,414.61 

$126,114.52 

$126,114.52 
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RECEIPTS  ITEM 

ill 

^2 

T3 

1 

IB 

'Balance 

$6,812.13 

1,804.23 

367.50 

2,360.34 

254.40 

1,954.60 

583.02 

1,600.00 

2,100.00 

200.00 
3,300.00 

$7,648.79 
10.45 

160.00 
174.15 
758.92 
29.23 

$500.00 

2,600.00 

1,700.00 

300.00 

2,400.00 

400.00 

200.00 

3,300.00 

$500.00 

State   aid    

Federal   aid    

Trust  funds    

2,600.00 

1,700.00 

300.00 

2,400.00 

Elementary  school  tuition 

Other     

Hot   Lunch    

Veterans 

400.00 

200.00 

3,300.00 

Total   Receipts    Other 
Taxes    

Dist.     Assessment     to    be 
Prop.    Tax    

Than    Prop. 
Raised    by 

Sch.   Dist.   . 

$14,136.22 
$99,975.58 

$7,200.00 
$112,386.59 

$8,781.54 
$50,000.00 

$11,400.00 
$114,714.52 

$11,400.00 
$114,714.52 

Total  Approp.   Voted  by 

$114,111.90 

$58,781.54 

$126,114.52 

$126,114.52 

DONALD  N.  RICE 
HAROLD  M.   MARTIN 
E.  BERTRAM  ASTLES 
EDWARD  C.   LEADBEATER 
EARL  J.  RICE 
FEBRUARY   9,    1956 

CHARLES  A.  GEORGE 

R.  A.  BRUNEL 

JOSEPH  H.  YOUNG 

DELBERT  E.  READE 

FOSTER  I.  BARNARD,  Chairman 

Budget   Committee 
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Town  Treasurer  —  Appropriation  $99,975.58 

U.  S.  Treasurer  —  Veterans  Administration  583.02 

State  Treasurer  —  School  Lunch  1,704.24 

State  Treasurer  —  Milk  Program  250.36 

State  Treasurer  —  Federal  Funds  1,804.23 

N.  H.  Savings  Bank  —  George  Putman 

Trust  Fund  367.60 

Town  of  Danbury  —  Tuition  275.00 

Town  of  Webster  —  Tuition  1,810.34 

Town  of  Washington  —  Tuition  275.00 

Miscellaneous 

Gym  rental  288.99 

Supplies  sold  93.21 

Insurance  on  curtain  damage  348.66 


Total  receipts  during  year  $107,776.23 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


Assets 
Cash  on  hand  $7,648.79 


Total  Assets  $7,648.79 

Net  debt   (Excess  of  liabilities  over  assets)     162,026.86 


Grand  total  $169,675.65 

Liabilities 

1954-1955  Expenses  $8,675.65 

Notes  and  bonds  outstanding  161,000.00 


Total  liabilities  $169,675.65 

Grand  total  $169,675.65 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  M.  MARTIN, 
JOSEPH  S.  RANSMEIER, 
J.  HOWARD  LIGHTFOOT, 

School  Board 


AUDITORS'  CERTIFICATE 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books, 
vouchers,  and  other  financial  records  of  the  school 
board  of  Hopkinton,  of  which  this  is  a  true  summary 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1955,  and  find  them 
correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

E.  J.  ENGLISH, 
R.  E.  BUNKER, 

July    12,    1955  Auditors 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
SCHOOLS 


To  the  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  Hopkinton 
District: 

The  following  teachers  were  employed  during  the 
year  1954-1955: 


School                                           Teacher 

Training 

Yr.  Grad 

'.    Salary 

High  &         Mr.  William  H.  Milne,  Principal 

U.V. 

1943 

$4500 

Jr.  High       Mr.  John  L.  Babson,  Agriculture 

U.M. 

1924          3800 
\T  A      /I  An 

Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Rice,  Home  Economics 

K.T.C. 

1927 

3100 

Mr.  Russell  A.  Antell,  Science  &  Math. 

Colby 

1950 

3600 

Mr.  John  F.  McGrath,  Jr.,  English 

P.T.C. 

1950 

3200 

Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Edwards,  Commercial 

P.T.C. 

1951 

3000 

Mr.  George  S.  Hayward,  Mathematics 

K.T.C. 

1953 

3000 

Miss  Gloria  D.  Jackson,  Social  Studies 

K.T.C. 

1953 

2700 

Mr.  Malcolm  A.  Merrill,  Grade  6 

P.T.C. 

1952 

3000 

Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Sinclair,  Grade  5 

jt.c. 

1934 

2900 

Graded          Mrs.    Germaine   S.    Sawyer,    Grade   4 

C.N.R. 

1926 

2800 

Mrs.  H.  Ruth  Mills,  Grade  3 

P.T.C. 

1931 

2900 

Mrs.  Lois  H.  Day,  Grade  2 

K.T.C. 

1933 

2800 

Mrs.  Elsa  T.  Andrews,  Grade  1  -  Prin. 

P.T.C. 

1945 

3100 

Hopkinton   Mrs.  Eleanor  N.  Sanderson,  Grs.  3-4 

P.T.C. 

1923 

2900 

Village          Mrs.  Dorothy  O.  Gillingham,  Grs.  1-2 

K.T.C 

Summer 

Sessions 

2900 

Miss  Blanche  C.  Bailey,  Music 

K.T.C. 

1932 

1350 

Bus  Drivers  —  Salaries 

Mr.  Everett  Y.  Houston 

( 

fl875 

Mr.  Tyrus  C.  Houston,  Bus  &  Car  - 

—  2  routes 

3900 

Mr.  James  C.   Mills 

2600 

Mr.  Arthur  V.  Borjeson 

1725 

Mr.  John  C.  McGrath,  Jr. 

150 

Janitors  —  Salaries 

Mr.  WilUe  C.  Blake 

2200 

Mr.  Everett  Y.  Houston 

950 

Mrs.  Olive  M.  Cressy 

400 

Superintendent's  Salary  — 

-  1954-1955 

Bradford  School  District 

$363.50 

Henniker  School  District 

744.06 

Hopkinton  School  District 

1,043.85 

Newbury  School  District 

311.59 

Sutton  School  District 

297.25 
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Warner  School  District  702.15 

Webster  School  District  212.60 


$3,675.00 
State  Share  2,500.00 


Total  $6,175.00 

The  most  critical  problem  in  Hopkinton  is  the  need 
for  more  housing  for  the  increasing  number  of  chil- 
dren attending  our  schools.  All  but  one  of  the  ele- 
mentary rooms  have  more  pupils  in  them  than  is  educa- 
tionally sound,  and  four  of  them  are  filled  to  overflow- 
ing. This  is  particularly  true  in  the  Contoocook  Graded 
School.  Next  year,  the  classrooms  will  be  even  more 
crowded.  In  one  instance,  we  will  have  more  pupils 
than  we  can  possibly  put  into  the  room  even  under  the 
worst  possible  conditions. 

The  Hopkinton  School  Planning  Committee,  under 
the  leadership  of  Dick  Brunei,  has  been  working  very 
hard  and  its  report  will  be  on  another  page  of  this 
Town  Report.  It  has  spent  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  studying  the  whole  school  program  but  has  con- 
centrated, primarily,  on  the  problem  of  present  housing 
and  the  need  for  new  housing.  It  has  collected  and 
graphed  some  statistics  which  will  be  invaluable  in 
reaching  a  final  conclusion. 

The  problem  is  made  complex  by  the  very  nature 
of  the  town  and  the  financial  restrictions  that  are  ever 
present.  Any  new  construction  must  be  organized  in 
such  a  way  that  it  will  take  care  not  only  of  the  prob- 
lem for  the  next  five  or  ten  years,  but  will  fit  into  any 
future  educational  problem  for  years  to  come. 

Since  January  1955,  the  High  School  teachers  have 
been  meeting  once  a  week  on  their  evaluation  and  sur- 
vey of  the  school.  The  study  should  be  completed  by 
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April,  when  we  will  have  a  Committee,  composed  of 
Educators  from  other  communities,  come  into  the 
school  for  a  two  or  three  day  evaluation  study.  On  the 
basis  of  these  two  reports,  we  hope  to  point  out  our 
strength  and  weakness  and  make  the  proper  adjust- 
ments. 

We  have  three  new  teachers  this  year.  Mr.  Elwin 
Bourey  is  the  new  Science  teacher  and  Mr.  Augustine 
Moynihan  is  the  new  Social  Studies  teacher  replacing 
Mr.  Hayward  who  resigned  in  midsummer.  Mrs.  Louise 
Faulkner  was  added  to  the  elementary  staff  as  a  part 
time  helping  teacher  to  aid  Mrs.  Andrews  who  has  a 
very  large  first  grade.  In  the  next  few  years,  we  will 
have  to  add  more  elementary  teachers  to  our  staff  due 
to  our  increasing  enrollments. 

On  the  basis  of  our  needs  for  increasing  housing  and 
additional  teachers,  we  must  conclude  that  our  school 
budget  will  continue  to  increase.  At  the  present  time, 
we  must  conclude  that  the  burden  will  be  borne  by  a 
property  tax.  Our  property  tax  base,  due  to  new  con- 
struction, probably  will  not  increase  at  the  same  rate 
as  our  budgetary  needs. 

There  is  some  hope  that  we  may  get  relief  from  state 
and  federal  funds.  I  believe  that  we  will  get  some  con- 
struction aid  from  the  State  on  our  new  High  School 
Building.  We  expect  to  get  about  20%  of  our  yearly 
bond  payment  which  will  amount  to  twenty-six  hun- 
dred dollars.  There  may  possibly  be  some  federal  aid 
but  it  is  possible  that  the  problem  of  segregation  will 
be  involved  and  as  a  result  the  present  bill  may  be 
killed  in  the  Senate. 

Some  people  are  concerned  about  Federal  Aid  be- 
cause they  are  afraid  of  federal  control.  At  the  present 
time  we  are  getting  about  four  thousand  dollars  of 
Federal  Aid  distributed  by  State  Agencies  for  the  School 
Lunch  Program,  Vocational  Agriculture  and  Home 
Economics,  not  to  mention  valuable  amounts  of  sur- 
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plus  commodities.  We  must  serve  meals  that  meet  cer- 
tain minimum  requirements  in  order  to  qualify  for  this 
aid.  However,  every  district  is  serving  a  far  better  meal 
than  that  required  by  the  Federal  Government.  The 
same  relative  condition  is  true  in  our  Vocational  Agri- 
culture and  Home  Economics  so  the  federal  require- 
ments are  by  no  means  excessive. 

If  there  is  a  bill  passed  in  Congress  giving  Federal 
Aid  for  construction  of  school  buildings,  I  am  sure 
that  there  will  be  safeguards  which  will  provide  for 
local  control.  If  that  local  control  is  not  guaranteed, 
then  no  school  district  should  accept  Federal  Aid. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  School  Board,  Parents  and  Teach- 
ers for  their  cooperation. 

WILLIAM  C.  STERLING, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Hopkinton  High  School 
Contoocook,  N.  H. 
February  3,  1956 
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To:  Mr.  William  C.  Sterling,  Supt. 
Supervisory  Union  No.  26 
Contoocook,  N.  H. 

Mr.  Sterling: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1954-55  as 
Principal  of  Hopkinton  High  School. 

Members  of  the  Class  of  1955 

Jerrold  Babson  Richard  George 

Randolph  Bailey  Robert  Lewis 

William  Bailey  Carol  Palmer 

Floyd  Bernier  Linda  Reade 

Joanne  Brock  Gail  Regal 

Jane  Chandler  Harold  Wheeler 
Wayne  Flenniken 

Of  these  thirteen  graduates,  six,  or  about  forty-six 
percent,  have  gone  on  to  further  their  education.  Three 
graduates  are  attending  the  following  institutions:  Uni- 
versity of  New  Hampshire;  Fisher  Junior  College; 
Salem  Hospital  School  of  Nursing;  and  Manchester 
Technical  Institute.  Of  the  remainder,  four  are  gain- 
fully employed,  two  are  in  the  service,  and  one  is  mar- 
ried. 

The  evaluation,  upon  which  I  reported  last  year,  has 
reached  its  final  phases.  We  are  now  evaluating  the 
school  plant,  library  services,  guidance  services,  and 
special  activities.  Upon  completion  of  this  work,  we 
shall  have  a  visiting  committee  come  in  to  check  our 
evaluation  and  report  their  findings.  We  hope  to  be 
able  to  make  this  report  available  sometime  in  March 
or  April. 

There  are  two  changes  in  the  curriculum  which  we 
feel  would  be  desirable;  one,  to  add  another  year  of 
French;  and  two,  to  teach  physics  every  year  to  the 
junior  class  and  chemistry  to  the  senior  class.  Studies 
made  at  the   University  of  New  Hampshire  indicate 
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that  students  should  have  at  least  three  years  of  a 
foreign  language.  Inasmuch  as  our  classes  are  increas- 
ing in  number,  it  would  make  for  a  better  teaching 
situation  to  have  physics  and  chemistry  taught  every 
year.  We  hope  to  bring  about  these  changes  within  the 
next  two  years. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  have  helped 
to  make  this  a  successful  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  MILNE, 

Principal 
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Program  of  Studies 

—  1955-56 

College  Preparatory 

Vocatio7ial 

General 

GRADE  9 

1.  English 

1.  English 

1.  English 

2.  Civics 

2.  Civics 

2.  Civics 

3.  Math  9 

3.  Home  Ec.  or 

•  Agr. 

3.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

or  Junior  Bus. 

4.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

GRADE  10 

1.  English 

1.  English 

1.  English 

2.  Math   10 

2.  Home  Ec.  oi 

-  Agr. 

2.  Elective 

3.  History 

or  Typing  I 

3.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

3.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

GRADE  11 

1.  English 

1.  English 

1.  English 

2.  U.  S.  History 

2.  U.  S.  History 

2.  U.  S.  History 

3.  French  I 

3.  Home  Ec.  or 

Agr. 

3.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

4.  Elective 
or 

3.  Stenography 

4.  Typing  II 

5.  Bookkeeping 

4.  Elective 

GRADE  12 

1.  English 

1.  English 

1.  English 

2.  French  II 

2.  Home  Ec.  or 

■  Agr. 

2.  Elective 

3.  World  Prob. 

or  Office  Practice 

3.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

3.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

4.  Elective 

electives 

Freshmen 

Sophomores 

Math  9 

Biology 

Gen.  Science 

History 

Junior  Business 

Math 

10 

Agriculture 

Typing  I 

Foods  &  Nutrition 

Agriculture 
Foods  &  Nutrition 

Driver 

Training 

Juniors 

French  I 

Seniors 

Social  Studies 

World 

Problems 

Chemistry 

Math 

12 

Math  11 

Office 

Practice 

Family  Relationships 

Consumer  Math 

Stenography 

Family 

Relationships 

Typing  II 

Agricu' 

Iture 

Driver  Training 

Chemistry 

Agriculture 

Social 

Studies 

Bookkeeping 
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SCHOOL  NURSE  REPORT  FOR  1954-1955 


Number  pupils  examined  by  Physician 

227 

Number  pupils  examined  by  School  Nurse 

378 

Number  receiving  T.B.  Patch  test 

183 

Number  receiving  First  Aid 

11 

Number  transported  home 

14 

Number  home  visits 

77 

Number  school  visits 

52 

Number  receiving  first  Polio  shot 

86 

Defects 

Correction 

Vision                                 5 

5 

Tonsils                               8 

5 

Glands                               2    (Hernia) 

2 

Nervous  system                2 

2 

Orthopedic                        3 

3 

Skin                                    5    (Impetigo) 

5 

Scalp                                   3    (Pediculoses) 

3 

Teeth                              77 

Diabetic                             1 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BELLE  NIGHTINGALE, 

R.N., 

School  Nurse 
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THE  MAJORITY  REPORT 
HoPKiNTON  School  Planning  Committee 


This  report  consists  of  three  major  sections.  The  first 
section  may  be  designated  as  background.  It  consists 
of  a  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  problem  with  which 
we  must  deal  and  the  factors  to  be  considered  in  ar- 
riving at  its  solution.  The  second  section  is  a  statement 
of  the  program  recommended  for  adoption  by  the 
majority,  and  the  third  section  is  a  statement  of  the 
reasons  which  have  led  to  the  majority  to  propose  this 
program. 

I.    Background 

The  Problem.  Our  two  grade  schools  are  presently 
seriously  over-crowded.  This  is  because  of  a  steady  in- 
crease in  our  student  population  which  since  the  school 
year  ending  in  June  1945  has  seen  our  enrollment  in 
the  first  six  grades  increase  from  142  to  239.  Pressure 
upon  the  school  buildings  has  been  relieved  by  shifting 
the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  to  the  high  school  building 
but  nevertheless  the  number  of  children  housed  in  the 
two  elementary  buildings  has  increased  from  142  in 
1945  to  179  at  the  start  of  this  year.  As  these  increasing 
numbers  of  children  reach  the  high  school  it  will  be 
necessary  to  plan  to  remove  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades 
from  that  building.  By  doing  so,  and  barring  sudden 
and  unforeseen  growth  of  student  population,  our  high 
school  building  should  be  adequate  in  size  to  meet  our 
needs  for  the  next  ten  years. 

Our  problem  is  at  the  elementary  school  (grades  1 
through  6)  level.  Assuming  the  same  trend  of  births 
in  town  over  the  next  decade  as  has  existed  in  the  past 
ten  years  and  further  assuming  approximately  the  same 
amount  of  net  immigration  of  school  and  preschool 
children  annually  into  Hopkinton  as  has  occurred  in 
the  past  period,  the  first  six  grades  will  number  281  by 
1960  and  304  in  1965.  These  are  the  figures  upon  the 
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basis  of  which  your  committee  has  developed  its  plans. 
They  contemplate  a  ten-year  rate  of  increase  of  enroll- 
ment in  these  grades  of  about  29  per  cent  compared 
with  about  65  per  cent  over  the  past  ten  years. 

The  present  overcrowded  condition  of  the  elemen- 
tary schools  already  interferes  with  the  proper  efficiency 
of  the  school  program,  and  as  we  have  indicated  the 
outlook  is  that  it  will  become  worse  in  the  future  unless 
we  act  promptly  to  deal  with  it.  Our  present  elemen- 
tary school  buildings  are  not  adaptable  to  expansion, 
and  they  are  not  efficient  educational  structures.  Nor 
is  there  sufficient  land  at  either  of  these  present  elemen- 
tary school  sites  to  use  them  as  centers  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  modern  elementary  school  program.  Accord- 
ingly, we  must  look  to  the  future  development  of  our 
elementary  schools  at  new  sites  (unless  additional  land 
can  be  economically  acquired  adjacent  to  them). 

Of  course,  no  statistical  forecast  extending  ten  years 
into  the  future  can  be  put  forth  with  confidence  in  its 
precise  accuracy.  Nevertheless,  all  members  of  the 
Committee  agree  that  the  outlook  is  that  we  will  need 
at  least  twelve  new  rooms  by  1960  or  1961,  and  that  it 
is  advisable  to  build  at  least  six  of  these  rooms  now. 
Our  immediate  problem  is  where  to  place  the  new 
constrtiction  which  we  are  unanimous  in  recommend- 
ing. 

Factors  and  Interests  to  Consider  in  Solving  the 
Problem.  A  proper  solution  of  the  problem  of  where 
to  place  proposed  new  construction  requires  that  fair 
consideration  be  given  to  all  of  the  many  community 
groups  and  interests  which  will  be  affected  by  the  new 
program.  While  this  issue  is  in  its  origin  a  school 
matter,  ultimately  the  action  which  is  to  be  taken  upon 
it  must  be  community  action  and  everyone  in  our  com- 
munity who  stands  to  be  affected  in  some  way  by  it  is 
entitled  to  have  his  point  of  view  considered.  To  be 
more  specific  we,  as  a  majority  of  the  Committee,  be- 
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lieve  that  any  proposed  school  construction  program  in 
this  Town  must  be  weighed  and  judged  in  terms  of  the 
following  criteria: 

1.  Its  total  educational  efficiency  in  terms  of  the 
development  of  the  minds,  bodies,  characters,  and  per- 
sonalities generally  of  the  scholars  who  will  attend  it. 

2.  Its  effect  upon  the  health  and  safety  of  our  chil- 
dren. 

3.  The  cost  burden  which  it  will  impose  upon  the 
taxpayers.  This  requires  consideration  not  only  of  its 
initial  capital  cost  but  also  of  its  annual  cost  to  operate 
in  the  town. 

4.  Its  effect  on  real  estate  values  of  property  holders 
throughout  the  town. 

5.  Its  effect  upon  any  other  special  groups  who  may 
be  affected  by  it. 

Values  and  Attitudes  Toward  the  Future.  In  framing 
a  program  for  new  elementary  school  construction 
which  will  most  equitably  balance  the  interests  of  all 
of  those  who  are  concerned  in  it,  the  attitudes  and 
values  of  the  framers  must  substantially  affect  the  na- 
ture of  their  recommendations.  The  program  proposed 
by  the  majority  of  this  Committee  has  been  developed 
upon  the  strength  of  these  several  fundamental  values 
and  viewpoints  to  which  its  members  adhere: 

(a)  We  believe  that  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  will 
continue  to  grow,  not  only  from  1955-1965  but  also 
over  the  years  thereafter  so  far  as  we  can  reasonably 
foresee. 

(b)  We  believe  that  a  sound  program  of  construc- 
tion today  must  be  adaptable  to  a  future  which  we 
know  we  cannot  predict  accurately,  but  which  we  be- 
lieve is  one  of  expanding  demands  upon  our  plant. 
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(c)  We  believe  that  the  plans  we  now  make  will 
affect  for  many  years  the  course  of  development  of  our 
program  of  elementary  school  education  in  Hopkinton. 

(d)  We  believe  that  combined  grades  in  a  single 
room  are  not  educationally  desirable. 

(e)  We  believe  that  the  school  day  for  small  chil- 
dren should  not  be  prolonged  unduly  by  bus  hauls 
which  are  any  longer  than  necessary. 

(f)  We  believe  that  there  is  value  in  keeping  the 
elementary  school  program  a  local  program  in  the  local 
community  where  the  child  is  not  far  removed  from 
his  home. 

(g)  We  believe  that  the  elementary  school  program 
should  not  be  on  a  large  scale  in  any  single  building, 
and  that  if  a  six-grade  building  grows  beyond  twelve 
rooms  it  is  probable  that  it  has  grown  too  large  for  the 
welfare  of  the  children  attending  it,  particularly  the 
younger  ones. 

II.    The  Program 

Having  regard  for  the  foregoing  background  con- 
siderations, the  majority  of  the  Hopkinton  School 
Planning  Committee  has  adopted  as  its  recommenda- 
tion to  the  town  the  following  program: 

The  replacement  of  the  present  two  obsolete  elemen- 
tary school  buildings  with  two  new  structures  over  a 
period  of  time,  the  first  unit  in  such  replacement  pro- 
gram to  be  a  six-room  structure  recommended  for 
immediate  construction  in  or  near  Hopkinton  Village 
to  replace  the  present  two-room  unit  now  there  oper- 
ated and  the  majority  of  children  who  now  ride  by 
bus  to  the  Maple  Street  school  to  be  shifted  to  this 
new  unit;  and  the  second  unit  in  the  proposed  program 
to  be  constructed  in  Contoocook  at  the  earliest  practical 
time,  as  the  need  demands  (probably  in  about  five 
years).    Present    indications   are    that    the    Contoocook 


158  HOPKINTON  TOWN  REPORT 

unit  should  be  adapted  to  early  expansion  to  twelve 
rooms. 

III.  Reasons  for  Majority  Plan 
The  majority  plan  has  two  essential  features:  it  is  a 
"two-school"  plan  contemplating  separate  construction 
over  a  period  of  time  of  new  units  in  both  the  Hopkin- 
ton  Village  area  and  in  Contoocook;  and  it  proposes 
construction  of  the  first  unit  in  Hopkinton  Village. 
We  consider  each  of  these  features  separately. 

Assuming  a  tivo-school  plan,  ivhy  is  the  first  unit 
proposed  to  be  built  at  the  Hopkinton  Village  end  of 
town?  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  single  factor  pre- 
dominating over  all  others  in  the  judgment  of  the 
majority  in  arriving  at  its  proposal  that  the  first  unit 
of  the  two-school  system  should  be  constructed  in  the 
Hopkinton  Village  end  of  Town  is  the  fact  that  con- 
struction there  best  equalizes  classroom  loads  in  our 
different  classrooms  for  the  same  grades.  For  example, 
on  the  basis  of  enrollments  this  year,  if  the  first  unit 
were  to  be  constructed  in  Contoocook  we  would  next 
year  have  39  youngsters  in  the  third  grade  in  Contoo- 
cook whereas  the  combined  third  and  fourth  grades  in 
Flopkinton  would  include  only  29  youngsters.  On  the 
other  hand,  by  constructing  the  first  unit  of  the  two- 
school  system  in  Hopkinton  Village  and  transporting 
most  bus  students  there  rather  than  to  the  Contoocook 
school  the  enrollment  in  the  Contoocook  school  third 
grade  would  be  reduced  from  39  to  23  and  the  enroll- 
ment in  the  third  grade  in  the  new  school  would  be 
28,  and  throughout  the  grades  the  number  of  students 
in  the  same  grade  at  the  different  ends  of  Town  would 
be  about  the  same.  Indeed,  with  this  program  of  con- 
struction at  Hopkinton  Village  and  transportation  to 
that  school  the  total  enrollment  in  the  Maple  Street 
school  next  year  would  be  cut  from  the  131  who  are 
attending  it  this  year  to  only  89    (plus  or  minus  net 
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immigration).  This  would  be  precisely  the  same  num- 
ber of  students  who  would  be  attending  the  new  Hop- 
kinton  Village  school. 

A  second  reason  for  initial  construction  in  Hopkin- 
ton  is  that  six  new  rooms  there  will  meet  our  foresee- 
able needs  in  that  particular  locality  for  a  considerably 
longer  period  than  would  be  likely  in  Contoocook. 
These  six  rooms  will  relieve  our  immediate  situation. 
Meanwhile,  in  the  next  five  years,  if  our  growth  esti- 
mates turn  out  to  be  low  we  will  then  be  able  to  gain 
the  economies  of  construction  of  the  Contoocook  unit 
to  an  initial  scale  beyond  the  six-room  stage  which  we 
now  propose. 

Closely  related  to  this  point  is  the  fact  that,  because 
the  Hopkinton  Village  unit  need  not  be  adapted  to 
immediate  expansion  in  the  same  way  that  a  six-room 
unit  in  Contoocook  should  be,  the  Hopkinton  Village 
unit  should  be  somewhat  more  economical  to  construct. 
It  should  also  be  more  economical  to  operate  because 
of  lower  transportation  costs  as  we  shall  discuss  later 
on  in  connection  with  the  reasons  why  we  are  not  in 
favor  of  a  central  school. 

A  fourth  reason  for  construction  of  the  initial  unit 
in  Hopkinton  Village  is  that  this  would  make  it  pos- 
sible to  eliminate  from  our  school  system  the  present 
combined  first  and  second,  and  third  and  fourth  grades 
which  are  now  being  taught  at  the  Hopkinton  Village 
school,  so  strengthening  our  educational  program. 

The  foregoing  are  key  reasons  for  construction  of 
the  first  unit  in  the  Hopkinton  Village  end  of  Town. 
It  must  also  be  recognized  that  construction  there  first 
commends  itself  as  a  matter  of  fairness  inasmuch  as 
the  Town  has  recently  constructed  an  expensive  high 
school  plant  in  Contoocook  and  because  it  is  a  part 
of  this  total  plan  shortly  to  construct  in  Contoocook  a 
new  elementary  unit,  the  latter  being  contemplated  as 
expansible   to   a   full   twelve-room   plant   in   the   early 
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future.  School  construction  of  this  nature  is  of  benefit 
to  property  values  in  the  adjacent  area.  Such  a  benefit 
should  not  be  conferred  entirely  on  one  portion  of  the 
Town  if  it  can  be  distributed  and  at  the  same  time  the 
educational  program  and  the  interests  of  the  taxpayer 
are  properly  respected  as  we  believe  they  are  by  this 
plan. 

Why  is  the  majority  proposal  a  ''two  school''  plan 
rather  than  a  plan  for  centralized  elementary  education? 
The  majority  of  the  committee  is  opposed  to  any  plan 
to  centralize  all  elementary  education  for  the  entire 
Town  in  the  Village  of  Contoocook.  We  believe  that 
this  would  be  unsound  and  unwise  for  many  reasons. 

First.  The  present  school  population  served  by  the 
Hopkinton  Village  School  together  with  that  which 
can  be  transported  there  as  readily  as  it  can  be  trans- 
ported to  Contoocook  is  sufficient  to  warrant  the  main- 
tenance of  an  elementary  school  in  Hopkinton  Village 
with  one  room  for  each  grade.  The  enrollment  from 
the  area  now  served  at  the  Hopkinton  Village  School 
has  been  steadily  increasing  during  the  past  ten  years. 
Last  year  it  had  increased  from  twenty-eight  ten  years 
before  to  fifty-nine,  an  increase  of  more  than  100  per 
cent  and  was  as  great  as  the  population  of  the  same 
four  grades  ten  years  before  in  our  Maple  Street  school. 
This  year  the  enrollment  has  dropped  off  somewhat, 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  is  other  than 
a  momentary  break  in  a  continuing  upward  trend. 
The  prevailing  tendency  of  our  entire  Town  to  grow 
as  a  suburban  area  is  strongly  operating,  and  the  Hop- 
kinton Village  end  is  especially  favorably  located  in 
this  regard.  There  are  abundant  building  sites  avail- 
able and  there  is  building  now  going  on.  Moreover, 
the  development  of  the  community  will  almost  certain- 
ly be  much  stimulated  by  completion  of  the  new 
Hopkinton  By-Pass,  which  will  give  express  highway 
connections   with    Concord,    Manchester   and   the   toll 
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road  to  the  South.  The  first  access  point  to  this  new 
road  west  of  Concord  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Hopkin- 
ton  Village.  Abandonment  of  the  Hopkinton  Village 
school  would  be  one  thing  if  the  area  were  merely 
stable  or  declining.  It  is  something  else  again  in  the 
face  of  the  growth  which  is  taking  place  and  may  be 
anticipated  to  continue. 

Second.  From  a  financial  standpoint,  we  believe  that 
the  central  school  idea  would  be  an  expensive  invest- 
ment for  the  taxpayer.  This  question  must  be  con- 
sidered first  in  terms  of  capital  cost  and  then  in  terms 
of  operating  costs. 

Capital  Cost.  For  the  first  five  years  it  seems  beyond 
dispute  that  a  "central  school"  plan  would  require  a 
greater  capital  cost  than  the  two-school  plan  because  the 
initial  six-room  stage  of  the  ''Central  School"  would 
have  to  be  constructed  from  the  outset  with  certain 
extra  capacities  in  order  to  make  ultimate  expansion 
to  twelve  rooms  as  economical  as  possible  whereas  the 
six-room  Hopkinton  unit  could  be  constructed  now 
with  the  thought  that  it  would  not  have  to  be  enlarged 
until  a  somewhat  later  future. 

It  is  true  that  after  completion  of  the  second  stage 
of  a  "central  school"  certain  savings  in  capital  costs 
should  appear  because  of  certain  avoided  duplications 
of  space  such  as  one  kitchen  instead  of  two.  Wise  con- 
struction of  two  six-room  units,  as  by  the  use  of  such  a 
split-level  plan  as  was  adopted  in  the  High  School, 
would  go  far  to  minimize  the  extent  of  these  future  in- 
vestment advantages,  particularly  when  account  is  taken 
of  the  fact  that  many  features  of  the  twelve-room  unit 
would  have  to  be  on  double  the  scale  of  the  six-room 
unit  to  take  care  of  a  greater  number  of  students.  More- 
over, a  large  portion  of  the  construction  economy  of 
the  "central  school"  would  be  lost  under  the  two-stage 
construction  plan  that  our  debt  limit  would  compel  us 
to  adopt.  In  any  case  it  is  contemplated  that  both  of 
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the  initial  six-room  units  which  we  propose  will  prob- 
ably ultimately  grow  to  twelve  rooms,  the  Contoocook 
unit  likely  first,  so  that  if  there  are  any  construction 
economies  inherent  in  a  twelve-room  unit  over  a  six, 
they  will  not  be  lost  under  this  plan  but  will  be  real- 
ized in  due  course. 

Operating  Costs.  Just  as  the  initial  capital  cost  of 
a  "central"  unit  would  be  greater  than  that  of  the 
two-school  plan,  so  also  the  majority  of  the  committee 
believes  that  its  annual  operating  costs  would  be 
greater.  And  they  believe  that  this  would  be  true  not 
only  initially,  but  indefinitely.  Again  here  in  the  short 
run  period,  that  is  for  perhaps  five  years,  there  would 
be  no  reason  to  expect  any  operating  economies  in  a 
Contoocook  six-room  unit  rather  than  one  in  Hopkin- 
ton.  Later  on,  with  the  expansion  of  the  Contoocook 
unit  to  twelve  rooms,  some  plant  operation  and  main- 
tenance economies  might  be  achieved  though  again  the 
larger  scale  of  the  structure  makes  it  easy  to  exaggerate 
them.  For  example,  we  see  no  reason  why  one  principal 
could  not  be  responsible  for  both  units  nor  why  one 
janitor  could  not  take  care  of  both  of  them.  Water, 
heat,  light  and  janitor  supplies  could  offer  little  pros- 
pect of  economy.  Whatever  operation  and  maintenance 
savings  there  might  be,  they  would  be  insignificant  by 
comparison  with  the  extra  transportation  burden  which 
the  central  school  would  impose. 

Transportation  is  a  critical  and  expensive  item  in 
our  budget.  It  already  accounts  for  $12,000  annually 
and  is  second  only  to  teachers'  salaries  as  an  operating 
expense.  While  Contoocook  is  indeed  the  area  of 
greatest  population  density  in  our  Town,  it  is  not  the 
geographic  center  of  Town  and  there  are  lots  of  chil- 
dren who  live  at  a  substantial  distance  from  this  vil- 
lage. Already  we  have  two  large  buses  of  youngsters 
coming  over  each  day  from  Hopkinton  Village  and  yet 
they  are  leaving  behind  over  there  forty-eight  children 
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now  being  educated  in  the  village  school.  If  we  had 
to  bring  these  extra  children  over,  we  should  either 
have  to  lengthen  the  day  for  some  of  the  children  by 
increasing  the  number  of  trips  of  our  present  drivers, 
or  we  should  have  to  add  another  large  bus  immediate- 
ly to  bring  them  here.  To  lengthen  the  day  further 
seems  plainly  undesirable.  But  the  annual  cost  of  an 
extra  large  bus  would  run  to  between  |2500  to  $3000, 
or  about  the  annual  interest  cost  on  a  debt  of  $100,000. 
For  a  time  a  new  bus  would  improve  our  present  ser- 
vice but  with  continuing  growth  at  the  Hopkinton  end 
of  Town,  there  is  no  assurance  that  we  would  not  soon 
again  be  in  trouble  unless  still  further  capacity  were 
added. 

From  an  educational  point  of  view,  we  believe  that 
the  balance  lies  in  favor  of  separate  elementary  schools 
in  both  ends  of  Town.  Speaking  in  terms  of  grades 
one  through  six,  we  believe  that  the  great  educational 
gains  of  centralization  are  achieved  when  one  and 
two-room  school  houses  with  combined  grades  are  re- 
placed by  clean  modern  comfortable  classrooms  of 
adequate  size,  one  grade  to  the  room,  with  the  school 
building  surrounded  by  adequate  playground  space. 
We  have  been  informed  by  competent  experts  that 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  cannot  maintain  an  excellent 
program  based  upon  two  six-room  units.  The  schools 
we  are  proposing  are  not  tiny  schools.  By  1965  our 
estimates,  based  on  a  ten-year  growth  rate  of  only  29 
per  cent  compared  with  about  65  per  cent  in  the  pre- 
ceding decade,  indicate  that  each  would  have  approxi- 
mately as  many  students  as  are  presently  housed  in  the 
high  school  building.  Finally,  to  the  extent  that  there 
may  be  any  advantages  in  twelve-room  units  over  those 
of  six  rooms,  we  anticipate  that  they  will  be  available 
in  due  course  at  the  units  we  propose,  for  we  foresee 
that  each  will  ultimately  be  expanded  to  a  twelve-room 
scale  and  we  anticipate  that  this  may  well  occur  within 
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not  much  more  than  a  decade  in  the  case  of  the  Con- 
toocook  unit. 

We  believe  there  is  real  value  in  the  small  elemen- 
tary school  set  in  the  local  neighborhood  where  each 
scholar  knows  his  fellow  students  and  where  the  prob- 
lem of  his  adjustment  from  life  in  the  home  to  life  in 
the  classroom  is  as  easy  as  possible.  The  world  today  is 
a  world  of  centralization,  power  and  mass  production, 
and  the  individual  is  increasingly  dwarfed,  bewildered 
and  lost.  On  the  junior  high  and  high  school  level 
centralization  is  necessary  for  breadth  of  curriculum 
and  economy  of  specialized  equipment.  On  the  elemen- 
tary level  we  are  fortunate  in  Hopkinton  that  we  do 
not  need  centralization,  and  we  are  opposed  to  it. 

Feasibility  of  Program.  A  word  as  to  the  financial 
feasibility  of  the  majority  program.  The  ordinary  bor- 
rowing capacity  of  the  School  District  is  fixed  by  statute 
at  3  per  cent  of  base  valuation,  with  provision  for  in- 
crease to  4i/^  per  cent  by  following  a  defined  special 
procedure.  Based  on  our  1954  equalized  valuation  and 
the  4i/^  per  cent  figure,  our  unused  borrowing  capacity 
today  is  $162,000.  The  six-room  Hopkinton  unit  should 
not  exceed  $120,000  in  original  cost.  Over  five  years' 
time,  additional  repayments  on  our  high  school  debt 
would  be  $65,000  and  initial  debt  payments  on  the 
new  Hopkinton  unit  would  amount  to,  say  $30,000. 
With  no  increase  whatsoever  in  base  valuation  from 
1954  to  1960,  this  would  make  available  $137,000  of 
unused  borrowing  capacity  five  years  hence  at  the  time 
contemplated  for  construction  of  the  second  unit.  This 
would  be  more  than  sufficient  for  a  second  six-room 
unit. 

These  debt  limit  figures  assume  no  increase  whatso- 
ever in  borrowing  capacity  over  the  next  five  years. 
The  expansion  we  experienced  from  1946  to  1952 
added  more  than  $1,000,000  to  our  base  valuation.  Al- 
ready in  1955  our  town  assessments  were  up  $250,000 
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over  1954.  If  the  expansion  which  we  anticipate  ma- 
terializes and  thrusts  its  student  burden  on  our  schools, 
it  will  bring  with  it  increased  valuation  which  will 
make  it  entirely  feasible  to  construct  the  Contoocook 
unit  of  the  elementary  school  building  program  here 
recommended,  either  well  before  1960  if  that  appears 
wise,  or  to  a  scale  in  1960  well  beyond  the  six-room  scale 
now  tentatively  planned  if  our  estimates  of  growth  are 
low. 

IV.    Conclusion 

The  foregoing  discussion  summarizes  the  reasoning 
and  philosophy  of  the  majority  of  the  committee.  We 
believe  that  the  two-school  plan,  with  an  initial  six- 
room  unit  to  be  constructed  in  Hopkinton  Village  is 
the  best  plan  for  our  Town.  We  believe  it  is  education- 
ally sound  for  the  immediate  future  and  for  the  long 
run.  We  believe  it  is  fair  to  the  taxpayers,  the  parents 
and  children,  and  the  property  owners  throughout  the 
Town. 

We  do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  this  plan  is  perfect 
nor  that  there  will  be  no  problems  in  putting  it  into 
effect.  There  will  always  be  problems  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  schools,  and  no  building  program  will 
relieve  us  of  all  of  our  difficulties. 

With  every  deference  and  respect  for  the  industry, 
sincerity  and  good  will  of  those  who  support  the 
minority  plan,  we  recommend  the  two-school,  Hopkin- 
ton Village  unit  first,  plan  as  the  elementary  school 
program  which  best  serves  the  total  interests  of  our 
Town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  MARTIN,  Chairman,  School  Board 

JOSEPH  RANSMEIER 

DR.  HOWARD  LIGHTFOOT 

HARRY  PARKER 

JOHN  CARTER 

COL.  THERON  METHVEN 

RICHARD  BRUNEL,  Chairman, 

School  Planning  Committee 
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MINORITY  REPORT 

HoPKiNTON  School  Planning  Committee 


We  agree  in  general  with  the  Background  Section 
in  the  Majority  Report,  briefly  as  follows: 

There  is  a  serious  problem  of  overcrowding  in  our 
grade  schools  at  present. 

The  old  grade  school  buildings  are  still  temporarily 
usable,  but  do  not  lend  themselves  to  expansion,  nor 
are  they  worth  major  renovations. 

Unless  additions  are  made,  land  at  present  grade 
school  sites  is  inadequate. 

We  agree  with  the  statistical  information  compiled 
by  the  Committee  as  a  whole.  We  agree  also  the  build- 
ing program  should  be  kept  flexible  to  cover  the  pos- 
sibiHty  that  pupil  population  estimates  may  be  too  low. 

We  am  ee  that  it  is  advisable  to  build  six  rooms  now 
and  plan  to  build  six  more  in  about  five  years. 

We  agree  it  is  desirable,  and  probably  by  1962  or 
1963  will  be  necessary,  to  remove  the  fifth  and  sixth 
grades  from  the  High  School  Building. 

The  minority  of  this  Committee  disagrees  with  the 
recommendation  made  by  the  majority  mainly  in  these 
points: 

(1)  Location  of  the  first  unit  building,  and 

(2)  The    desirability    of    aiming    toward    a    central 
grade-school  building. 

Location  of  First  Unit  Building 
The  greatest  present  overcrowding  and  greatest  pupil 
population  is  in  Contoocook.  Therefore  build  in  Con- 
toocook  where  the  problem  exists  now;  and  to  house 
those  pupils  who  will  not  be  accommodated  in  the  new 
building,  use  whichever  of  the  present  6  grade-school 
classrooms  the  School  Board  feels  are  best  adaptable  to 
the  needs  of  the  next  5  years. 
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5  years  hence,  when  it  again  becomes  necessary  to 
expand  the  building  facilities,  certain  unsettled  prob- 
lems facing  the  Town,  such  as  location  of  added  popula- 
tion, location  of  new  highways,  the  Hopkinton-Everett 
Dam,  water  supply  problems  in  either  or  both  villages, 
may  be  resolved. 

Building  in  Contoocook  would  keep  our  long-range 
school  building  program  more  flexible.  If  we  correct 
present  crowded  conditions  and  give  additional  class- 
room space  for  the  next  few  years,  we  still  leave  the 
way  open  to  build  in  Hopkinton  if  population  increase 
and  the  Town's  financial  position  justifies  it;  or  we 
can  add  6  rooms  in  Contoocook  and  have  a  12-room 
central  school.  Whereas,  if  we  build  in  Hopkinton 
Village  now,  we  close  the  door  on  a  possible  central 
school  and  its  attendant  advantages  for  a  long  period  of 
time. 

The  location  of  a  6-room  school  in  Hopkinton  Vil- 
lage will  necessitate  the  transportation  of  practically 
all  grade  school  bus  pupils  to  that  unit;  on  those  routes 
where  there  are  both  High  School  and  Elementary 
pupils,  this  will  mean  that  buses  will  have  to  be  routed 
to  Contoocook  via  Hopkinton  even  though  they  live 
nearer  to  Contoocook.  This  will  mean  more  transporta- 
tion costs  and  a  longer  school  day  for  all  these  bus  stu- 
dents, as  the  bus  schedule  is  based  on  the  high  school 
pupils  getting  to  school  on  time. 

At  the  present  time  only  17  out  of  48  pupils  are 
within  walking  distance  of  the  Hopkinton  Village 
school,  whereas  in  Contoocook  78  out  of  128  are 
walkers.  We  do  not  believe  that  it  can  be  predicted 
with  accuracy  that  this  ratio  will  change.  The  construc- 
tion of  the  first  unit  in  Hopkinton  Village  may  make  it 
necessary  to  transport  to  Hopkinton  pupils  living  with- 
in walking  distance  of  a  Contoocook  school. 
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Desirability  of  Aiming  Toward  a  Central 
Grade-school  Building 
Our  minority  group  feels  that  there  are  economic 
advantages  and  educational  advantages  in  a  central 
grade-school  of  12  rooms,  as  opposed  to  two  6-room 
schools.  Should  present  estimates  of  population  in- 
creases prove  to  be  low,  so  the  Town  needs  more  than 
12  rooms  at  the  elementary  school  level,  that  would  be 
the  time  to  consider  another  location  for  another  unit. 

Economic  Advantages: 

It  is  obvious  that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  have  one 
each  than  to  have  two  each  of:  site,  driveway,  parking 
lot,  sidewalk,  lawn,  lunchroom,  activity  room,  kitchen, 
boiler  room,  supply  room,  teachers'  room,  etc. 

Statistics  prove  this,  and  it  is  plainly  demonstrated  in 
comparing  actual  schools  built  recently  in  New  Hamp- 
shire of  very  similar  types.  Let  us  take  the  example  of 
a  12-room  school  built  in  Milford  in  1954  costing 
$214,449  and  a  6-room  school  built  in  Bedford  in  1955 
costing  $134,866.  There  is  a  difference  in  building  costs 
in  these  instances  of  80c  per  square  foot  ($9.97  in  Mil- 
ford  and  $10.77  in  Bedford).  After  allowing  for  this 
difference  in  building  costs  there  is  a  saving  of  $45,000 
in  one  12-room  building  over  two  6-room  buildings. 
We  admit  that  building  a  12-room  structure  in  two 
stages  is  more  expensive  than  building  12  rooms  all 
at  once.  If  $15,000  is  allowed  to  cover  this  point  and 
any  other  variables,  there  is  still  a  saving  of  $30,000. 

We  feel  there  would  be  economies  too  in  main- 
tenance operations  and  staff. 

In  the  matter  of  transportation,  we  feel  the  length 
of  the  school  day  will  not  be  increased  because  bus 
schedules  at  present  are  based  on  High  School  pupils 
who  go  to  Contoocook.  It  is  a  proved  fact,  according 
to  our  State  Department  of  Education,  that  a  child  is 
safer  on  a  bus  than  he  is  walking  to  and  from  school. 
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Transportation  costs  will  be  increased  on  either  set- 
up, and  estimates  on  population  increases  indicate  that 
before  a  second  unit  is  bulk,  we  may  have  to  transport 
pupils  within  walking  distance  of  the  Contoocook 
school  to  Hopkinton  Village  if  the  unit  is  built  there. 
But  on  a  central  school  plan  the  money  saved  on  cut- 
ting out  some  of  the  present  "shuttle  runs,"  the  con- 
venience to  parent  and  child  in  a  better  system  of 
transportation  in  the  Town  as  a  whole,  would  offset 
the  cost  of  a  new  bus. 

Educational  Advantages: 

One  principal  at  the  head  of  a  school  would  give  you 
a  specialist  in  school  organization,  guidance,  discipline 
and  general  supervision.  Special  problems  would  be 
referred  to  the  principal,  thus  saving  on  teaching  time, 
resulting  in  more  individual  attention  to  the  child. 

There  would  be  better  opportunity  to  meet  the  needs 
of  students  through  remedial  reading  classes,  tutoring, 
ungraded  or  opportunity  room  for  retarded  children, 
etc. 

Teaching  staff  meetings  may  be  easily  arranged  when- 
ever necessary,  and  there  would  be  more  flexibility  in 
teacher-pupil  relations. 

In  conclusion,  we  feel  that  the  central  school  idea 
offers 

(1)  a  more  economical  program  for  the  taxpayer, 

(2)  better  educational  program  for  teachers  and 
pupils,  and 

(3)  conforms  to  the  recommendations  of  our  State 
Department  of  Education  and  National  educa- 
tional authorities. 


WHETHER  OR  NOT  THE  HOPKINTON 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT  EVENTUALLY  WANTS  TO 
AIM  TOWARD  A  CENTRAL  SCHOOL,  WE  WANT 
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TO  EMPHASIZE  IT  SEEMS  LOGICAL  TO  BUILD 
NOW  WHERE  THE  PRESENT  OVERCROWDING 
IS  GREATEST  AND  WHERE  THE  LARGEST  PER- 
CENTAGE OF  PUPIL  POPULATION  EXISTS, 
AND  WHERE  THERE  IS  THE  LARGEST  PER- 
CENTAGE OF  WALKING  PUPILS. 

WE  CANNOT  IGNORE  THE  FACT  THAT 
THE  TAX  BURDEN  IS  GREAT,  AND  WE  MUST 
STRETCH  THE  TAX  DOLLAR  AS  FAR  AS  WE 
CAN  AND  STILL  GET  A  GOOD  EDUCATION 
FOR  THE  CHILDREN  OF  THE  TOWN. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  BLANCHARD 
JEANETTE  BOHANAN 
LUCILLE  LEADBEATER 
ALLEN  LEWIS 
MELVIN  TUCKER 
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